
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 22, 2018, Track 1

The Collect: Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we 

ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us 

those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 

through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a read from the The message Bible

Before long, the king made himself at home and God gave him peace from all his enemies. 

Then one day King David said to Nathan the prophet, “Look at this: Here I am, comfortable in 

a luxurious house of cedar, and the Chest of God sits in a plain tent.”

Nathan told the king, “Whatever is on your heart, go and do it. God is with you.”

But that night, the word of God came to Nathan saying, “Go and tell my servant David: This is 

God’s word on the matter: You’re going to build a ‘house’ for me to live in? Why, I haven’t lived

in a ‘house’ from the time I brought the children of Israel up from Egypt till now. All that time 

I’ve moved about with nothing but a tent. And in all my travels with Israel, did I ever say to any

of the leaders I commanded to shepherd Israel, ‘Why haven’t you built me a house of cedar?’

“So here is what you are to tell my servant David: The God-of-the-Angel-Armies has this word

for you: I took you from the pasture, tagging along after sheep, and made you prince over my 

people Israel. I was with you everywhere you went and mowed your enemies down before 

you. Now I’m making you famous, to be ranked with the great names on earth. And I’m going 

to set aside a place for my people Israel and plant them there so they’ll have their own home 

and not be knocked around any more. Nor will evil men afflict you as they always have, even 

during the days I set judges over my people Israel. Finally, I’m going to give you peace from 

all your enemies.

“Furthermore, God has this message for you: God himself will build you a house! When your 



life is complete and you’re buried with your ancestors, then I’ll raise up your child, your own 

flesh and blood, to succeed you, and I’ll firmly establish his rule. He will build a house to 

honor me, and I will guarantee his kingdom’s rule permanently. I’ll be a father to him, and he’ll

be a son to me.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 89:20-37 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

20 I have found David my servant; * with my holy oil have I anointed him.

21 My hand will hold him fast * and my arm will make him strong.

22 No enemy shall deceive him, * nor any wicked man bring him down.

23 I will crush his foes before him * and strike down those who hate him.

24 My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * and he shall be victorious through my Name.

25 I shall make his dominion extend * from the Great Sea to the River.

26 He will say to me, 'You are my Father, * my God, and the rock of my salvation.'

27 I will make him my firstborn * and higher than the kings of the earth.

28 I will keep my love for him for ever, * and my covenant will stand firm for him.

29 I will establish his line for ever * and his throne as the days of heaven."

30 "If his children forsake my law *  and do not walk according to my judgments;

31 If they break my statutes * and do not keep my commandments;

32 I will punish their transgressions with a rod * and their iniquities with the lash;

33 But I will not take my love from him, * nor let my faithfulness prove false.

34 I will not break my covenant, * nor change what has gone out of my lips.

35 Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: * 'I will not lie to David.

36 His line shall endure for ever * and his throne as the sun before me;

37 It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, * the abiding witness in the sky.'

Epistle: Ephesians 2:11-22 read from the Modern English Version Bible

Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called the 

“uncircumcision” by the so-called “circumcision” in the flesh by human hands, were at that 

time apart from Christ, alienated from the citizenship of Israel and strangers to the covenants 



of promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who were

formerly far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

For He is our peace, who has made both groups one and has broken down the barrier of the 

dividing wall,by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of the commandments 

contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus 

making peace, and that He might reconcile both to God into one body through the cross, 

thereby slaying the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were far away and 

peace to those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the 

Father.

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but are fellow citizens with the 

saints and members of the household of God, having been built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,in whom the entire 

building, tightly framed together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are 

being built together into a dwelling place of God through the Spirit.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 read from the New American Standard Bible

The apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they reported to Him all that they had done 

and taught. And He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a 

while.” (For there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time to 

eat.) They went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves.

The people saw them going, and many recognized them and ran there together on foot from 

all the cities, and got there ahead of them. When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, 

and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He 

began to teach them many things.

When they had crossed over they came to land at Gennesaret, and moored to the shore. 

When they got out of the boat, immediately the people recognized Him, and ran about that 



whole country and began to carry here and there on their pallets those who were sick, to the 

place they heard He was. Wherever He entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were 

laying the sick in the market places, and imploring Him that they might just touch the fringe of 

His cloak; and as many as touched it were being cured.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 26th we remember Charles Raymond Barnes, Episcopal Priest 

and martyr. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Charles Barnes was an Episcopal priest and martyr, slain for exposing atrocities in the 

Dominican Republic under the rule of Rafael Trujillo.

Barnes was born in 1892 and studied at The University of the South, Sewanne, Tennessee, 

and at Columbia University and General Theological Seminary in New York. After ordination, 

he served parishes in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,  and in British Honduras, now Belize. In 

1936, Barnes traveled to the Dominican Republic to serve as the Vicar of Epiphany Church in 

the capital, Santo Domingo.

Economic conditions were poor across the island of Hispaniola, and many Haitians had come 

to the Dominican Republic to work in the fields; after harsh deportation measures failed to 

change the situation, the dictator Trujillo ordered a massacre of Haitian immigrants. Barnes 

learned of the atrocities being committed and secretly wrote articles about the events, hoping 

to bring international attention to bear on the situation.

After a friend was found with one of the articles in his possession while leaving the country, 

three plainclothes policemen visited the rectory where Barnes lived on July 26th, 1938, and 

murdered him. He was buried in the chancel of Epiphany Church, now the Episcopal 

Cathedral of the Epiphany, and is considered the Martyr of the Dominican Episcopal Church.

Let us pray: Grant, we pray, merciful God, that your Church standing firm in the witness of 

your Son and following the good example of your servant Charles Barnes may ever speak 



boldly against evil and confess the truth before the rulers of this world; through your Son 

Jesus Christ who with you and the Holy Spirit, live and reign, One God, now and forever. 

Amen. 


