
Second Sunday of Easter, Sunday April 23

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 

covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's 

Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a,22-32 read from the Message Bible

That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: 

“Fellow Israelites, listen carefully to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man thoroughly 

accredited by God to you—the miracles and wonders and signs that God did through him are 

common knowledge—this Jesus, following the deliberate and well-thought-out plan of God, 

was betrayed by men who took the law into their own hands, and was handed over to you. 

And you pinned him to a cross and killed him. But God untied the death ropes and raised him 

up. Death was no match for him. David said it all: I saw God before me for all time. Nothing 

can shake me; he’s right by my side. I’m glad from the inside out, ecstatic; I’ve pitched my 

tent in the land of hope. I know you’ll never dump me in Hades; I’ll never even smell the 

stench of death. You’ve got my feet on the life-path, with your face shining sun-joy all around.

“Dear friends, let me be completely frank with you. Our ancestor David is dead and buried—

his tomb is in plain sight today. But being also a prophet and knowing that God had solemnly 

sworn that a descendant of his would rule his kingdom, seeing far ahead, he talked of the 

resurrection of the Messiah—‘no trip to Hades, no stench of death.’ This Jesus, God raised 

up. And every one of us here is a witness to it. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, my 

good above all other."



2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * upon those who are noble among the 

people.

3 But those who run after other gods * shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the Lord always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; * in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 

right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Epistle: 1 Peter 1:3-9 read from The Modern English Version Bible

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant 

mercy has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, to an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that does not fade away, kept in 

heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, even though now, if for a little while, 

you have had to suffer various trials, in order that the genuineness of your faith, which is more

precious than gold that perishes, though it is tried by fire, may be found to result in praise, 

glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom, having not seen, you love; and in 

whom, though you do not see Him now, you believe and you rejoice with joy unspeakable and

full of glory, receiving as the result of your faith the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 20:19-31 read from The New American Standard Bible

So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut 

where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.” And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands 



and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had 

said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been 

retained.”

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 

other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I 

see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put 

my hand into His side, I will not believe.”

After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the 

doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then He said 

to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and 

put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” Thomas answered and said to 

Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you 

believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”

Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are 

not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On April 27th we remember Christina Rossetti, Poet

Christina Georgina Rossetti was an English poet who wrote a variety of romantic, devotional, 

and children's poems. She is best known for her long poem “Goblin Market”, for her love 

poem "Remember", and for the words of what became the popular Christmas carol “In the 

Bleak Midwinter”

Rossetti was born in London on December 5th, 1830, the youngest of four children, and 

educated at home by her mother. Her father, Gabriele Rossetti, was an Italian poet and a 



political asylum seeker from Naples.

When she was 14, Rossetti suffered a nervous breakdown, which was followed by bouts of 

depression and related illness. During this period she, her mother, and her sister became 

seriously interested in the Anglo-Catholic movement of the Church of England. This religious 

devotion played a major role in Rossetti's personal life. She was a volunteer worker from 

1859 to 1870 at the St. Mary Magdalene "house of charity" in Highgate, a refuge for former 

prostitutes.

Rossetti began writing at age 7, but she was 18 when her first published poem appeared in 

the Athenaeum magazine. However her most famous collection, “Goblin Market and Other 

Poems” didn't appear until 1862, when she was 31. The collection garnered much critical 

praise and, following Elizabeth Barrett Browning's death in 1861 led to Rossetti being hailed 

as her natural successor as 'female laureate'.

Her Christmas poem "In the Bleak Midwinter" (which can be found in the Episcopal Church 

Hymnal of 1982 #112) became widely known after her death when it was set as a Christmas 

carol first by Gustav Holst, then by Harold Darke. In this setting it was judged in 1998 the best

carol in a poll of some of the world's leading choirmasters and choral experts. Her poem 

"Love Came Down at Christmas" written in 1885; (also found in the Episcopal Church Hymnal

of 1982 #84) has also been widely arranged as a carol.

Rossetti continued to write and publish for the rest of her life although she focused primarily 

on devotional writing and children's poetry. In the later decades of her life, she suffered from 

Graves Disease (an immune system disorder). In 1893 she developed cancer, and died the 

following year on the 29th of December 1894.

Let us pray: O God, whom heaven cannot hold, you inspired Christina Rossetti to express 

the mystery of the Incarnation through her poems: Help us to follow her example in giving our 

hearts to Christ, who is love; and who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


