Sixth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 26, 2019
The Collect: O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass
our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 16:9-15 from the World English Bible
9 A vision appeared to Paul in the night. There was a man of Macedonia standing, begging
him, and saying, “Come over into Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go out to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to
preach the Good News to them. 11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we made a straight
course to Samothrace, and the day following to Neapolis; 12 and from there to Philippi, which
is a city of Macedonia, the foremost of the district, a Roman colony. We were staying some
days in this city.
13 On the Sabbath day we went outside of the city by a riverside, where we supposed there
was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come
together. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one who
worshiped God, heard us. The Lord opened her heart to listen to the things which were
spoken by Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.” So she
persuaded us.
The Word of the Lord

Psalm 67 from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *

your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
6 The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
7 May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

Epistle: Revelation 21:10, 22-27, 22:1-5 from the Revised Standard Version Bible
21:10 And in the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,
22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God is its
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light shall the nations walk; and the kings of the earth
shall bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates shall never be shut by day—and there shall be
no night there; 26 they shall bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing
unclean shall enter it, nor any one who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those
who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
22:1 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either
side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month; and
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 There shall no more be anything
accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall worship
him; 4 they shall see his face, and his name shall be on their foreheads. 5 And night shall be

no more; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they shall
reign for ever and ever.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 14:23-29 from the American Standard Version Bible
23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my word: and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He that
loveth me not keepeth not my words: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s
who sent me.
25 These things have I spoken unto you, while yet abiding with you. 26 But the Comforter,
even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be fearful. 28 Ye heard how I said to you, I go away, and I come unto you. If ye loved me, ye
would have rejoiced, because I go unto the Father: for the Father is greater than I. 29 And
now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe.
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On May 30th we remember Jeanne d’Arc (Joan of Arc) Mystic and
Soldier, from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.
Jeanne d’Arc, or Joan of Arc, was born the daughter of peasant stock in France in 1412.
Called the “Maid of Orleans,” she was a religious child, and at a young age she began to
experience spiritual visions, which she described as voices emerging from a powerful flash of
light.
She believed that Saint Michael and Saint Catherine, among other saints, called her to save
France from the civil war between the Houses of Orleans and Burgundy. At first, her visions
were looked upon skeptically, but she eventually convinced King Charles VII, the not yet

consecrated King of France, of the genuineness of her visions. In consultation with several of
his theologians, Charles decided to allow Joan to lead an expedition to Orleans. According to
legend, she wore a suit of white armor and carried a banner bearing the symbol of the Trinity
and the words “Jesus, Maria.” Charles’ troops were inspired and won the battle for their city.
She convinced Charles to proceed to Reims for his coronation, and she stood at his side
throughout the ceremony.
Joan was eventually taken prisoner by Burgundian troops and sold to the English. In 1431,
she returned to France, appeared before the Bishop of Beauvais, and was tried at Rouen on
charges of witchcraft and heresy. Her visions were declared “false and diabolical” and she
was forced to recant. Later that year, however, she was tried and condemned as a relapsed
heretic and burnt to death at Rouen. In 1456, following an appeal of her trial, Pope Callistus III
declared her to have been falsely accused. She was canonized by Pope Benedict XV in 1920.
Although her efforts were unsuccessful in ending civil war in France, she inspired later
generations with her faith, her heroism, and her commitment to God and to her King. She is
today one of the patron saints of France.
Let us pray: Holy God, whose power is made perfect in weakness: we honor you for the
calling of Jeanne d’Arc, who, though young, rose up in valor to bear your standard for her
country, and endured with grace and fortitude both victory and defeat; and we pray that we,
like Jeanne, may bear witness to the truth that is in us to friends and enemies alike, and,
encouraged by the companionship of your saints, give ourselves bravely to the struggle for
justice in our time; through Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

