Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 19, 2018
The Collect: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and
also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming
work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 read from the King James Bible
So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.
And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years reigned he in
Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.
Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established
greatly.
And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father: only he sacrificed
and burnt incense in high places.
And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: a thousand
burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar.
In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall
give thee.
And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy,
according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart
with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit
on his throne, as it is this day.
And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I
am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.
And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that
cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.
Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern
between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?
And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.

And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself
long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but
hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment;
Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an
understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any
arise like unto thee.
And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that
there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.
And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father
David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.
The Word of the Lord

Psalm 111 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * in the assembly of the
upright, in the congregation.
2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! * they are studied by all who delight in them.
3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, * and his righteousness endures for ever.
4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * the Lord is gracious and full of
compassion.
5 He gives food to those who fear him; * he is ever mindful of his covenant.
6 He has shown his people the power of his works * in giving them the lands of the nations.
7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * all his commandments are sure.
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * because they are done in truth and equity.
9 He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for ever; * holy and
awesome is his Name.
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * those who act accordingly have a good
understanding; his praise endures for ever.

Epistle: Ephesians 5:15-20 read from the Lexham English Bible
Therefore, consider carefully how you live, not as unwise but as wise, making the most of the

time because the days are evil.
Because of this do not become foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not
be drunk with wine (in which is dissipation), but be filled by the Spirit, speaking to one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and singing praise in your heart to the Lord,
giving thanks always for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to the God and Father,
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 6:51-58 read from the Message Bible
I am the Bread—living Bread!—who came down out of heaven. Anyone who eats this Bread
will live—and forever! The Bread that I present to the world so that it can eat and live is
myself, this flesh-and-blood self.”
At this, the Jews started fighting among themselves: “How can this man serve up his flesh for
a meal?”
But Jesus didn’t give an inch. “Only insofar as you eat and drink flesh and blood, the flesh and
blood of the Son of Man, do you have life within you. The one who brings a hearty appetite to
this eating and drinking has eternal life and will be fit and ready for the Final Day. My flesh is
real food and my blood is real drink. By eating my flesh and drinking my blood you enter into
me and I into you. In the same way that the fully alive Father sent me here and I live because
of him, so the one who makes a meal of me lives because of me. This is the Bread from
heaven. Your ancestors ate bread and later died. Whoever eats this Bread will live always.”
The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On August 24th we celebrate the life of Bartholomew the Apostle
and Martyr
The name "Bartholomew" appears in the New Testament only on lists of the names of the
twelve apostles. This list normally is given as six pairs, and the third pair in each of the
Synoptics is "Philip and Bartholomew"

John gives no list of the Twelve, but refers to more of them individually than the Synoptists.
He does not name Bartholomew, but early in his account he tells of the call to discipleship of a
Nathaniel who is often presumed to be the same person. The reasoning is as follows: John's
Nathanael is introduced as one of the earliest followers of Jesus, and in terms which suggest
that he became one of the Twelve. He is clearly not the same as Peter, Andrew, James, John,
Philip, Thomas, Judas Iscariot, Judas, all of whom John names separately. He is not Matthew,
whose call is described differently. This leaves Bartholomew, James the son of Alpheus, and
Simon Zelotes. Of these, Bartholomew is the leading candidate for two reasons:
(1) "Bar-tholomew" is a patronymic, meaning "son of Tolmai." It is therefore likely that he had
another name. "Nathanael son of Tolmai" seems more likely than "Nathanael also called
James (or Simon)."
(2) Nathanael is introduced in John's narrative as a friend of Philip. Since Bartholomew is
paired with Philip on three of our four lists of Apostles, it seems likely that they were
associated.
We have no certain information about Bartholomew's later life. Some writers, including the
historian Eusebius of Caesarea, say that he preached in India. The majority tradition, with
varying details, is that Bartholomew preached in Armenia, and was finally skinned alive and
beheaded in Albanus or Albanopolis on the Caspian Sea. His emblem in art is a flaying knife.
The flayed Bartholomew can be seen in Michelangelo's Sistine painting of the Last Judgment.
He is holding his skin. The face on the skin is generally considered to be a self-portrait of
Michelangelo.

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who gave to your apostle Bartholomew grace
truly to believe and to preach your Word: Grant that your Church may love what he believed
and preach what he taught; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen

