
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 26, 2018

The Collect: Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by 

your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43 read from the Modern English Version Bible

Then Solomon stood in front of the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the congregation of 

Israel and spread his hands toward heaven. and he said, “Lord God of Israel, there is no God 

like You in heaven above or on earth below who keeps covenant and mercy with Your 

servants who walk before You with all their hearts, who have kept what You promised Your 

servant David my father. You spoke also with Your mouth and have fulfilled it with Your hand, 

as it is this day.

“Therefore, Lord God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your servant David my father, 

saying, ‘You will not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, so long as your 

sons take heed to their way, that they walk before Me as you have walked before Me.’ Now, O

God of Israel, let Your word, I pray, be fulfilled, which You spoke to Your servant David my 

father.

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? See, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot 

contain You. How much less can this house that I have built? Yet give consideration to the 

prayer of Your servant and to his supplication, O Lord my God; listen to the cry and to the 

prayer which Your servant prays before You today, that Your eyes may be upon this house 

night and day, even toward the place of which You have said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that 

You may listen to the prayer which Your servant shall make toward this place. Please listen to 

the supplication of Your servant and of Your people Israel when they pray toward this place. 

May You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, and when You hear, forgive.

“Also concerning the foreigner who is not of Your people Israel and comes from a far country 



for Your name’s sake (for they will hear of Your great name and of Your strong hand and of 

Your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this house, may You hear in 

heaven, Your dwelling place, and do all that the foreigner asks of You, so all people of the 

earth will know Your name, to fear You as Your people Israel do, and that they may know that 

this house, which I have built, is called by Your name. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 84 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * My soul has a desire and longing for the

courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * for the early rains 

have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height, * and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God; * and look upon the face of your Anointed.

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * and to stand at the 

threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * he will give grace and glory;

11 No good thing will the Lord withhold * from those who walk with integrity.

12 O Lord of hosts, * happy are they who put their trust in you!

Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-20 read from the New American Standard Bible

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the full armor of God, so 

that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, 



take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done

everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having 

put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the 

gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to 

extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert 

with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may

be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the 

gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I 

ought to speak.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 6:56-69 read from the New Century Version Bible

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood live in me, and I live in them. The living Father 

sent me, and I live because of the Father. So whoever eats me will live because of me. I am 

not like the bread your ancestors ate. They ate that bread and still died. I am the bread that 

came down from heaven, and whoever eats this bread will live forever.” Jesus said all these 

things while he was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.

When the followers of Jesus heard this, many of them said, “This teaching is hard. Who can 

accept it?”

Knowing that his followers were complaining about this, Jesus said, “Does this teaching 

bother you? Then will it also bother you to see the Son of Man going back to the place where 

he came from? It is the Spirit that gives life. The flesh doesn’t give life. The words I told you 

are spirit, and they give life. But some of you don’t believe.” (Jesus knew from the beginning 

who did not believe and who would turn against him.) Jesus said, “That is the reason I said, ‘If

the Father does not bring a person to me, that one cannot come.’”



After Jesus said this, many of his followers left him and stopped following him.

Jesus asked the twelve followers, “Do you want to leave, too?”

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, who would we go to? You have the words that give eternal 

life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One from God.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 27th we remember Thomas Gallaudet & Henry Winter Syle, 

Priests read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses

Ministry to the deaf in The Episcopal Church begins with Thomas Gallaudet and his protege, 

Henry Winter Syle. Withoug Gallaudet's genius and zeal for the spiritual well-being of deaf 

persons, it is improbable that a history of ministry to the deaf in The Episcopal Church could 

be written. He has been called “The Apostle to the Deaf”. 

Gallaudet was born Jun 3, 1822, in Hartford Connecticut, the eldest son of Thomas Hopkins 

Gallaudet , founder of the West Hartford School for the Deaf, whose wife, Sophia, was a deaf-

mute.

After graduating from Trinity College in Hartford, Thomas announced his intention of being 

confirmed and becoming a priest in The Episcopal Church. His father prevailed upon him to 

postpone a final decision, and to accept a teaching position in the New York Institution for 

Deaf-Mutes. There he met and married Elizabeth Budd, a deaf-mute. Gallaudet was ordained 

deacon in 1850 and served his diaconate at St. Stephen's Church, where he established a 

Bible class for deaf persons.

Ordained a priest in 1851, Gallaudet became Assistant Rector at St. Ann's Church, where he 

conceived a plan for establishing a church that would be a spiritual home for deaf people. 

This became a reality the following year, with the founding of St. Ann's Church for Deaf-

Mutes. The congregation was able to purchase a church building in 1859, and it became a 

center for missionary work to the deaf continuing into its merger with the parish of Calvary-St. 



George in 1976. As a result of this ministry, mission congregations were established in many 

cities. Gallaudet died on August 27th, 1902.

One fruit of Gallaudet's ministry was Henry Winter Syle, who had lost his hearing as the result

of scarlet fever. Educated at Trinity College, Hartford: St. John's College, Cambridge, 

England; and Yale; Syle was a brilliant student, who persisted in his determination to obtain 

an education, despite his handicap and fragile health. He was encouraged by Gallaudet to 

seek Holy Orders, and, having moved to Philadelphia was supported by Bishop Stevens, 

against the opposition of many who believed that the impairment of one of the senses was an 

impediment to ordination. Syle was ordained in 1876, the first deaf person to received Holy 

Orders in this Church. In 1888, he built All Souls Church for the Deaf in Philadelphia, the first 

Episcopal church constructed especially for deaf persons. He died on January 6th, 1890.

Let us pray: O Loving God, whose will it is that everyone should come to you and be saved: 

We bless your holy Name for your servants Thomas Gallaudet and Henry Winter Syle, and 

we pray that you will continually move your Church to respond in love to the needs of all 

people; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and for ever. Amen. 


