
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 28, 2019

The Collect: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and 
guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Hosea 1:2-10 read from the New American Standard Bible
2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a 
wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking 
the Lord.” 3 So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived 
and bore him a son. 4 And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I
will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the 
kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of 
Jezreel.”

6 Then she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And the Lord said to him, “Name 
her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have compassion on the house of Israel, that I would ever
forgive them. 7 But I will have compassion on the house of Judah and deliver them by 
the Lord their God, and will not deliver them by bow, sword, battle, horses or horsemen.”

8 When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and gave birth to a 
son. 9 And the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My people and I am not your 
God.”

10 Yet the number of the sons of Israel
Will be like the sand of the sea,
Which cannot be measured or numbered;
And in the place
Where it is said to them,
“You are not My people,”
It will be said to them,
“You are the sons of the living God.”
The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Old Testament: Genesis 18:20-32 read from the New American Standard Bible
20 And the Lord said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is 
exceedingly grave. 21 I will go down now, and see if they have done entirely according to its 
outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, I will know.”

22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham was still 
standing before the Lord. 23 Abraham came near and said, “Will You indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will You indeed
sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far 
be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous 



and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal 
justly?” 26 So the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare 
the whole place on their account.” 27 And Abraham replied, “Now behold, I have ventured to 
speak to the Lord, although I am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose the fifty righteous are 
lacking five, will You destroy the whole city because of five?” And He said, “I will not 
destroy it if I find forty-five there.”29 He spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose forty are 
found there?” And He said, “I will not do it on account of the forty.” 30 Then he said, “Oh may 
the Lord not be angry, and I shall speak; suppose thirty are found there?” And He said, “I will 
not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And he said, “Now behold, I have ventured to speak to the 
Lord; suppose twenty are found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it on account of the 
twenty.” 32 Then he said, “Oh may the Lord not be angry, and I shall speak only this once; 
suppose ten are found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it on account of the ten.”
The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm:85 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
        you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
        and blotted out all their sins.
3 You have withdrawn all your fury *
        and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.
4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; *
        let your anger depart from us.
5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? *
        will you prolong your anger from age to age?
6 Will you not give us life again, *
        that your people may rejoice in you?
7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, *
        and grant us your salvation.
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
        for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
        and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
        that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
        righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
        and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
        and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
        and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

Track 2 Psalm 138 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
        before the gods I will sing your praise.



2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
  and praise your Name, *
        because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *
        and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *
        you increased my strength within me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
        when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
        that great is the glory of the Lord.
7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
        he perceives the haughty from afar.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
        you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
        your right hand shall save me.
9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
        O Lord, your love endures for ever;
        do not abandon the works of your hands.

Epistle: Colossians 2:6-19 read from the New Century Version Bible
6 As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so continue to live in him. 7 Keep your roots deep in 
him and have your lives built on him. Be strong in the faith, just as you were taught, and 
always be thankful.

8 Be sure that no one leads you away with false and empty teaching that is only human, 
which comes from the ruling spirits of this world, and not from Christ. 9 All of God lives fully in 
Christ (even when Christ was on earth), 10 and you have a full and true life in Christ, who is 
ruler over all rulers and powers.

11 Also in Christ you had a different kind of circumcision, a circumcision not done by hands. It
was through Christ’s circumcision, that is, his death, that you were made free from the power 
of your sinful self. 12 When you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and you were 
raised up with him through your faith in God’s power that was shown when he raised Christ 
from the dead. 13 When you were spiritually dead because of your sins and because you 
were not free from the power of your sinful self, God made you alive with Christ, and he 
forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the debt, which listed all the rules we failed to follow. He 
took away that record with its rules and nailed it to the cross. 15 God stripped the spiritual 
rulers and powers of their authority. With the cross, he won the victory and showed the world 
that they were powerless.

16 So do not let anyone make rules for you about eating and drinking or about a religious 
feast, a New Moon Festival, or a Sabbath day. 17 These things were like a shadow of what 
was to come. But what is true and real has come and is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone 
disqualify you by making you humiliate yourself and worship angels. Such people enter into 
visions, which fill them with foolish pride because of their human way of thinking. 19 They do 
not hold tightly to Christ, the head. It is from him that all the parts of the body are cared for 



and held together. So it grows in the way God wants it to grow.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13 read from the New International Version Bible
1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:

“‘Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins,
    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.’”

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 
say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, 
and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. 
The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you 
anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of 
friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as 
much as you need.

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 
the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he 
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him!”
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 31st we celebrate the life of Ignatius of Loyola, Priest and 
Monastic. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.
Ignatius was born into a noble Basque family in 1491. In his autobiography, he tells us, “Up to 
his twenty-sixth year, he was a man given over to the vanities of the world and took special 
delight in the exercise of arms with a great and vain desire of winning glory.” An act of 
reckless heroism at the Battle of Pamplona in 1521 led to his being seriously wounded. 
During his convalescence at Loyola, Ignatius experienced a profound spiritual awakening. 
Following his recovery and an arduous period of retreat, a call to be Christ’s knight in the 
service of God’s kingdom was deepened and confirmed.

Ignatius began to share the fruits of his experience with others, making use of a notebook 



which eventually became the text of the Spiritual Exercises. Since his time, many have found 
the Exercises to be a way of encountering Christ as intimate companion and responding to 
Christ’s call: “Whoever wishes to come with me must labor with me.”

The fact that Ignatius was an unschooled layman made him suspect in the eyes of church 
authorities and led him, at the age of 37, to study theology at the University of Paris in 
preparation for the priesthood. While there, Ignatius gave the Exercises to several of his 
fellow students; and in 1534, together with six companions, he took vows to live lives of strict 
poverty and to serve the needs of the poor. Thus, what later came to be known as the Society
of Jesus was born.

In 1540, the Society was formally recognized, and Ignatius became its first Superior General. 
According to his journals and many of his letters, a profound sense of sharing God’s work in 
union with Christ made the season of intense activity which followed a time of great blessing 
and consolation.

Ignatius died on July 31st, 1556, in the simple room which served both as his bedroom and 
chapel, having sought to find God in all things and to do all things for God’s greater glory. His 
life and teaching, as Evelyn Underhill and others have acknowledged, represents the best of 
the Counter-Reformation.

Let us pray: Almighty God, from whom all good things come: You called Ignatius of Loyola to 
the service of your Divine Majesty and to find you in all things. Inspired by his example and 
strengthened by his companionship, may we labor without counting the cost and seek no 
reward other than knowing that we do your will; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


