
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 20

The Collect: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 

also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming 

work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 45:1-15 read from the God's Word Bible

Joseph could no longer control his emotions in front of everyone who was standing around 

him, so he cried out, “Have everyone leave me!” No one else was there when Joseph told his 

brothers who he was. He cried so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s 

household heard about it.

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” His brothers could not 

answer him because they were afraid of him.

“Please come closer to me,” Joseph said to his brothers. When they did so, he said, “I am 

Joseph, the brother you sold into slavery in Egypt! Now, don’t be sad or angry with yourselves

that you sold me. God sent me ahead of you to save lives. The famine has been in the land 

for two years. There will be five more years without plowing or harvesting. God sent me 

ahead of you to make sure that you would have descendants on the earth and to save your 

lives in an amazing way. It wasn’t you who sent me here, but God. He has made me like a 

father to Pharaoh, lord over his entire household, and ruler of Egypt.

“Hurry back to my father, and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says, “God has made 

me lord of Egypt. Come here to me right away! Live in the land of Goshen, where you will be 

near me. Live there with your children and your grandchildren, as well as your flocks, your 

herds, and everything you have. I will provide for you in Egypt, since there will be five more 

years of famine. Then you, your family, and all who belong to you won’t lose everything.”’



“You and my brother Benjamin can see for yourselves that I am the one who is speaking to 

you. Tell my father how greatly honored I am in Egypt and about everything you have seen. 

Hurry and bring my father here!”

He threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and cried with Benjamin, who was crying on 

his shoulder. He kissed all his brothers and cried with them. After that his brothers talked with 

him.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 133 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * when brethren live together in unity!

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * life for evermore.

Epistle: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

I ask, then, has God rejected His people? Absolutely not! For I too am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected His people whom 

He foreknew. 

Since God’s gracious gifts and calling are irrevocable. As you once disobeyed God, but now 

have received mercy through their disobedience, so they too have now disobeyed, resulting in

mercy to you, so that they also now may receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in 

disobedience, so that He may have mercy on all. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 15: 21-28 read from the International Children's Bible

Jesus left that place and went to the area of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that 



area came to Jesus. The woman cried out, “Lord, Son of David, please help me! My daughter 

has a demon, and she is suffering very much.”

But Jesus did not answer the woman. So the followers came to Jesus and begged him, “Tell 

the woman to go away. She is following us and shouting.”

Jesus answered, “God sent me only to the lost sheep, the people of Israel.”

Then the woman came to Jesus again. She bowed before him and said, “Lord, help me!”

Jesus answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and give it to the dogs.”

The woman said, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the pieces of food that fall from their 

masters’ table.”

Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! I will do what you asked me to do.” And

at that moment the woman’s daughter was healed.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 24th we celebrate the life of Bartholomew the Apostle

The name "Bartholomew" appears in the New Testament only on lists of the names of the 

twelve apostles. This list normally is given as six pairs, and the third pair in each of the 

Synoptics is "Philip and Bartholomew".

John gives no list of the Twelve, but refers to more of them individually than the Synoptists. 

He does not name Bartholomew, but early in his account he tells of the call to discipleship of a

Nathaniel who is often supposed to be the same person. The reasoning is as follows: John's 

Nathanael is introduced as one of the earliest followers of Jesus, and in terms which suggest 

that he became one of the Twelve. He is clearly not the same as Peter, Andrew, James, John,

Philip, Thomas, Judas Iscariot, Judas (not Iscariot, also called Lebbaeus or Thaddeus), all of 

whom John names separately. He is not Matthew, whose call is described differently. This 



leaves Bartholomew, James the son of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes. Of these, Bartholomew 

is the leading candidate for two reasons:

"Bar-tholomew" is a patronymic, meaning "son of Tolmai." It is therefore likely that he had 

another name. "Nathanael son of Tolmai" seems more likely than "Nathanael also called 

James (or Simon)."

Nathanael is introduced in John's narrative as a friend of Philip. Since Bartholomew is paired 

with Philip on three of our four lists of Apostles, it seems likely that they were associated.

We have no certain information about Bartholomew's later life. Some writers, including the 

historian Eusebius of Caesarea, say that he preached in India. The majority tradition, with 

varying details, is that Bartholomew preached in Armenia, and was finally skinned alive and 

beheaded in Albanus on the Caspian Sea. His emblem in art is a flaying knife. The flayed 

Bartholomew can be seen in Michelangelo's Sistine painting of the Last Judgement. He is 

holding his skin. The face on the skin is generally considered to be a self-portrait of 

Michelangelo. 

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who gave to your apostle Bartholomew grace 

truly to believe and to preach your Word: Grant that your Church may love what he believed 

and preach what he taught; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen


