
Third Sunday after the Epiphany Sunday, January 22, 2017

The Collect: Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and 

proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may 

perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:1-4 read from the New Century Version Bible

But suddenly there will be no more gloom for the land that suffered. In the past God made the

lands of Zebulun and Naphtali hang their heads in shame, but in the future those lands will be

made great. They will stretch from the road along the Mediterranean Sea to the land beyond 

the Jordan River and north to Galilee, the land of people who are not Israelites.

Before those people lived in darkness, but now they have seen a great light. They lived in a 

dark land, but a light has shined on them. God, you have caused the nation to grow and made

the people happy. And they have shown their happiness to you, like the joy during harvest 

time, like the joy of people taking what they have won in war. Like the time you defeated 

Midian, you have taken away their heavy load and the heavy pole from their backs and the 

rod the enemy used to punish them.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 27:1, 5-13 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;   whom then shall I fear? *  the Lord is the strength of

my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; * that I may dwell in the house of the 

Lord all the days of my life;

6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * and to seek him in his temple.

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * he shall hide me in the 

secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock.

8 Even now he lifts up my head * above my enemies round about me.



9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; * I will sing 

and make music to the Lord.

10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * have mercy on me and answer me.

11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." * Your face, Lord, will I seek.

12 Hide not your face from me, * nor turn away your servant in displeasure.

13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; * do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 read from the New International Version Bible

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that 

you be perfectly united in mind and thought. My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s 

household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of 

you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I 

follow Christ.”

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank

God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you 

were baptized in my name. (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 

don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 

preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 

power.

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.

The word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 read from the New Living Translation Bible

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to Galilee. He 

went first to Nazareth, then left there and moved to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee, in 

the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. This fulfilled what God said through the prophet Isaiah:



“In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River, in Galilee 

where so many Gentiles live, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for 

those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” From then on 

Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 

near.

One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers—

Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a 

living. Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” 

And they left their nets at once and followed him.

A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and John, sitting in a boat with 

their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he called them to come, too. They immediately

followed him, leaving the boat and their father behind.

Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and announcing 

the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 28th we remember Thomas Aquinas: Priest, Friar, and 

Theologian

In the thirteenth century, when Thomas Aquinas lived, the works of Aristotle, largely forgotten 

in Western Europe, began to be available again, partly from Eastern European sources and 

partly from Moslem Arab sources in Africa and Spain. These works offered a new and exciting

way of looking at the world. Many enthusiastic students of Aristotle adopted him, quite frankly 

as as an alternative to Christianity. The response of many Christians was to denounce 

Aristotle as an enemy of the Christian Faith. A third approach was that of those who tried to 

hold both Christian and Aristotelian views side by side with no attempt to reconcile the two.

Aquinas had a fourth approach. While remaining a Christian, he immersed himself in the 

ideas of Aristotle, and then undertook to explain Christian ideas and beliefs in language that 



would make sense to disciples of Aristotle. At the time, this seemed like a very dangerous and

radical idea, and Aquinas spent much of his life living on the edge of ecclesiastical approval. 

His success can be measured by the prevalence today of the notion that of course all 

Christian scholars in the Middle Ages were followers of Aristotle.

Aristotle is no longer the latest intellectual fashion, but Aquinas's insistence that the Christian 

scholar must be prepared to meet other scholars on their own ground, to become familiar with

their viewpoints, to argue from their premises, has been a permanent and valuable 

contribution to Christian thought.

Some more contemporary Christian scholars of today are undertaking, with varying degrees 

of success, to explore the relations between Christianity and various contemporary studies or 

world-outlooks that have been used as weapons by opponents of Christianity. Examples 

include the following:

William G Pollard, an Anglican priest, and nuclear physicist at the Oak Ridge Laboratory, and 

author of Chance and Providence and Physicist and Christian. Another is John Polkinghorne, 

Fellow of the Royal Society, also an Anglican priest, former president of Queen's College, 

Cambridge, and a nuclear physicist. He authored Exploring Reality: The Intertwining of 

Science and Religion, and The Faith of a Physicist and other works.

Let us pray: Almighty God, you have enriched your Church with the singular learning and 

holiness of your servant Thomas Aquinas: Enlighten us more and more, we pray, by the 

disciplined thinking and teaching of Christian scholars, and deepen our devotion by the 

example of saintly lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


