
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 23, 2017

The Collect: Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we 

ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us 

those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 

through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 28:10-19a read from the International Children's Bible

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. He came to a place and spent the night there 

because the sun had set. He found a stone there and laid his head on it to go to sleep. Jacob 

dreamed that there was a ladder resting on the earth and reaching up into heaven. And he 

saw angels of God going up and coming down the ladder. And then Jacob saw the Lord 

standing above the ladder. The Lord said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham, your 

grandfather. And I am the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on 

which you are now sleeping. Your descendants will be as many as the dust of the earth. They 

will spread west and east, north and south. All the families of the earth will be blessed through

you and your descendants. I am with you, and I will protect you everywhere you go. And I will 

bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”

 Then Jacob woke from his sleep. He said, “Surely the Lord is in this place. But I did not know

it.” Jacob was afraid. He said, “This place frightens me! It is surely the house of God and the 

gate of heaven.”

Jacob rose early in the morning. He took the stone he had slept on and set it up on its end. 

Then he poured olive oil on the top of it. At first, the name of that city was Luz.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 139:1-11, 22-23 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * you know my sitting down and my rising 



up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * and are acquainted with all my ways.

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before * and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? * where can I flee from your presence?

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.

8 If I take the wings of the morning * and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

9 Even there your hand will lead me * and your right hand hold me fast.

10 If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, * and the light around me turn to night,"

11 Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; * darkness and light to you 

are both alike.

22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * try me and know my restless thoughts.

23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me * and lead me in the way that is 

everlasting.

Epistle: Romans 8:12-25 read from The King James Bible

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the

body, ye shall live.

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 

him, that we may be also glorified together.

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us.

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 

subjected the same in hope,



Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God.

For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.

And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth 

he yet hope for?

But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 read from The Lexham English Bible

He put before them another parable, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 

man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his people were sleeping, his enemy came 

and sowed darnel in the midst of the wheat and went away. So when the wheat sprouted and 

yielded grain, then the darnel appeared also. So the slaves of the master of the house came 

and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have 

darnel?’ And he said to them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ So the slaves said to him, ‘Then do 

you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, “No, lest when you gather the darnel you 

uproot the wheat together with it. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the season 

of the harvest I will tell the reapers, “First gather the darnel and tie it into bundles to burn 

them, but gather the wheat into my storehouse.”’”

Then he left the crowds and came into the house, and his disciples came to him saying, 

“Explain the parable of the darnel in the field to us.” So he answered and said, “The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world. And the good seed—these 

are the sons of the kingdom, but the darnel are the sons of the evil one. And the enemy who 

sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 

Thus just as the darnel is gathered and burned with fire, so it will be at the end of the age.

The Son of Man will send out his angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all the causes

of sin and those who do lawless deeds, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 



there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth! Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. The one who has ears, let him hear!

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 29th we celebrate the first Ordination of Women to the 

Priesthood in the Episcopal Church

On July 29th 1974, on the feast of Martha and Mary of Bethany, eleven women deacons were

ordained to the priesthood at the church of the Advocate, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. “We 

are certain that the Church needs women in priesthood to be true to the gospel understanding

of human unity in Christ,” explained the eleven ordinands in a public statement.

Through most of the history of the Christian Church the position of women has been 

secondary to that of men. During the first half of the twentieth century women in the Episcopal

Church had begun exploring ways to increase their participation in the life of the church. Many

women became church workers or directors of religious education or "Deaconesses" a 

separate order from male Deacons. The movement gained explicit momentum in 1970 when 

laywomen were seated with voice and vote for the first time in General Convention, and called

for a vote to eliminate the canon law on Deaconesses so that male and female deacons 

would be treated equally.

This increased awareness led to the General Convention of 1970 eliminating canonical 

distinctions between male deacons and female deaconesses, allowing women already 

ordained to marry for the first time and to discard the old habits. It made clear that women 

seeking ordination would be recognized as full and equal deacons. The Episcopal Church 

was then presented with the issue of whether to ordain women as priests as well as bishops.

A resolution was put forward by the women deputies at the 1970 General Convention to 

approve women’s ordination to the priesthood and episcopate. It failed to pass the House of 

Deputies, but nonetheless had much positive support. A similar resolution narrowly failed to 

pass at the next General Convention in 1973.



By July 1974, as supporters of women’s ordination to the priesthood grew restless, an 

ordination service was scheduled to ordain women to the priesthood by three retired bishops: 

Daniel Corrigan, retired bishop suffragan of Colorado; Robert L. DeWitt, recently resigned 

Bishop of Pennsylvania; and Edward R. Welles, retired Bishop of West Missouri. Eleven 

women who were deacons presented themselves as ready for ordination to the priesthood, 

and plans for the service proceeded. These women, called the "Philadelphia Eleven", were 

Merrill Bittner, Alla Bozarth-Campbell, Alison Cheek, Emily Hewitt, Carter Heyward, Suzanne 

Hiatt, Marie Moorefield, Jeannette Piccard, Betty Schiess, Katrina Swanson, and Nancy 

Wittig. They were ordained on July 29th 1974 at the Church of the Advocate in Philadelphia, 

PA. 

The ordinations attracted immediate controversy and condemnation by many in the Church. 

The House of Bishops declared them "irregular" and the women were not allowed to exercise 

priestly functions in the Episcopal Church. Nevertheless, on Sept. 7th 1974, four more women

were ordained in Washington, DC.

Finally, at the next General Convention in September 1976, the ordination of women to the 

priesthood was approved, to begin on Jan. 1st 1977. The previous "irregular" ordinations 

were regularized, and about 100 women were ordained that first year.

Let us Pray: O God, you poured your Spirit from on high to bless and summon these women,

who heard the strength of your call: Equip, guide, and inspire us with wisdom, boldness, and 

faith to trust you in all circumstances, hear you preach new life to your church, and stretch out

our hands to serve you, as you created us and redeemed us in the name of Jesus Christ, who

lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God everlasting. Amen. 


