
Second Sunday in Lent, March 12, 2017

The Collect: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to 

embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with 

you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 12:1-4a read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

The Lord said to Abram: Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your 

name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who

treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 121 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the Lord, * the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved * and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * from this time forth for 

evermore.

Epistle: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 read from the International Children's Bible

So what can we say about Abraham, the father of our people? What did he learn about faith? 



If Abraham was made right by the things he did, then he had a reason to brag. But he could 

not brag before God. The Scripture says, “Abraham believed God. And that faith made him 

right with God.”

When a person works, his pay is not given to him as a gift. He earns the pay he gets. But a 

person cannot do any work that will make him right with God. So he must trust in God. Then 

God accepts his faith, and that makes him right with God. God is the One who can make even

those who are evil right in his sight.

Abraham and his descendants received the promise that they would get the whole world. But 

Abraham did not receive that promise through the law. He received it because he was right 

with God through his faith. If people could receive what God promised by following the law, 

then faith is worthless. And God’s promise to Abraham is worthless, because the law can only

bring God’s anger. But if there is no law, then there is nothing to disobey.

So people receive God’s promise by having faith. This happens so that the promise can be a 

free gift. And if the promise is a free gift, then all of Abraham’s children can have that promise.

The promise is not only for those people that live under the law of Moses. It is for anyone who

lives with faith like Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written in the Scriptures: “I am 

making you a father of many nations.” This is true before God. Abraham believed in God—the

God who gives life to the dead and decides that things will happen that have not yet 

happened.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 3:1-17 read from The King James Bible

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same came 

to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: 

for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.



Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second 

time into his mother's womb, and be born?

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 

that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 

again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell

whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and 

ye receive not our witness. If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye 

believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 

came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the

serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 

world through him might be saved.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer:On March 13th we remember the life of James Theodore Holly Bishop 

of Haiti and the Dominican Republic 

James Theodore Holly was the First African American Bishop in the Episcopal Church and 

Bishop of Haiti. Born in 1829 in Washington, DC, James Theodore Holly was the descendant 

of freed slaves. His great-great grandfather James Theodore Holly was a Scotsman in 

Maryland. He was master of several Holly slaves whom he freed in 1772, including his son 

and namesake James Theodore Holly.



Holly was baptized and raised a Catholic yet gradually he moved away from the Catholic 

Church. He spent his early years in Washington, D. C. and Brooklyn, NY where he connected 

with Frederick Douglass and other Black abolitionists. He was active in anti-slavery 

conventions in the free states, participating in abolitionist activities.

Holly left the Roman Catholic Church over a dispute about ordaining local black clergy and 

joined the Episcopal Church in 1852. He was a shoemaker, then a teacher and school 

principal before his own ordination at the age of 27. He served as rector of St Luke’s Church 

in New Haven, Connecticut and was one of the founders of the Protestant Episcopal Society 

for Promoting the Extension of the Church Among Colored People in 1856. This group 

challenged the Church to take a position against slavery at General Convention.

In 1861 he left the United States with his family and a group of African Americans to settle in 

Haiti---the world’s first black republic. In July 1863 Holly organized the Holy Trinity Church. He

lost his family and other settlers to disease and poor living conditions but was successful in 

establishing schools and building the Church. He trained young priests and started 

congregations and medical programs in the countryside. During this time Haiti split with the 

Vatican and most men of Haiti supported their religious sentiment through the symbolism and 

observance of the Masonic Lodge. As an experienced Masonic leader and scholar, Holly 

visited the Masonic temples and made friends among their members. He was also willing to 

perform Masonic burial services.

In 1874 he was ordained bishop at Grace Church, New York City, not by the mainstream 

Episcopal Church, who refused to ordain a black missionary bishop, but by the American 

Church Missionary Society, an Evangelical Episcopal branch of the Church. He was named 

Bishop of the Anglican Orthodox Episcopal Church of Haiti. He attended the Lambeth 

Convention as a bishop of the Church. Bishop Holly was also given charge of the Episcopal 

Church in the Dominican Republic from 1897-1911. He died in Haiti in on March 13th, 1911.

Let us pray: Most gracious God, we thank you that your servant James Theodore Holly 

labored to build a Church in which all might be free: Grant that, inspired by his testimony, we 



may overcome our prejudice and honor those whom you call from every family, language, 

people, and nation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


