
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, February 05, 2017

The Collect: Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that 

abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 58:1-9a, read from the God's Word Bible

Cry aloud! Don’t hold back! Raise your voice like a ram’s horn. Tell my people about their 

rebellion and the descendants of Jacob about their sins. They look for me every day and want

to know my ways. They act as if they were a nation that has done what is right and as if they 

haven’t disregarded God’s judgment on them. They ask me for just decrees. They want God 

to be near them.

Why have we fasted if you are not aware of it? Why have we inflicted pain on ourselves if you 

don’t pay attention? Don’t you see that on the days you fast, you do what you want to do? You

mistreat all your workers. Don’t you see that when you fast, you quarrel and fight and beat 

your workers? The way you fast today keeps you from being heard in heaven. Is this the kind 

of fasting I have chosen? Should people humble themselves for only a day? Is fasting just 

bowing your head like a cattail and making your bed from sackcloth and ashes? Is this what 

you call fasting? Is this an acceptable day to the Lord?

This is the kind of fasting I have chosen: Loosen the chains of wickedness, untie the straps of 

the yoke, let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke. Share your food with the hungry, 

take the poor and homeless into your house, and cover them with clothes when you see them

naked. Don’t refuse to help your relatives.

Then your light will break through like the dawn, and you will heal quickly. Your righteousness 

will go ahead of you, and the glory of the Lord will guard you from behind. Then you will call, 

and the Lord will answer. You will cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am!”

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 112:1-10 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord * and have great delight in his 

commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; * the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, * and their righteousness will last for ever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; * the righteous are merciful and full of 

compassion.

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending * and to manage their affairs with justice.

6 For they will never be shaken; * the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; * their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, * until they see their desire upon their 

enemies.

9 They have given freely to the poor, * and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they will 

hold up their head with honor.

10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; * the 

desires of the wicked will perish.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, read from The Holman Christian Standard Bible

When I came to you, brothers, announcing the testimony of God to you, I did not come with 

brilliance of speech or wisdom. For I didn’t think it was a good idea to know anything among 

you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I came to you in weakness, in fear, and in much 

trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with persuasive words of wisdom but 

with a powerful demonstration by the Spirit, so that your faith might not be based on men’s 

wisdom but on God’s power.

However, we do speak a wisdom among the mature, but not a wisdom of this age, or of the 

rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. On the contrary, we speak God’s hidden 

wisdom in a mystery, a wisdom God predestined before the ages for our glory. None of the 

rulers of this age knew this wisdom, for if they had known it, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory. But as it is written:



What eye did not see and ear did not hear, and what never entered the human mind—God 

prepared this for those who love Him.

Now God has revealed these things to us by the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, 

even the depths of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit 

of the man that is in him? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God except the 

Spirit of God. Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who comes from 

God, so that we may understand what has been freely given to us by God.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20  read from the International Children's Bible

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its salty taste, it cannot be made salty again.

It is good for nothing. It must be thrown out for people to walk on.

“You are the light that gives light to the world. A city that is built on a hill cannot be hidden. 

And people don’t hide a light under a bowl. They put the light on a lampstand. Then the light 

shines for all the people in the house. In the same way, you should be a light for other people.

Live so that they will see the good things you do. Live so that they will praise your Father in 

heaven.

“Don’t think that I have come to destroy the law of Moses or the teaching of the prophets. I 

have not come to destroy their teachings but to do what they said. I tell you the truth. Nothing 

will disappear from the law until heaven and earth are gone. The law will not lose even the 

smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter until all has happened. Whoever refuses to obey 

any command and teaches other people not to obey that command will be the least important 

in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys the law and teaches other people to obey the 

law will be great in the kingdom of heaven. I tell you that you must do better than the teachers

of the law and the Pharisees. If you are not better than they are, you will not enter the 

kingdom of heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On February 6th we remember, The Martyrs of Japan

The Christian faith was first introduced into Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and later 

by Franciscan missionaries. By the end of that century, there were probably about 300,000 

baptized believers in Japan.

Unfortunately, this promising beginning met reversals, brought about by rivalries between 

different groups of missionaries and political intrigues by the Spanish and Portuguese 

governments, along with power politics among factions in the Japanese government itself. 

The result was a suppression of Christians. 

The first victims were six Franciscan friars and twenty of their converts, who were executed at

Nagasaki on February 5th 1597. They were tied to crosses, the crosses were raised to an 

upright position, and they were then quickly stabbed to death by a soldier with a javelin. After 

a short interval of relative tolerance, many other Christians were arrested, imprisoned for life, 

or tortured and killed; and the Church was totally driven underground by 1630.

In 1637 the "Shimabara Rebellion," a peasant uprising in Kyushu under Christian leadership, 

was put down. In reaction to the turmoil caused by this last attempt at survival, the 

government closed the country to Roman Catholic traders as well as Christian missionaries. 

The contact with the West was henceforth strictly controlled. As an annual procedure, fumi-e 

(stepping on a metal image of Christ or Mary) was performed and Japanese had to publicly 

confess that they had nothing to do with Christianity. In spite of the most cruel persecution, 

some Christians managed to survive and worshiped Christ in secret or under the guise of 

other religious rituals or tea ceremonies. However, when Japan was re-opened to Western 

contacts by Commodore Perry 250 years later, it was found that a community of Japanese 

Christians had survived underground, without clergy, without Scriptures, with only very 

sketchy instructions in the doctrines of the faith, but with a firm commitment to Jesus as Lord. 

Let us pray: O God our Father, source of strength to all your saints, who brought the holy 

martyrs of Japan through the suffering of the cross to the joys of life eternal: Grant that we, 

being encouraged by their example, may hold fast the faith we profess, even to death itself; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.


