
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost, Track 1 Sunday, November 05, 2017

The Collect: Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer 

you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your 

heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Joshua 3:7-17 read from the International Children's Bible

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a great man to all the Israelites.

So the people will know I am with you just as I was with Moses. The priests will carry the Ark 

of the Covenant. Tell them this: ‘Go to the edge of the Jordan River and stand in the water.’”

Then Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here. Listen to the words of the Lord your 

God. Here is proof that the living God is with you. Here is proof that he will drive out the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and the Jebusites. This is the 

proof: The Ark of the Covenant will go ahead of you into the Jordan River. It is the Agreement 

with the Lord of the whole world. Now choose 12 men from among you. Choose 1 from each 

of the 12 tribes of Israel. The priests will carry the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, the Master 

of the whole world. They will carry it into the Jordan ahead of you. When they enter the water, 

the river will stop flowing. The water will be stopped. It will stand up in a heap as if a dam 

were there.”

So the priests carried the Ark of the Covenant. And the people left the place where they had 

camped. Then they started across the Jordan River. During harvest the Jordan is flooded. So 

the river was at its fullest. The priests who were carrying the Ark of the Covenant came to the 

edge of the river. And they stepped into the water. Just at that moment, the water stopped 

flowing. It stood up in a heap a great distance away at Adam. This is a town near Zarethan. 

The water flowing down to the Sea of Arabah (the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the 

people crossed the river near Jericho. The ground there became dry. The priests carried the 

Ark of the Covenant with the Lord to the middle of the river and stopped. They waited there 



while all the people of Israel walked across. They crossed the Jordan River on dry land.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * and his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * that he redeemed them from the 

hand of the foe.

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * from the east and from the west, from the north and 

from the south.

4 Some wandered in desert wastes; * they found no way to a city where they might dwell.

5 They were hungry and thirsty; * their spirits languished within them.

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * and he delivered them from their distress.

7 He put their feet on a straight path * to go to a city where they might dwell.

33 The Lord changed rivers into deserts, * and water-springs into thirsty ground,

34 A fruitful land into salt flats, * because of the wickedness of those who dwell there.

35 He changed deserts into pools of water * and dry land into water-springs.

36 He settled the hungry there, * and they founded a city to dwell in.

37 They sowed fields, and planted vineyards, * and brought in a fruitful harvest.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 read from the King James Version Bible

For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we 

would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.

Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved 

ourselves among you that believe: As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged 

every one of you, as a father doth his children, That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 

called you unto his kingdom and glory.

For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of 

God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word 

of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12 read from the Lexham English Bible

Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, “The scribes and the Pharisees 

sit on the seat of Moses. Therefore do and observe everything that they tell you, but do not do

as they do, for they tell others to do something and do not do it themselves. And they tie up 

heavy burdens and put them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing with 

their finger to move them. And they do all their deeds in order to be seen by people, for they 

make their phylacteries broad and make their tassels long. And they love the place of honor at

banquets and the best seats in the synagogues and the greetings in the marketplaces and to 

be called ‘Rabbi’ by people. But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ because one is your teacher,

and you are all brothers, And do not call anyone your father on earth, for one is your heavenly

Father. And do not be called teachers, because one is your teacher, the Christ. And the 

greatest among you will be your servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 

whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On November 6th we remember William Temple, Archbishop of 

Canterbury. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

William Temple was a reknowned teacher and preacher, regarded as one of the most 

exemplary Archbishops of Canterbury of the 20th century. His writings reflect a robust social 

theology that engages the challenges of modern industrialized society.

Temple was born October 15th, 1881, and baptized three weeks later, on November 6th, in 

Exeter Cathedral. His father, Dr. Frederick Temple, Bishop of Exeter and then of London, 

became Archbishop of Canterbury when William was fifteen. Growing up at the heart of the 

Church of England, William's love for it was deep and lifelong.

Endowed with a brilliant mind, Temple took a first-class honors degree in classics and 

philosophy at Oxford, where he was then elected Fellow of Queen's College. At the age of 

twenty-nine he became headmaster of Repton School, and then, in quick succession, rector 

of St. James's Church, Piccadilly, Bishop of Manchester, and Archbishop of York.

Though he was never subject to poverty himself, he developed a passion for social justice 



which shaped his words and his actions. He owed this passion to a profound belief in the 

Incarnation. He wrote that in Jesus Christ God took flesh and dwelt among us, and, as a 

consequence, “the personality of every man and women is sacred.”

In 1917, Temple resigned from St. James's, Piccadilly, to devote his energies to the “Life and 

Liberty” movement for reform within the Church of England. Two years later, an Act of 

Parliament led to the setting up of the Church Assembly, which for the first time gave the laity 

a voice in Church matters.

As bishop, and later as archbishop, Temple committed himself to seeking “the things which 

pertain to the Kingdom of God.” He understood the Incarnation as giving worth and meaning 

not only to individuals but to all of life. He therefore took the lead in establishing the 

Conference on Christian Politics, Economics, and Citizenship (COPEC), held in 1924.

In 1940, he convened the great Malvern Conference to reflect on the social reconstruction 

that would be needed in Britain once the Second World War was over.

At the same time, he was a prolific writer on theological, ecumenical, and social topics, and 

his two-volume Readings in St. John's Gospel, written in the early days of the war, rapidly 

became a spiritual classic.

In 1942, Temple was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and reached an even wider 

audience through his wartime radio addresses and newspaper articles. However, the scope of

his responsibilities and the pace he set himself took their toll. On October 26, 1944, he died at

Westgate-on-Sea, Kent, after only two and a half years at Canterbury.

Let us pray: O God of light and love, you illumined your Church through the witness of your 

servant William Temple: Inspire us, we pray, by his teaching and example, that we may 

rejoice with courage, confidence and faith in the Word made flesh, and may be led to 

establish that city which has justice for its foundation and love for its law; through Jesus 

Christ, the light of the world, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen.


