Fifth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 19, 2019
The Collect: Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 11:1-18 read from the New Living Translation Bible
Soon the news reached the apostles and other believers in Judea that the Gentiles had
received the word of God. 2 But when Peter arrived back in Jerusalem, the Jewish
believers criticized him. 3 “You entered the home of Gentiles and even ate with them!” they
said.
4 Then Peter told them exactly what had happened. 5 “I was in the town of Joppa,” he said,
“and while I was praying, I went into a trance and saw a vision. Something like a large sheet
was let down by its four corners from the sky. And it came right down to me. 6 When I looked
inside the sheet, I saw all sorts of tame and wild animals, reptiles, and birds. 7 And I heard a
voice say, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat them.’
8 “‘No, Lord,’ I replied. ‘I have never eaten anything that our Jewish laws have declared
impure or unclean.’
9 “But the voice from heaven spoke again: ‘Do not call something unclean if God has made it
clean.’ 10 This happened three times before the sheet and all it contained was pulled back up
to heaven.
11 “Just then three men who had been sent from Caesarea arrived at the house where we
were staying. 12 The Holy Spirit told me to go with them and not to worry that they were
Gentiles. These six brothers here accompanied me, and we soon entered the home of the
man who had sent for us. 13 He told us how an angel had appeared to him in his home and
had told him, ‘Send messengers to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. 14 He
will tell you how you and everyone in your household can be saved!’
15 “As I began to speak,” Peter continued, “the Holy Spirit fell on them, just as he fell on us at
the beginning. 16 Then I thought of the Lord’s words when he said, ‘John baptized with water,

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 And since God gave these Gentiles the same
gift he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to stand in God’s way?”
18 When the others heard this, they stopped objecting and began praising God. They said,
“We can see that God has also given the Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and
receiving eternal life.”
The Word of the Lord

Psalm 148 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord from the heavens; *
praise him in the heights.
2 Praise him, all you angels of his; *
praise him, all his host.
3 Praise him, sun and moon; *
praise him, all you shining stars.
4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, *
and you waters above the heavens.
5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord; *
for he commanded, and they were created.
6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; *
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing his will;
9 Mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and winged birds;
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;

12 Young men and maidens, *
old and young together.
13 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, *
for his Name only is exalted,
his splendor is over earth and heaven.
14 He has raised up strength for his people
and praise for all his loyal servants, *
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Revelation 21:1-6 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a
gift from the spring of the water of life.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 13:31-35 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Anglicised
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself
and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: Bede, the Venerable Priest and Monk of Jarrow. Read from A Great
Cloud of Witnesses.
At the age of seven, Bede’s parents brought him to the nearby monastery at Jarrow (near
Durham in northeast England) for his education. There, as he later wrote, “spending all the
remaining time of my life . . . I wholly applied myself to the study of Scripture, and amidst the
observance of regular discipline, and the daily care of singing in the church, I always took
delight in learning, teaching, and writing.”
Bede was ordained deacon at nineteen, and presbyter at thirty. He died on the eve of the
Ascension in 735 while dictating a vernacular translation of the Gospel According to John.
About 1020, his body was removed to Durham and placed in the Galilee, the Lady Chapel at
the west end of the Cathedral nave.
Bede was the greatest scholar of his time in the Western Church.
He wrote commentaries on the Scriptures based on patristic interpretations. His treatise on
chronology was standard for a long time. He also wrote on orthography, poetic meter, and
especially on history. His most famous work, the Ecclesiastical History of England, written in
Latin, remains the primary source for the period 597 to 731, when Anglo-Saxon culture
developed and Christianity triumphed. In this work, Bede was clearly ahead of his time. He

consulted many documents, carefully evaluated their reliability, and cited his sources. His
interpretations were balanced and judicious. He also wrote The Lives of the Holy Abbots of
Wearmouth and Jarrow, and a notable biography of Cuthbert, both in prose and verse.
His character shines through his work—an exemplary monk, an ardent Christian, devoted
scholar, and a man of pure and winsome manners. He received the unusual title of Venerable
more than a century after his death. According to one legend, the monk writing the inscription
for his tomb was at a loss for a word to fill out the couplet:
Hac sunt in fossa
Bedae—(blank)—ossa
(This grave contains
the—blank—Bede’s remains)
That night an angel filled in the blank: Venerabilis.

Let us pray: Almighty God, who has enriched your Church with the learning and holiness of
your servant Bede: Grant us to find in Scripture and disciplined prayer the image of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and to fashion our lives according to his likeness, to the glory of your
great Name and the benefit of your holy Church; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

