
First Sunday of Advent Sunday, December 03, 2017

The Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 

judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-9 read from read from the God's Word Bible

If only you would split open the heavens and come down! The mountains would quake at your

presence. Be like the fire that kindles brushwood and makes water boil. Come down to make 

your name known to your enemies. The nations will tremble in your presence. When you did 

awe-inspiring things that we didn’t expect, you came down and the mountains quaked in your 

presence. No one has ever heard, no one has paid attention, and no one has seen any god 

except you. You help those who wait for you.

You greeted the one who gladly does right and remembers your ways. You showed your 

anger, because we’ve sinned. We’ve continued to sin for a long time. Can we still be saved? 

We’ve all become unclean, and all our righteous acts are like permanently stained rags. All of 

us shrivel like leaves, and our sins carry us away like the wind. No one calls on your name or 

tries to hold on to you. You have hidden your face from us. You have let us be ruined by our 

sins.

But now, Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our potter. We are the work of

your hands. Don’t be too angry, Lord. Don’t remember our sin forever. Now look, we are all 

your people.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * shine forth, you that are enthroned



upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * stir up your strength and come to 

help us.

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4 O Lord God of hosts, * how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * the son of man you have made so 

strong for yourself.

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 the Holman Christian Standard Bible

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I always thank my God for you because of God’s grace given to you in Christ Jesus, that by 

Him you were enriched in everything—in all speech and all knowledge. In this way, the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among you, so that you do not lack any spiritual gift as 

you eagerly wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the 

end, so that you will be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; you 

were called by Him into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 read from The International Children's Bible

“During the days after this trouble comes, ‘The sun will grow dark. And the moon will not give 

its light. The stars will fall from the sky. And everything in the sky will be changed.’

“Then people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. The Son 



of Man will send his angels all around the earth. They will gather his chosen people from 

every part of the earth.

“The fig tree teaches us a lesson: When its branches become green and soft, and new leaves

begin to grow, then you know that summer is near. So also when you see all these things 

happening, then you will know that the time is near, ready to come. I tell you the truth. All 

these things will happen while the people of this time are still living. The whole world, earth 

and sky, will be destroyed, but the words I have said will never be destroyed.

“No one knows when that day or time will be. The Son and the angels in heaven don’t know. 

Only the Father knows. Be careful! Always be ready! You don’t know when that time will be. It 

is like a man who goes on a trip. He leaves his house and lets his servants take care of it. He 

gives each servant a special job to do. One servant has the work of guarding the door. The 

man tells this servant always to be watchful. This is what I am now telling you. You must 

always be ready. You don’t know when the owner of the house will come back. He might 

come in the evening, or at midnight, or in the early morning, or when the sun rises. He might 

come back quickly. If you are always ready, then he will not find you sleeping. I tell you this, 

and I say this to everyone: ‘Be ready!’”

The Gospel of the Lord

On December 6 we celebrate the life Nikolaos  of Myra

The story of St. Nicholas offers a possible way of dealing with the "Santa Claus" problem, to 

parents who do not want to lie to their children, even in fun, but do not want to say simply: 

"Bah, humbug! There is no such thing as Santa."

Nicholas was a native of the western part of what is now Asiatic Turkey. He became Bishop of

Myra in the fourth century, and there are many stories of his love for God and for his neighbor.

The best-known story involves a man with three unmarried daughters, and not enough money

to provide them with suitable dowries. This meant that they could not marry, and were likely to

end up as prostitutes. Nicholas walked by the man's house on three successive nights, and 

each time threw a bag of gold in through a window (or, when the story came to be told in 



colder climates, down the chimney). Thus, the daughters were saved from a life of shame, 

and all got married and lived happily ever after.

Because of this and similar stories, Nicholas became a symbol of anonymous gift-giving. 

Hence, if we give a gift to someone today without saying whom it is from, it can be called "a 

present from Saint Nicholas (or Santa Claus)." Some parents explain this to their children and

invite the child to join them in wrapping a toy (either something purchased for that purpose, at 

least partly with the child's allowance, or else a toy that the child has outgrown but that is still 

serviceable) or an outgrown but not shabby item of the child's clothing, or a package of food, 

and then going along to donate it to a suitable shelter that will give it to someone who will 

welcome it. This gift is then called "a present from Santa," so that the child understands that 

this is another name for an anonymous gift given to someone whom we do not know, but 

whom we love anyway because God does.

Pictures of Nicholas often show three bags of gold next to him, and often these bags have 

become simply three disks or balls. Nicholas became the patron of an Italian city that was a 

center of the pawnbroking business, and hence a pawnbroking shop traditionally advertises 

by displaying three gold balls over its front door.

In many countries, Nicholas visits children on his feast day, December Sixth, and brings them 

gifts then. In these countries, there is usually no exchange of Christmas presents, but there 

may be gifts again on January Sixth, the feast of the coming of the Wise Men, who brought 

gifts to the Holy Child of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

If you want to show your children (or yourself) how Nicholas is remembered by Christians with

a background different from your own, you might want to attend an Eastern Orthodox service 

at this time of the year. Many Eastern Orthodox congregations have services on the evening 

before December Sixth that feature "visits from Saint Nicholas." He appears as a bishop, with 

no red suit. The faithful leave their shoes outside the church door, and find in them afterwards

gold coins (actually chocolate wrapped in gold foil) representing the gold dowries of the three 

daughters.



Let us pray: Almighty God, who in your love gave to your servant Nicholas of Myra a 

perpetual name for deeds of kindness on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that your Church may

never cease to work for the happiness of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, 

and the help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen


