
Third Sunday in Lent Sunday, March 24, 2019

The Collect: Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: 

Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended 

from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may 

assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 3:1-15 read from the King James Bible

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock 

to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

2 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: 

and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.

4 And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of 

the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.

5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 

thou standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

7 And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and 

have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;

8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up 

out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto 

the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the 

Hivites, and the Jebusites.

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also 

seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my 

people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should 



bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?

12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have 

sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this

mountain.

13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say 

unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is 

his name? what shall I say unto them?

14 And God said unto Moses, I Am That I Am: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 

children of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.

15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 

the Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 

hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 63:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *

      my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,

      as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *

      that I might behold your power and your glory.

3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *

      my lips shall give you praise.

4 So will I bless you as long as I live *

      and lift up my hands in your Name.

5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *

      and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

6 When I remember you upon my bed, *

      and meditate on you in the night watches.

7 For you have been my helper, *

      and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

8 My soul clings to you; *



      your right hand holds me fast.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 read from Lexham English Bible

For I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all

went through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and 

all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from 

the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 But God was not pleased with

the majority of them, for they were struck down in the desert.

6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we should not be desirers of 

evil things, just as those also desired them, 7 and not become idolaters, as some of them did, 

just as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play,”[a] 8 nor 

commit sexual immorality, as some of them committed sexual immorality, and twenty-three 

thousand fell in one day, 9 nor put Christ to the test, as some of them tested him, and were 

destroyed by snakes, 10 nor grumble, just as some of them grumbled, and were destroyed by

the destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to those people as an example, but are written 

for our instruction, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore, the one who 

thinks that he stands must watch out lest he fall. 13 Temptation has not come upon you 

except what is common to humanity. But God is faithful, who will not permit you to be tempted

beyond what you are able, but will also make a way out together with the temptation, so that 

you may be able to endure it.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 read from Message Bible

1-5 About that time some people came up and told him about the Galileans Pilate had killed 

while they were at worship, mixing their blood with the blood of the sacrifices on the altar. 

Jesus responded, “Do you think those murdered Galileans were worse sinners than all other 

Galileans? Not at all. Unless you turn to God, you, too, will die. And those eighteen in 

Jerusalem the other day, the ones crushed and killed when the Tower of Siloam collapsed 

and fell on them, do you think they were worse citizens than all other Jerusalemites? Not at 

all. Unless you turn to God, you, too, will die.”



6-7 Then he told them a story: “A man had an apple tree planted in his front yard. He came to 

it expecting to find apples, but there weren’t any. He said to his gardener, ‘What’s going on 

here? For three years now I’ve come to this tree expecting apples and not one apple have I 

found. Chop it down! Why waste good ground with it any longer?’

8-9 “The gardener said, ‘Let’s give it another year. I’ll dig around it and fertilize, and maybe it 

will produce next year; if it doesn’t, then chop it down.’”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On March 27 we celebrate the life of Charles Henry Brent, Bishop of 

the Philippines and of Western New York, read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Charles Henry Brent was born at New Castle, Ontario, Canada, on April 9, 1862 and was 

educated at Trinity College, University of Toronto. Ordained priest in 1887 in Canada, he 

came to the United States in his first call as an assistant at St. Paul's Cathedral in Buffalo, 

New York. In 1888 he became associate rector at St. John the Evangelist in Boston, 

Massachusetts, with responsibility for St. Augustine's, an African American congregation. He 

was serving at St. Step hen's Boston, when in 1901 he was elected by the House of Bishops 

as Missionary Bishop of the Philippines.

In the Philippines, he began a crusade against the opium traffic, a campaign he later 

expanded to the continent of Asia. He became President of the Opium Conference in 

Shanghai in 1909, and represented the United States on the league of Nations Narcotics 

Committee. He also established cordial relations with the Philippine Independent Church, 

which led, ultimately, to intercommunion with that church.

Bishop Brent served as Senior Chaplain of the American Expeditionary Forces in World War I.

When General Pershing was given the command in 1917, he asked Brent to organize the 

chaplaincy for the force and then persuaded him to stay on to run the organization he had 

created, a first for the US Army in terms of scale and centralization, the precedent for the 

creation of the post of Chief of Chaplains in 1920. In 1918, he accepted election as Bishop of 

Western New Your, having declined three previous elections in order to remain at his post in 

the Philippines.



Brent was the outstanding figure of The Episcopal Church on the world scene for two 

decades. The central focus of his life and ministry was the cause of Christian Unity. After 

attending the Wold Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910, he led The Episcopal 

Church in the Movement that culminated in the first World Conference on Faith and Order, 

which was held in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1927, and over which he presided. He died in 

1929 and is buried in the main cemetery in Lausanne in the section reserved for “honored 

foreigners”; his tomb is still often visited and adorned with commemorative plaques brought 

by delegations from the Philippines.

James Thayer Addison, the historian, described Brent as “a saint of disciplined mental vigor, 

one whom soldiers were proud to salute and whom children were happy to play with, who 

could dominate a parliament and minister to an invalid, a preis and bishop who gloried in the 

heritage of this Church, yet who stood among all Christian brothers as one who served... He 

was everywhere an ambassador of Christ.

Brent was also a man of prayer. One of his prayers for the mission of the Church has been 

included in the Book of Common Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of 

love on he hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving 

embrace: So clothe us with your Spirit that we, reaching fourth our hands in love, may bring 

those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of you Name.”

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, whose Son prayed that we all might be one: deliver us from 

arrogance and prejudice, and give us wisdom and forbearance, that, following your servant 

Charles Henry Brent, we may be united in one family with all who confess the Name of thy 

Son Jesus Christ: who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen


