Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 04, 2019
The Collect: Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and,
because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Hosea 11:1-11 read from The New Living Translation Bible
1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and I called my son out of Egypt.
2 But the more I called to him,
the farther he moved from me,
offering sacrifices to the images of Baal
and burning incense to idols.
3 I myself taught Israel how to walk,
leading him along by the hand.
But he doesn’t know or even care
that it was I who took care of him.
4 I led Israel along
with my ropes of kindness and love.
I lifted the yoke from his neck,
and I myself stooped to feed him.
5 “But since my people refuse to return to me,
they will return to Egypt
and will be forced to serve Assyria.
6 War will swirl through their cities;
their enemies will crash through their gates.
They will destroy them,
trapping them in their own evil plans.
7 For my people are determined to desert me.
They call me the Most High,

but they don’t truly honor me.
8 “Oh, how can I give you up, Israel?
How can I let you go?
How can I destroy you like Admah
or demolish you like Zeboiim?
My heart is torn within me,
and my compassion overflows.
9 No, I will not unleash my fierce anger.
I will not completely destroy Israel,
for I am God and not a mere mortal.
I am the Holy One living among you,
and I will not come to destroy.
10 For someday the people will follow me.
I, the Lord, will roar like a lion.
And when I roar,
my people will return trembling from the west.
11 Like a flock of birds, they will come from Egypt.
Trembling like doves, they will return from Assyria.
And I will bring them home again,”
says the Lord.
The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Old Testament: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 read from The New Living
Translation Bible
2 “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!”
12 I, the Teacher, was king of Israel, and I lived in Jerusalem. 13 I devoted myself to search
for understanding and to explore by wisdom everything being done under heaven. I soon
discovered that God has dealt a tragic existence to the human race. 14 I observed everything
going on under the sun, and really, it is all meaningless—like chasing the wind.

18 I came to hate all my hard work here on earth, for I must leave to others everything I have
earned. 19 And who can tell whether my successors will be wise or foolish? Yet they will
control everything I have gained by my skill and hard work under the sun. How
meaningless! 20 So I gave up in despair, questioning the value of all my hard work in this
world.
21 Some people work wisely with knowledge and skill, then must leave the fruit of their efforts
to someone who hasn’t worked for it. This, too, is meaningless, a great tragedy. 22 So what
do people get in this life for all their hard work and anxiety? 23 Their days of labor are filled
with pain and grief; even at night their minds cannot rest. It is all meaningless.
The Word of the Lord
Track 1 Psalm 107:1-9, 43 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
4 Some wandered in desert wastes; *
they found no way to a city where they might dwell.
5 They were hungry and thirsty; *
their spirits languished within them.
6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.
7 He put their feet on a straight path *
to go to a city where they might dwell.
8 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.
9 For he satisfies the thirsty *
and fills the hungry with good things.

43 Whoever is wise will ponder these things, *
and consider well the mercies of the Lord.

Track 2 Psalm 49:1-11 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer
1 Hear this, all you peoples;
hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, *
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
3 I will incline my ear to a proverb *
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
4 Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
5 The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, *
and boast of their great riches?
6 We can never ransom ourselves, *
or deliver to God the price of our life;
7 For the ransom of our life is so great, *
that we should never have enough to pay it,
8 In order to live for ever and ever, *
and never see the grave.
9 For we see that the wise die also;
like the dull and stupid they perish *
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation, *
though they call the lands after their own names.
11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; *
they are like the beasts that perish.

Epistle: Colossians 3:1-11 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ
who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire,
and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who
are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that
life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped
off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal there is
no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and
free; but Christ is all and in all!
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 read from New Revised Standard Version Bible Anglicised
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance
with me.’ 14 But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over
you?’ 15 And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ 16 Then he told them a parable:
‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, “What should I
do, for I have no place to store my crops?” 18 Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be
merry.” 20 But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you.
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 21 So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 10th we remember Laurence Deacon, and Martyr at Rome.
Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.
Laurence the Deacon was martyred at Rome during a persecution initiated in 257 by the
Emperor Valerian, aimed primarily at the clergy and the laity of the upper classes; all
properties used by the Church were confiscated, and assemblies for Christian worship were
forbidden. On August 4th, 258, Pope Sixtus II and his seven deacons were apprehended in
the Roman catacombs and summarily executed, except for the archdeacon, Laurence, who
was martyred on the tenth. Though no authentic record of Laurence’s ordeal has been
preserved, tradition maintains that the prefect demanded information from him about the
Church’s treasures. Laurence, in reply, assembled the sick and poor to whom, as
archdeacon, he had distributed the Church’s relief funds, and presented them to the prefect,
saying, “These are the treasures of the Church.” Laurence is believed to have been roasted
alive on a gridiron.
The Emperor Constantine erected a shrine and basilica over Laurence’s tomb in a catacomb
on the Via Tiburtina. The present Church of St. Laurence Outside the Walls, a beautiful
double basilica (damaged in World War II), includes a choir and sanctuary erected by Pope
Pelagius II (579–590) and a nave by Pope Honorius III (1216–1227).
Laurence is the subject of a small round glass medallion, probably dating from the fourth
century, now in the Metropolitan Museum in New York. It bears the simple inscription, “Live
with Christ and Laurence.”
The Greek word from which we derive our English word “martyr” simply means “witness;” in
the age of the persecutions, before Constantine recognized the Church early in the fourth
century, a “martyr” came to be generally understood, as it is to this day, as one who had
witnessed even to death. For Laurence, as for all the martyrs, to die for Christ was to live with
Christ.
Let us pray: Almighty God, by whose grace and power your servant Laurence triumphed
over suffering and despised death: Grant, we pray, that we, steadfast in service to the poor
and outcast, may share with him in the joys of your everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

