
Fifth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 14, 2017

The Collect: Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 

know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 

follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 7:55-60 read from the God's Word Bible

But Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit. He looked into heaven, saw God’s glory, and Jesus in 

the honored position—the one next to God the Father on the heavenly throne. So Stephen 

said, “Look, I see heaven opened and the Son of Man in honored position—the one next to 

God the Father on the throne!”

But the council members shouted and refused to listen. Then they rushed at Stephen with 

one purpose in mind, and after they had thrown him out of the city, they began to stone him to

death. The witnesses left their coats with a young man named Saul.

While council members were executing Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, welcome my 

spirit.” Then he knelt down and shouted, “Lord, don’t hold this sin against them.” After he had 

said this, he died.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * deliver me in your 

righteousness.

2 Incline your ear to me; * make haste to deliver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; * for 

the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * for you are my tower of strength.

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.



15 My times are in your hand; * rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who

persecute me.

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * and in your loving-kindness save me."

Epistle: 1 Peter 2:2-10 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

Like newborn infants, desire the pure spiritual milk, so that you may grow by it for your 

salvation, since you have tasted that the Lord is good. Coming to Him, a living stone—

rejected by men but chosen and valuable to God—you yourselves, as living stones, are being

built into a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. For it is contained in Scripture:

Look! I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and honored cornerstone, and the one who believes in 

Him will never be put to shame!

So honor will come to you who believe, but for the unbelieving, The stone that the builders 

rejected—this One has become the cornerstone, and A stone to stumble over, and a rock to 

trip over.

They stumble because they disobey the message; they were destined for this.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession, so 

that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 14:1-14 read from the International Children's Bible

Jesus said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God. And trust in me. There are many 

rooms in my Father’s house. I would not tell you this if it were not true. I am going there to 

prepare a place for you. After I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back. Then I will 



take you to be with me so that you may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I

am going.”

Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. So how can we know the 

way?”

Jesus answered, “I am the way. And I am the truth and the life. The only way to the Father is 

through me. If you really knew me, then you would know my Father, too. But now you do 

know him, and you have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father. That is all we need.”

Jesus answered, “I have been with you a long time now. Do you still not know me, Philip? He 

who has seen me has seen the Father. So why do you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you 

believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I say to you don’t come 

from me. The Father lives in me, and he is doing his own work. Believe me when I say that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or believe because of the miracles I have done. I 

tell you the truth. He who believes in me will do the same things that I do. He will do even 

greater things than these because I am going to the Father. And if you ask for anything in my 

name, I will do it for you. Then the Father’s glory will be shown through the Son. If you ask me

for anything in my name, I will do it.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On May 19th we remember Dunstan of Canterbury, Monk and 

Archbiship

Dunstan was born near Glastonbury in the southwest of England about the year 909, ten 

years after the death of King Alfred. During the Viking invasions of the ninth century, 

monasteries had been favorite targets of the invaders, and by Dunstan's time English 

monasticism had been wiped out. In its restoration in the tenth century, Dunstan played the 

leading role. He was born of an upper-class family, and sent to court, where he did not fit in. 

At the urging of his uncle, the Bishop of Westminster, he became a monk and a priest, and 



returned to Glastonbury, where he built a hut near the ruins of the old monastery, and devoted

himself to study, music, metal working (particularly the art of casting church bells, an art which

he is said to have advanced considerably), and painting. A manuscript illuminated by him is in 

the British Museum. He returned to court and was again asked to leave; but then King 

Edmund had a narrow escape from death while hunting, and in gratitude recalled Dunstan 

and in 943 commissioned him to re-establish monastic life at Glastonbury.

(Glastonbury is one of the oldest Christian sites in England, and is associated in legend with 

King Arthur and his Court, with Joseph of Arimathea, and with other worthies. It has been said

that the Holy Grail, the chalice of the Last Supper, is hidden somewhere near Glastonbury.) 

Under Dunstan's direction, Glastonbury became an important center both of monasticism and

of learning. The next king, Edred, adopted Dunstan's ideas for various reforms of the clergy 

(including the control of many cathedrals by monastic chapters) and for relations with the 

Danish settlers. These policies made Dunstan popular in the North of England, but unpopular 

in the South.

Edred was succeeded by his sixteen-year-old nephew Edwy, whom Dunstan openly rebuked 

for unchastity. The furious Edwy drove Dunstan into exile, but the North rose in rebellion on 

his behalf. When the dust settled, Edwy was dead, his brother Edgar was king, and Dunstan 

was Archbishop of Canterbury. The coronation service which Dunstan compiled for Edgar is 

the earliest English coronation service of which the full text survives, and is the basis for all 

such services since, down to the present. With the active support of King Edgar, Dunstan re-

established monastic communities at Malmesbury, Westminster, Bath, Exeter, and many other

places. Around 970 he presided at a conference of bishops, abbots, and abbesses, which 

drew up a national code of monastic observance, the Regularis Concordia. It followed 

Benedictine lines, but under it the monasteries were actively involved in the life of the 

surrounding community. For centuries thereafter the Archbishop of Canterbury was always a 

monk.

Dunstan took an active role in politics under Edgar and his successor Edward, but under the 

next king, Ethelred, he retired from politics and concentrated on running the Canterbury 

cathedral school for boys, where he was apparently successful in raising the academic 



standards while reducing the incidence of corporal punishment. On Ascension Day in 988, he 

told the congregation that he was near to death, and died two days later.

Let us pray: Direct your Church, O Lord, into the beauty of holiness, that, following the good 

example of your servant Dunstan, we may honor your Son Jesus Christ with our lips and in 

our lives; to the glory of his Name, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever. Amen. 


