Second Sunday of Easter Sunday, April 28, 2019
The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's
Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 5:27-32 read from The Holman Christian Standard Bible
27 After they brought them in, they had them stand before the Sanhedrin, and the high priest
asked, 28 “Didn’t we strictly order you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to bring this man’s blood on us!”
29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of
our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had murdered by hanging Him on a tree. 31 God
exalted this man to His right hand as ruler and Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins.32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God
has given to those who obey Him.”
The Word of the Lord

Psalm 150 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 Hallelujah!
Praise God in his holy temple; *
praise him in the firmament of his power.
Psalms 149, 150 807
2 Praise him for his mighty acts; *
praise him for his excellent greatness.
3 Praise him with the blast of the ram’s-horn; *
praise him with lyre and harp.
4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; *
praise him with strings and pipe.
5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; *

praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.
6 Let everything that has breath *
praise the Lord.
Hallelujah!

Epistle: Revelation 1:4-8 read from the International Children's Bible
4 From John,
To the seven churches in Asia:
Grace and peace to you from the One who is and was and is coming, and from the seven
spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ. Jesus is the faithful witness. He is first
among those raised from death. He is the ruler of the kings of the earth.
He is the One who loves us. And he is the One who made us free from our sins with the blood
of his death. 6 He made us to be a kingdom of priests who serve God his Father. To Jesus
Christ be glory and power forever and ever! Amen.
7 Look, Jesus is coming with the clouds! Everyone will see him, even those who stabbed him.
And all peoples of the earth will cry loudly because of him. Yes, this will happen! Amen.
8 The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.[b] I am the One who is and was and is
coming. I am the All-Powerful.”
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 20:19-31 read from the King James Bible
19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst,
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.
20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the
disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so
send I you.
22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the
Holy Ghost:

23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye
retain, they are retained.
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto
them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.
26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came
Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither
thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.
28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book:
31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his name.
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On May 4 we celebrate the live of Monnica, Mother of Augustine of
Hippo. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.
Monnica's life story is enshrined in the spiritual autobiography of her eldest son, in The
Confessions of Saint Augustine, Born in North Africa about 331, of Berber Parents, Monnica
was married to a Lantinized provincial of Tagaste named Patricius, whom she won to the
Christian faith before his death. In her earlier years she was not without worldly ambitions and
tastes. She grew in Christian maturity and spiritual insight through an ever-deepening life of
prayer.
Her ambition for her gifted son was transformed into a passionate desire for his conversion to
Christ. After his baptism in Milan in 387, by Bishop Ambrose, Augustine and his mother,
together with a younger brother, planned to return to Africa. While awaiting ship at Ostia, the

port of Rome, Monnica fell ill.
Augustine writes, “One day during her illness she had a fainting spell and lot consciousness
for a short time. We hurried to her bedside, but she soon regained consciousness and looked
up at my brother and me as we stood beside her. With a puzzled look, she asked, 'Where was
I?' Then, watching us closely as we stood there speechless with grief, she said “you will bury
your mother here.'”
Augustine's brother expressed sorrow, for her sake, that she would die so far from her own
country. She said to the two brothers, “It does not matter where you bury my body. Do not let
that worry you. All I ask of you is that, wherever you may be, you should remember me at the
altar of the Lord.” To the question, whether she was not afraid at the thought of leaving her
body in an alien land, she replied, “Nothing is far from God, and I need have no fear that he
will not know where to find me, when he comes to raise me to life at the end of the world.”
Recent excavations at Ostia have uncovered her original tomb. Her mortal remains, however,
were transferred in 1430 to the Church of St. Augustine in Rome.
Let us pray: O Lord, through spiritual discipline you strengthened our servan Monnica to
persevere in offering her love and prayers and tears for the conversion of her husband and of
Augustine thrie sone: Deepen our devotion, we pray, and use us in accordance with your will
to bring others, even our own kindred, to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; Who
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

