
Day of Pentecost Sunday June 4, 2017

The Collect: Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and 

nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by 

the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 read from the New International Version Bible

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like 

the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 

of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the

Spirit enabled them.

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 

When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one 

heard their own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are

speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 

Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 

Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 

wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What 

does this mean?”

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews

and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 

These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what 

was spoken by the prophet Joel:



“‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my 

servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.

I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 

billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 

coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.’

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 104:25-35,37 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer:

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! * in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full

of your creatures.

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, * creatures both

small and great.

27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, * which you have made for the sport of 

it.

28 All of them look to you * to give them their food in due season.

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * you open your hand, and they are filled with good 

things.

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * you take away their breath, and they die and 

return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * and so you renew the face of the earth.

32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have my being.

35 May these words of mine please him; * I will rejoice in the Lord.

37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * Hallelujah!

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 read from the New Living Translation Bible

No one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.



There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There 

are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it 

is the same God who does the work in all of us.

A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. To one person the Spirit gives 

the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special 

knowledge. The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit 

gives the gift of healing. He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the 

ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from 

the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in 

unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. It is the 

one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person 

should have.

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with 

the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are 

free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same 

Spirit.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 20:19-23 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with

you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them 

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On June 6th we remember Ini Kopuria founder of The Melanesian 

Brotherhood

The Melanesian Brotherhood was founded by a remarkable man named Ini Kopuria, born in 

the village of Maravovo on the northwest shore of the Island of Guadalcanal in 1900. After 

being educated at the Anglican church schools of Pamua and later in Norfolk Island he joined 

the British Protectorate's native armed police force. But in 1924, when he was recovering in a 

hospital with a leg injury, he received an experience of Christ, which was to change his life. 

He believed that Christ spoke to him and told him that he was not doing the work that Christ 

wanted him to do. He began, with the encouragement of Bishop John Manwaring Steward, to 

realize God was calling him to start a community of native Solomon Island men who would 

take the Gospel of Christ to all who had not received it. 

Much of the population of the Solomon Islands lived on remote islands, villages high up in the 

hills and bush or coastal villages with no easy access either by sea or land. Ini Kopuria 

believed the Gospel was for all people and just as he had visited remote villages as a 

policeman, now he would visit as a missionary. On St. Simon and St. Jude's day, October 

28th, 1925, he made his promises renouncing possessions, marriage and freedom of action. 

He gave away all his property and a large area of his family's land to the Brotherhood. The 

following year the first six brothers joined him. 

Today, the work of the Brotherhood has broadened to include work and mission among both 

Christians and non-Christians. The Melanesian Brotherhood now has three regions: Solomon 

Islands, Papua New Guinea, and Vanuatu & Fiji. The Brotherhood aims to live the Gospel in a 

direct and simple way following Christ’s example of prayer, mission and service. The brothers take the

vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, but these are not life vows but for a period of five years, 

which can be renewed. They train for three years as novices and make their vows as brothers at the 

Feast of St Simon and St Jude. 

Ini Kopuria is commemorated in the calendars of the Church of the Province of Melanesia, the

Church of England and The Episcopal Church. 



Let us pray: Loving God, we bless your Name for the witness of Ini Kopuria, founder of the 

Melanesian Brotherhood: Open our eyes that we, with these Anglican brothers, may establish 

peace and hope in service to others; for the sake of Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


