
Third Sunday of Easter, April 30, 2017

The Collect: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking 

of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a,36-41 read from the New Century Version Bible

But Peter stood up with the eleven apostles, and in a loud voice he spoke to the crowd: “My 

fellow Jews, and all of you who are in Jerusalem, listen to me. 

“So, all the people of Israel should know this truly: God has made Jesus—the man you nailed 

to the cross—both Lord and Christ.”

When the people heard this, they felt guilty and asked Peter and the other apostles, “What 

shall we do?”

Peter said to them, “Change your hearts and lives and be baptized, each one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. This promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away. It is for everyone

the Lord our God calls to himself.”

Peter warned them with many other words. He begged them, “Save yourselves from the evil 

of today’s people!” Then those people who accepted what Peter said were baptized. About 

three thousand people were added to the number of believers that day. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 116:1-3,10-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * because he has 

inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * I came to grief 



and sorrow.

3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * "O Lord, I pray you, save my life."

10 How shall I repay the Lord * for all the good things he has done for me?

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * and call upon the Name of the Lord.

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * in the presence of all his people.

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * is the death of his servants.

14 O Lord, I am your servant; * I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have 

freed me from my bonds.

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * and call upon the Name of the Lord.

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * in the presence of all his people,

17 In the courts of the Lord's house, * in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

Epistle: 1 Peter 1:17-23 read from the New International Version Bible

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as 

foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 

silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from 

your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He 

was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your 

sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and 

so your faith and hope are in God.

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for 

each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 read from the New Living Translation Bible

That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles 

from Jerusalem. As they walked along they were talking about everything that had happened. 

As they talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking 



with them. But God kept them from recognizing him.

He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk along?”

They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. Then one of them, Cleopas, replied, 

“You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the things that have 

happened there the last few days.”

“What things?” Jesus asked.

“The things that happened to Jesus, the man from Nazareth,” they said. “He was a prophet 

who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all the 

people. But our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned

to death, and they crucified him. We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue 

Israel. This all happened three days ago.

“Then some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this morning, and 

they came back with an amazing report. They said his body was missing, and they had seen 

angels who told them Jesus is alive! Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, his 

body was gone, just as the women had said.”

Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the 

prophets wrote in the Scriptures. Wasn’t it clearly predicted that the Messiah would have to 

suffer all these things before entering his glory?” Then Jesus took them through the writings 

of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things concerning 

himself.

By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of their journey. Jesus acted as if he 

were going on, but they begged him, “Stay the night with us, since it is getting late.” So he 

went home with them. As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he 

broke it and gave it to them. Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And

at that moment he disappeared!



They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road and

explained the Scriptures to us?” And within the hour they were on their way back to 

Jerusalem. There they found the eleven disciples and the others who had gathered with them,

who said, “The Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter.”

Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as they were 

walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was breaking the bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On April 2nd we remember James Lloyd Breck, Priest, Educator, and 

Missionary

Breck was born June 27th, 1818 near Philadelphia, and attended high school at the Flushing 

Institute, founded by William Augustus Muhlenberg, who inspired him to decide at the age of 

sixteen to devote himself to missionary activity. 

In 1842, by then a deacon in the Episcopal Church, he went to the frontier of Wisconsin with 

two classmates, under the direction of Bishop Jackson Kemper, to found Nashotah House, 

intended as a monastic community, a seminary, and a center for theological work. It continues

today as a seminary. Breck was ordained into the priesthood later that year by the Missionary 

Bishop, Jackson Kemper at the Oneida Indian settlement 150 miles north of Nashotah. 

In 1850 Breck moved to Minnesota where he began another mission. On June 23, 1850 he 

celebrated the first Episcopal Eucharist in the La Crosse area. Two years later he began work

among the Ojibway, founding St. Columba Mission. In 1855 Breck married Jane Maria Mills, 

one of the teachers at the St. Columba Mission. He opened another mission at Leech Lake in 

1856, and then in 1857 he moved to Faribault where he and the Rev. Solon Manney began a 

mission school to train clergy to work in Minnesota missions. Breck worked closely with the 

first Bishop of Minnesota, Henry Whipple and the mission school for clergy became Seabury 

Seminary which survives today as Bexley-Seabury Western Seminary in Chicago.



Jane Breck died in 1862 and Breck married Sarah Stiles in 1864. Three years later he moved to 

Benicia, California to build another two institutions. Breck was known as "The Apostle of the 

Wilderness".

Breck died in Benicia in 1876. He was buried beneath the altar of the church he served as 

rector but later his body was removed and reinterred on the grounds of Nashotah House in 

Nashotah, Wisconsin. There 14 bishops and around 100 priests along with numerous lay 

people attended the recommittal service. 

Let us pray: Teach thy Church, O Lord, we pray, to value and support pioneering and 

courageous missionaries, whom you call, as you called your servant James Lloyd Breck, to 

preach and teach, and plant your Church in new regions; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


