Day of Pentecost Sunday, June 09, 2019
The Collect: Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and
nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by
the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 read from The Lexham English Bible
2 And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in the same place. 2 And
suddenly a sound like a violent rushing wind came from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues like fire appeared to them and rested on each
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages as the Spirit gave them ability to speak out.
5 Now there were Jews residing in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under
heaven. 6 And when this sound occurred, the crowd gathered and was in confusion, because
each one was hearing them speaking in his own language. 7 And they were astounded and
astonished, saying, “Behold, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how do we
hear, each one of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and
those residing inMesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya toward Cyrene, and the Romans who were in
town, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in
our own languages the great deeds of God!” 12 And all were amazed and greatly perplexed,
saying to one another,“What can this mean?” 13 But others jeered and said, “They are full of
sweet new wine!”
Peter’s Sermon on the Day of Pentecost
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them, “Judean men,
and all those who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and pay attention to my
words! 15 For these men are not drunk, as you assume, because it is the third hour of the
day. 16 But this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17 ‘And it will be in the last days,’ God says,
‘I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
and your young men will see visions,
and your old men will dream dreams.
18 And even on my male slaves and on my female slaves
I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.
19 And I will cause wonders in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and vapor of smoke.
20 The sun will be changed to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.
21 And it will be that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’
The Word of the Lord

Psalm: 104:25-35,37 from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number, *
creatures both small and great.
27 There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan, *
which you have made for the sport of it.
28 All of them look to you *
to give them their food in due season.
29 You give it to them; they gather it; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
you take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
and so you renew the face of the earth.
32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.
33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
he touches the mountains and they smoke.
34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
I will praise my God while I have my being.
35 May these words of mine please him; *
I will rejoice in the Lord.
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: Romans 8:14-17 from the International Children's Bible
14 The true children of God are those who let God’s Spirit lead them. 15 The Spirit that we
received is not a spirit that makes us slaves again to fear. The Spirit that we have makes us
children of God. And with that Spirit we say, “Father, dear Father.” 16 And the Spirit himself
joins with our spirits to say that we are God’s children. 17 If we are God’s children, then we
will receive the blessings God has for us. We will receive these things from God together with
Christ. But we must suffer as Christ suffered, and then we will have glory as Christ has glory.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 14:8-17, 25-27 from The King James Bible
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the
Father?
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak
unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very

works' sake.
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son.
14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with
you for ever;
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you.
27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 10 we remember Ephrem of Edessa, Syria, Deacon
Ephrem of Edessa was a teacher, poet, orator, and defender of the faith—a voice of Aramaic
Christianity, speaking the language Jesus spoke, using the imagery Jesus used. Edessa, a
Syrian city, was a center for the spread of Christianity in the East long before the conversion
of the western Roman empire.
The Syrians called Ephrem “The Harp of the Holy Spirit,” and his hymns still enrich the
liturgies of the Syrian Church. Ephrem was one whose writings were influential in the
development of Church doctrine. Jerome writes: “I have read in Greek a volume of his on the
Holy Spirit; though it was only a translation, I recognized therein the sublime genius of the
man.”

Ephrem was born at Nisibis in Mesopotamia. At eighteen, he was baptized by James, Bishop
of Nisibis. It is believed that Ephrem accompanied James to the famous Council of Nicaea in
325. He lived at Nisibis until 363, when the Persians captured the city and drove out the
Christians.
Ephrem retired to a cave in the hills above the city of Edessa. There he wrote most of his
spiritual works. He lived on barley bread and dried herbs, sometimes varied by greens. He
drank only water. His clothing was a mass of patches. But he was not a recluse, and
frequently went to Edessa to preach. Discovering that hymns could be of great value in
support of the true faith, he opposed Gnostic hymns with his own, sung by a choir of women.
An example is “From God Christ’s deity came forth” found in the 1982 Hymnal, #443.
During a famine in 372–373, he distributed food and money to the poor and organized a sort
of ambulance service for the sick. He died of exhaustion, brought on by his long hours of relief
work.
Of his writings, there remain 72 hymns, commentaries on the Old and New Testaments, and
numerous homilies. In his commentary on the Passion, he wrote: “No one has seen or shall
see the things which you have seen. The Lord himself has become the altar, priest, and
bread, and the chalice of salvation. He alone suffices for all, yet none suffices for him. He is
Altar and Lamb, victim and sacrifice, priest as well as food.”
Let us pray: Pour out on us, O Lord, that same Spirit by which your deacon Ephrem rejoiced
to proclaim in sacred song the mysteries of faith; and so gladden our hearts that we, like him,
may be devoted to you alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

