Easter Day Sunday, April 21, 2019
The Collect: O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of
the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy:
Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his
resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 read from the American Standard Version Bible
34 And Peter opened his mouth, and said,
Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 35 but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him. 36 The word which he sent
unto the children of Israel, preaching good tidings of peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of
all)— 37 that saying ye yourselves know, which was published throughout all Judaea,
beginning from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 38 even Jesus of
Nazareth, how God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power: who went about
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39 And
we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the country of the Jews, and in
Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hanging him on a tree. 40 Him God raised up the third
day, and gave him to be made manifest, 41 not to all the people, but unto witnesses that
were chosen before of God, even to us, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42 And he charged us to preach unto the people, and to testify that this is he who is
ordained of God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him bear all the prophets
witness, that through his name every one that believeth on him shall receive remission of
sins.
The Word of the Lord

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, *

“His mercy endures for ever.”
14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *
and he has become my salvation.
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *
in the tents of the righteous:
16 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”
17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the Lord.
18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *
but he did not hand me over to death.
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20 “This is the gate of the Lord; *
he who is righteous may enter.”
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 On this day the Lord has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 read from the Douay-Rheims Bible
19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, the first fruits of them that sleep:
21 For by a man came death, and by a man the resurrection of the dead.
22 And as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.

23 But every one in his own order: the first fruits Christ, then they that are of Christ, who
have believed in his coming.
24 Afterwards the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God and the
Father, when he shall have brought to nought all principality, and power, and virtue.
25 For he must reign, until he hath put all his enemies under his feet.
26 And the enemy death shall be destroyed last: For he hath put all things under his feet.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 20:1-18 read from the God's Word Bible
Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary from Magdala went to the tomb. She
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb’s entrance. 2 So she ran to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, whom Jesus loved. She told them, “They have removed the
Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him.”
3 So Peter and the other disciple headed for the tomb. 4 The two were running side by
side, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 He bent over
and looked inside the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there but didn’t go inside.
6 Simon Peter arrived after him and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying
there. 7 He also saw the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t lying with the strips
of linen but was rolled up separately. 8 Then the other disciple, who arrived at the tomb
first, went inside. He saw and believed. 9 They didn’t know yet what Scripture meant when
it said that Jesus had to come back to life. 10 So the disciples went back home.
11 Mary, however, stood there and cried as she looked at the tomb. As she cried, she bent
over and looked inside. 12 She saw two angels in white clothes. They were sitting where
the body of Jesus had been lying. One angel was where Jesus’ head had been, and the
other was where his feet had been. 13 The angels asked her why she was crying.
Mary told them, “They have removed my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.”
14 After she said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there. However, she

didn’t know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus asked her, “Why are you crying? Who are you
looking for?”
Mary thought it was the gardener speaking to her. So she said to him, “Sir, if you carried
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I’ll remove him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
Mary turned around and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (This word means “teacher.”)
17 Jesus told her, “Don’t hold on to me. I have not yet gone to the Father. But go to my
brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and your Father, to my God
and your God.’”
18 Mary from Magdala went to the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord.” She
also told them what he had said to her.
The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On April 24 we recognize the Genocide Remembrance day.
Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.
This day is set aside in the calendar of the church to hold in remembrance those who have
died and those whose lives have been severely damaged as a result of acts of genocide:
the systematic and intentional destruction of a people by death, by the imposition of severe
mental or physical abuse, by the forced displacement of children, or by other atrocities
designed to destroy the lives and human dignity of large groups of people.
This day is chosen for the commemoration because the international community
recognizes April 24th as a day of remembrance for the Armenian Genocide, the systematic
annihilation of the Armenian people during and just after World War I. On April 24, 1915,
more than 250 Armenian notables-were rounded up, imprisoned, tortured, and killed.
Before the cessation of conflict, it is estimated that as many as one-and-a-half million

Armenians perished, many as the result of forced marches, deliberate starvation, and
heinous massacres.
President Theodore Roosevelt declared the Armenian Genocide to be the greatest crime
of World War I. The close relationships between Anglicans and Episcopalians and our
sisters and brothers in the Armenian Church made the remembrance of this day a
particular sign of our fellowship in the body of Christ.
Tragically, human history is littered with such atrocities, and the Armenian Genocide was
far from the last such mass extermination of people in the twentieth century. One need
only mentiond Croatia, Nazi Germany, Zanzibar, Guatemala, Bangladesh, Burundi,
Equatorial Guinea, East Timor, Cambodia, Afghanistan, Kurdish Iraq, and Tibet, and this is
by no means a comprehensive list. The unflinching resolve of people of faith, in prayer and
in action, is critical if the travesty of human genocide is to be curbed and eventually
stopped.
Let us Pray: Almighty God, our Refuge and our Rock, your loving care knows no bounds
and embraces all the peoples of the earth: Defend and protect those who fall victim to the
forces of evil, and, as we remember this day those who endured depredation of what they
had done or failed to do, give us the courage to stand against hatred and oppression and
to seek the dignity and well-being of all for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, in whom
you have reconciled the world to yourself; and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

