
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 16, 2017

The Collect: O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 

grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have 

grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 25:19-34 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and 

Isaac was forty years old when he took to wife Rebekah, the daughter of Bethu′el the 

Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean. And Isaac prayed to the Lord for 

his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife 

conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is thus, why do I 

live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your 

womb, and two peoples, born of you, shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the 

other, the elder shall serve the younger.”

When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. The first 

came forth red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they called his name Esau. Afterward his 

brother came forth, and his hand had taken hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called 

Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 

quiet man, dwelling in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he ate of his game; but Rebekah 

loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was boiling pottage, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 

And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red pottage, for I am famished!” (Therefore 

his name was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about 

to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, 

and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils, and he 

ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 119:105-112 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * and a light upon my path.

106 I have sworn and am determined * to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; * preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, * yet I do not forget your law.

110 O The wicked have set a trap for me, * but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * for ever and to the end.

Epistle: Romans 8:1-11 read from the God's Word Bible

So those who are believers in Christ Jesus can no longer be condemned. The standards of 

the Spirit, who gives life through Christ Jesus, have set you free from the standards of sin and

death. It is impossible to do what God’s standards demand because of the weakness our 

human nature has. But God sent his Son to have a human nature as sinners have and to pay 

for sin. That way God condemned sin in our corrupt nature. Therefore, we, who do not live by 

our corrupt nature but by our spiritual nature, are able to meet God’s standards in Moses’ 

Teachings.

Those who live by the corrupt nature have the corrupt nature’s attitude. But those who live by 

the spiritual nature have the spiritual nature’s attitude. The corrupt nature’s attitude leads to 

death. But the spiritual nature’s attitude leads to life and peace. This is so because the corrupt

nature has a hostile attitude toward God. It refuses to place itself under the authority of God’s 

standards because it can’t. Those who are under the control of the corrupt nature can’t please

God. But if God’s Spirit lives in you, you are under the control of your spiritual nature, not your

corrupt nature.

Whoever doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ doesn’t belong to him. However, if Christ lives in 

you, your bodies are dead because of sin, but your spirits are alive because you have God’s 

approval. Does the Spirit of the one who brought Jesus back to life live in you? Then the one 

who brought Christ back to life will also make your mortal bodies alive by his Spirit who lives 



in you.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

On that day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. Such large crowds 

gathered around Him that He got into a boat and sat down, while the whole crowd stood on 

the shore.

Then He told them many things in parables, saying: “Consider the sower who went out to 

sow. As he was sowing, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 

Others fell on rocky ground, where there wasn’t much soil, and they sprang up quickly since 

the soil wasn’t deep. But when the sun came up they were scorched, and since they had no 

root, they withered. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. Still 

others fell on good ground and produced a crop: some 100, some 60, and some 30 times 

what was sown. Anyone who has ears should listen!”

“You, then, listen to the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word about the 

kingdom and doesn’t understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in 

his heart. This is the one sown along the path. And the one sown on rocky ground—this is 

one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy. Yet he has no root in himself, 

but is short-lived. When pressure or persecution comes because of the word, immediately he 

stumbles. Now the one sown among the thorns—this is one who hears the word, but the 

worries of this age and the seduction of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. But 

the one sown on the good ground—this is one who hears and understands the word, who 

does bear fruit and yields: some 100, some 60, some 30 times what was sown.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 19th we remember Adelaide Teague Case, a teacher

Adelaide Case was born in Missouri in 1887, but her family soon moved to New York. She 

received her undergraduate education at Bryn Mawr and her graduate degrees from 



Columbia University. By the time she completed her doctorate a position had been created for

her on the faculty of the Teachers’ College at Columbia and she quickly rose to the status of 

full professor and head of the department of religious education. She is remembered for 

advocating a child-centered rather than teacher-centered approach to education.

In 1941, while her professional accomplishments were at their height, the Episcopal 

Theological School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, was able to convince her to leave her 

distinguished and comfortable position at Columbia and join the faculty as Professor of 

Christian Education. Although other women had taught occasional courses in the seminaries 

of the church, Adelaide Case was the first to take her place as a full-time faculty member at 

the rank of Professor. Although Case spoke well of her time in Cambridge, her early years 

there were difficult. She continued to teach at ETS until her death in 1948. Students and 

faculty colleagues remember her contagious faith in Christ, her deep sense of humanity, and 

her seemingly boundless compassion. Although she carried herself with style and grace, 

Case had struggled with health issues her entire life, but those who knew her testify to the 

fact that in spite of those challenges she was spirited, energetic, and fully devoted to her 

work. “She was a true believer in Christ and you saw him living in and through her,” is an oft-

repeated accolade.

Case believed that the point of practicing the Christian faith was to make a difference in the 

world. As an advocate for peace, she believed that Christianity had a special vocation to call 

people into transformed, reconciled relationships for the sake of the wholeness of the human 

family. She is said to have discovered these things not in theology or educational theory, but 

in a life of common prayer and faithful eucharistic practice.

Let us pray: Everliving God, in whose light we see light: We thank you for your teacher and 

peacemaker Adelaide Case, who inspired generations of students with a love of learning that 

built up the Church and their communities. Grant that we, following her example, may serve 

you tirelessly as learners and teachers, laboring for the transformation of the world toward 

your reign of peace, through the companionship of Jesus your Saving Word; who with you 

and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 


