
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Track 1, October 29, 2017

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity;

and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 

opposite Jericho. And the Lord showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, all Naph′tali, 

the land of E′phraim and Manas′seh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, the 

Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, as far as Zo′ar. And 

the Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I 

will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over 

there.” So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word

of the Lord, and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-pe′or; but no 

man knows the place of his burial to this day. Moses was a hundred and twenty years old 

when he died; his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. And the people of Israel wept

for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses

were ended.

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands upon

him; so the people of Israel obeyed him, and did as the Lord had commanded Moses. And 

there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, 

none like him for all the signs and the wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of 

Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, and for all the mighty power and 

all the great and terrible deeds which Moses wrought in the sight of all Israel.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer



1 Lord, you have been our refuge * from one generation to another

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, * from age to 

age you are God.

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * "Go back, O child of earth."

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * and like a watch in the

night.

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * we fade away suddenly like the grass.

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * in the evening it is dried up and withered.

13 Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * be gracious to your servants.

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * so shall we rejoice and be glad all the 

days of our life.

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * and the years in which we 

suffered adversity.

16 Show your servants your works * and your splendor to their children.

17 May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; * prosper the work of our hands; 

prosper our handiwork.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 read from the God's Word Bible

You know, brothers and sisters, that our time with you was not wasted. As you know, we 

suffered rough and insulting treatment in Philippi. But our God gave us the courage to tell you 

his Good News in spite of strong opposition.

When we encouraged you, we didn’t use unethical schemes, corrupt practices, or deception. 

Rather, we are always spreading the Good News. God trusts us to do this because we 

passed his test. We don’t try to please people but God, who tests our motives. As you know, 

we never used flattery or schemes to make money. God is our witness! We didn’t seek praise 

from people, from you or from anyone else, although as apostles of Christ we had the right to 

do this.

Instead, we were gentle when we were with you, like a mother taking care of her children. We

felt so strongly about you that we were determined to share with you not only the Good News 



of God but also our lives. That’s how dear you were to us!

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

When the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they came together. And one

of them, an expert in the law, asked a question to test Him: “Teacher, which command in the 

law is the greatest?”

He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 

your mind. This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: Love your 

neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands.”

While the Pharisees were together, Jesus questioned them, “What do you think about the 

Messiah? Whose Son is He?”

“David’s,” they told Him.

He asked them, “How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls Him ‘Lord’:

The Lord declared to my Lord, 'Sit at My right hand until I put Your enemies under Your feet’?

“If David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how then can the Messiah be his Son?” No one was able to answer 

Him at all, and from that day no one dared to question Him anymore.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On November 2nd we celebrate All Soul's Day a commemoration of all 

faithful departed.

In the New Testament, the word “saints” is used to describe the entire membership of the 

Christian community, and, in the Collect for All Saints' Day, the word “elect” is used in a similar

sense. From very early times, however, the word “saint” came to be applied primarily to 



persons of heroic sanctity, whose deeds were recalled with gratitude by later generations.

Beginning in the tenth century, it became customary to set aside another day – as a sort of 

extension of All Saints – on which the Church remembered that vast body of the faithful who, 

though no less members of the company of the redeemed, are unknown in the wider 

fellowship of the Church. It was also a day for particular remembrance of family members and

friends.

Though the observance of the day was abolished at the Reformation because of abuses 

connected with Masses for the dead, a renewed understanding of its meaning has led to a 

widespread acceptance of this commemoration among Anglicans, and to its inclusion as an 

optional observance in the calendar of The Episcopal Church.

Let us pray: O God, the Maker and Redeemer of all believers: Grant to the faithful departed 

the unsearchable benefits of the passion of your Son; that on the day of his appearing they 

may be manifested as your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever. Amen.


