
Last Sunday after Epiphany Sunday, February 26, 2017

The Collect: O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory 

upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, 

may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 24:12-18 read from the New International Version Bible

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you 

the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.”

Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. He 

said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, 

and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”

When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord settled 

on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the 

Lord called to Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a 

consuming fire on top of the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the 

mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 2 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Why are the nations in an uproar? * Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?

2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, * against the 

Lord and against his Anointed?

3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; * “let us cast off their bonds from us.”

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; * the Lord has them in derision.

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, * and his rage fills them with terror.

6 “I myself have set my king * upon my holy hill of Zion.”



7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: * he said to me, “You are my Son; this day have I 

begotten you.

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance * and the ends of the earth for 

your possession.

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod * and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”

10 And now, you kings, be wise; * be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Submit to the Lord with fear, * and with trembling bow before him;

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; * for his wrath is quickly kindled.

13 Happy are they all * who take refuge in him!

Epistle: 2 Peter 1:16-21 read from the New Living Translation Bible

For we were not making up clever stories when we told you about the powerful coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor with our own eyes when he received honor 

and glory from God the Father. The voice from the majestic glory of God said to him, “This is 

my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” We ourselves heard that voice from heaven 

when we were with him on the holy mountain.

Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by 

the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp 

shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your 

hearts. Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the 

prophet’s own understanding, or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the

Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 

high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and

Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 



wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While 

he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a 

voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the 

disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and 

touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no 

one except Jesus himself alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 

until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On February 28 we celebrate the lives of Anna Julia Haywood 

Cooper and Elizabeth Evelyn Wright, Educators.

Anna Julia Haywood Cooper was born August 10th, 1859 in Raleigh North Carolina to an 

enslaved woman and a white man, presumably her mother's master. Anna Julia was an 

academically gifted child and received a scholarship to attend St. Augustine Normal School 

and Collegiate Institute, a school founded by the Episcopal Church to educate African-

American teachers and clergy. There she began her membership in the Episcopal Church. 

After forcing her way into a Greek class designed for male theology students, Anna Julia later 

married the instructor, George A.C. Cooper, the second African-American ordained to the 

Episcopal priesthood in North Carolina. After her husband's death in 1879, Cooper received 

degrees in mathematics from Oberlin College, and was made principal of the only African 

American high school in Washington D.C.. She was denied reappointment in 1906 because 

she refused to lower her educational standards. Throughout her career, Cooper emphasized 

the importance of education to the future of African Americans, and was critical of the lack of 

support they received from the church. An advocate for African-American women, Cooper 

assisted in organizing the Colored Women's League and the first Colored Settlement House 

in Washington, D.C. She wrote and spoke widely on issues of race and gender, and took an 

active role in national and international organizations founded to advance African Americans. 

In 1925, Cooper became the fourth African-American woman to complete a Ph.D degree, 

granted from the Sorbonne when she was sixty-five years old. From 1930-1942, Cooper 



served as president of Frelinghuysen University, named for New Jersey Senator Frederick 

Frelinghuysen who had worked to promote civil rights during Reconstruction following the civil

war.

Elizabeth Evelyn Wright founded Denmark Industrial Institute in Denmark, South Carolina, as 

a school for African-American youth. Today it is Voorhees College, a historically black college.

She was a humanitarian and educator, founding several schools for black children.

In 1888, she enrolled at Booker T. Washington's Tuskegee Institute as a night student. After 

two years, Wright moved to Hampton County, South Carolina to assist in a rural school for 

black children. After the school was burned, she returned to Tuskegee and graduated.

In 1897, she moved to Denmark in rural Bamberg County, South Carolina. There she started 

a school over a store with the support of some influential people in the community. She raised

money for what she called Denmark Industrial School, modeled after the Tuskegee Institute. 

Ralph Voorhees and his wife, philanthropists from Clinton, New Jersey, donated $5,000 for 

the purchase of land and construction of the school's first building. In 1902 Voorhees 

Industrial School opened for male and female students at the elementary and high school 

levels, and Wright was principal. The Voorhees provided additional gifts during the next few 

years, and the General Assembly incorporated the school in his name.

The school was later affiliated with the Protestant Episcopal Church and in 1962 became a 

fully accredited four-year college.

Let us pray: Eternal God, you inspired Anna Julia Haywood Cooper and Elizabeth Evelyn 

Wright with the love of learning and the joy of teaching: Help us also to gather and use the 

resources of our communities for the education of all your children; through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


