
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany Sunday, February 17, 2019

The Collect: O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our 

prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help 

of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 17:5-10 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

5 Thus says the Lord:

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man

    and makes flesh his arm,

    whose heart turns away from the Lord.

6 He is like a shrub in the desert,

    and shall not see any good come.

He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness,

    in an uninhabited salt land.

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,

    whose trust is the Lord.

8 He is like a tree planted by water,

    that sends out its roots by the stream,

and does not fear when heat comes,

    for its leaves remain green,

and is not anxious in the year of drought,

    for it does not cease to bear fruit.”

9 The heart is deceitful above all things,

    and desperately corrupt;

    who can understand it?

10 “I the Lord search the mind

    and try the heart,

to give every man according to his ways,



    according to the fruit of his doings.”

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 1 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

       nor lingered in the way of sinners,

       nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *

       and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *

       everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *

       they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

       nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *

       but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 read from the God's Word Bible

12 If we have told you that Christ has been brought back to life, how can some of you say that

coming back from the dead is impossible? 13 If the dead can’t be brought back to life, then 

Christ hasn’t come back to life. 14 If Christ hasn’t come back to life, our message has no 

meaning and your faith also has no meaning. 15 In addition, we are obviously witnesses who 

lied about God because we testified that he brought Christ back to life. But if it’s true that the 

dead don’t come back to life, then God didn’t bring Christ back to life. 16 Certainly, if the dead

don’t come back to life, then Christ hasn’t come back to life either. 17 If Christ hasn’t come 

back to life, your faith is worthless and sin still has you in its power. 18 Then those who have 

died as believers in Christ no longer exist. 19 If Christ is our hope in this life only, we deserve 

more pity than any other people.



20 But now Christ has come back from the dead. He is the very first person of those who 

have died to come back to life.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

17 After coming down with them, He stood on a level place with a large crowd of His disciples

and a great number of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and from the seacoast of Tyre 

and Sidon. 18 They came to hear Him and to be healed of their diseases; and those 

tormented by unclean spirits were made well. 19 The whole crowd was trying to touch 

Him, because power was coming out from Him and healing them all.

20 Then looking up at His disciples, He said:

You who are poor are blessed,

because the kingdom of God is yours.

21 You who are now hungry are blessed,

because you will be filled.

You who now weep are blessed,

because you will laugh.

22 You are blessed when people hate you,

when they exclude you, insult you,

and slander your name as evil

because of the Son of Man.

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! Take note—your reward is great in heaven, for this is 

the way their ancestors used to treat the prophets.

24 But woe to you who are rich,

for you have received your comfort.

25 Woe to you who are now full,

for you will be hungry.

Woe to you who are now laughing,

for you will mourn and weep.

26 Woe to you

when all people speak well of you,



for this is the way their ancestors

used to treat the false prophets.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On February 21st we remember John Henry Newman, Priest and 

Theologian. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

John Henry Newman was among the founders of the Oxford Movement and a prolific 

tractarian, having authored two dozen of the Tracts of the Times, the series of pamphlets 

setting forth the tenets of the movement. Most notably, New man is remembered as the 

author of Tract 90, in which he sought to reconcile the teaching of Roman Catholicism with 

the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England.

Newman was born in London in 1801 and was educated at Oxford. While a Fellow and Tutor 

at Oriel College, his evangelical upbringing gave way to a more catholic understanding of the 

Christian faith. He was ordained in 1826, and, within two years, became the Vicar of St. 

Mary's Church Oxford.

Newman was an avid student of the writings of the early church. Although he couild be critical 

of the teachings of the Roman Church in his day, he was even more troubled by the 

theological state of the Church of England, particularly when weighed against what he 

understood to be the standards of the ancient church. His passionate interests in the texts of 

the early centuries of Christianity led Newman to question the position of Scripture as the 

unchecked rule and standard of the church's faith. For Newman, Scripture was a critical 

importance, but it could not stand alone; it had to be held in balance with the writings of the 

early church and the theological tradition of the church through the ages.

Although the other leaders of the Oxford Movement remained loyal to the Anglican tradition, 

spending their vocations advocating positions similar to his, Newman found it difficult to 

withstand the furor of the church's infighting, particularly after the publication of Tract 90. In 

1845, he was received into the Roman Catholic Church and soon thereafter went to Rome, 

where he was ordained to the priesthood. He became a member of the Congregation of the 



Oratory. Upon his return to England he established a house of the Oratory near Birmingham, 

where he lived for the rest of his life.

Although his relationship with the Roman Church in England was at times problematic, Pope 

Leo XIII made him a Cardinal in 1877. He died on August 11th, 1890.

Let us pray: God of all wisdom, we offer thanks for John Henry Newman, whose eloquence 

bore witness that your Church is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic, even amid the changes 

and cares of this world: Grant that, inspired by his words and example, we may ever follow 

your kindly light till we rest in your bosom, with your dear Son Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit; for you live and reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


