
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, January 29, 2017

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on 

earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Micah 6:1-8 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 

your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations 

of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I 

brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I 

sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of 

Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 

Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 

before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with 

thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is 

good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 15 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * who speaks the truth from his 

heart.



3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * he does not heap 

contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * but he honors those who fear the Lord.

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things * shall never be overthrown.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible 

Anglicised

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did

not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 

save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 

Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are 

the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 

strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards,

not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 

world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things 

that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in 

Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and

redemption, in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 read from The Revised Standard Version Bible

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down his disciples came to 

him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.

“Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 

men persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 31st we remember the life of Samuel Shoemaker Priest and

Evangelist,

Sam Shoemaker, was an Episcopal priest who was instrumental in the Oxford Group and 

founding principles of Alcoholics Anonymous. Dr. Samuel Moor Shoemaker was the rector of 

the Calvary Church in New York City, which was the United States headquarters of the Oxford

Group. Bill Wilson attended Oxford Group meetings at the Calvary Church and Sam was 

instrumental in assisting Bill Wilson with the writing of the book Alcoholics Anonymous (which 

was nicknamed: The Big Book). 

In 1917, Sam Shoemaker had been sent to China to start a branch of the YMCA and to teach 

at the Princeton-in-China Program. There, in 1918, feeling discouraged, he first met Frank 



Buchman who told him of the four absolutes, honesty, purity and unselfishness and love. 

Later, Shoemaker would speak of the meeting as a major influence at the start of his ministry, 

that being the time when he decided to let go of self and let God guide his life

In 1955 Bill Wilson, would give credit to Sam Shoemaker whom he referred to as a co-founder

of Alcoholics Anonymous. "It was from Sam Shoemaker, that we absorbed most of the Twelve

Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous, steps that express the heart of AA's way of life. Dr. Silkworth 

gave us the needed knowledge of our illness, but Sam Shoemaker had given us the concrete 

knowledge of what we could do about it, he passed on the spiritual keys by which we were 

liberated. The early AA got its ideas of self-examination, acknowledgment of character 

defects, restitution for harm done, and working with others straight from the Oxford Group and

directly from Sam Shoemaker, their former leader in America, and from nowhere else."

Rev. Shoemaker wrote over thirty books, at least half of which were circulating before A.A.’s 

12 Steps were first published in the Big Book in 1939. Other titles by Shoemaker are: 

Children of the Second Birth, Twice-Born Ministers, If I Be Lifted Up; and The Conversion of 

the Church.

Shoemaker's contributions and service to Alcoholics Anonymous and as a minister of the 

Anglican Communion and Episcopal Church of America have had a worldwide effect. The 

philosophy that Shoemaker codified, in conjunction with Bill Wilson, is used in almost every 

country around the world to treat alcoholism.

After leaving New York, Dr. Shoemaker served Calvary Church, Pittsburgh, for ten years. He 

was known as one of the foremost preachers of his day, with a regularly-scheduled radio 

program. He was also instrumental in the rebirth of small group ministries in the United 

States, which led to (among other things) the Pittsburgh Experiment, and Faith at Work, both 

interdenominational programs designed to bring Christianity into normal daily activities. 

Finally, he was involved in the beginnings of the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer, which was 

actually started by his wife Helen in the 1950's.

Declining health caused Shoemaker to retire from Calvary Church in 1961 and return home to



Burnside, Maryland. He continued to broadcast Sunday sermons on the "Faith that Works" 

radio program from WBAL in Baltimore. He died after a prolonged illness on the eve of All 

Saints' Day, 1963, and was buried after a service at St. Thomas Church in Owings Mills, 

Baltimore County. He was interred in the family plot in the St. Thomas churchyard, as was his 

wife who died in 1993.

Let us pray: Holy God, we thank you for the vision of Samuel Shoemaker, who labored for 

the renewal of all people: Grant, we pray, that we may follow his example to help others find 

salvation through the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ our Savior; who with you and the 

Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


