
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 18, 2019

The Collect: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 

also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming 

work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Isaiah 5:1-7 read from the Douay-Rheims Version Bible

5 I will sing to my beloved the canticle of my cousin concerning his vineyard. My beloved had 

a vineyard on a hill in a fruitful place.

2 And he fenced it in, and picked the stones out of it, and planted it with the choicest vines, 

and built a tower in the midst thereof, and set up a winepress therein: and he looked that it 

should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

3 And now, O ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and ye men of Juda, judge between me and my 

vineyard.

4 What is there that I ought to do more to my vineyard, that I have not done to it?

5 And now I will shew you what I will do to my vineyard. I will take away the hedge thereof, 

and it shall be wasted: I will break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down.

6 And I will make it desolate: it shall not be pruned, and it shall not be digged: but briers and 

thorns shall come up: and I will command the clouds to rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel: and the man of Juda, his 

pleasant plant: and I looked that he should do judgment, and behold iniquity: and do justice, 

and behold a cry.

The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Old Testament: Jeremiah 23:23-29 read from the Douay-Rheims Version Bible

23 Am I, think ye, a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off?

24 Shall a man be hid in secret places, and I not see him, saith the Lord? do not I fill heaven 



and earth, saith the Lord?

25 I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, and say: I have 

dreamed, I have dreamed.

26 How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies, and that prophesy 

the delusions of their own heart?

27 Who seek to make my people forget my name through their dreams, which they tell every 

man to his neighbour: as their fathers forgot my name for Baal.

28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream: and he that hath my word, let him 

speak my word with truth: what hath the chaff to do with the wheat, saith the Lord?

29 Are not my words as a fire, saith the Lord: and as a hammer that breaketh the rock in 

pieces?

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *

        shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *

        stir up your strength and come to help us.

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *

        you cast out the nations and planted it.

9 You prepared the ground for it; *

        it took root and filled the land.

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow *

        and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *

        and its branches to the River.

12 Why have you broken down its wall, *

        so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *

        and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;



    behold and tend this vine; *

        preserve what your right hand has planted.

15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; *

        at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish.

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *

        the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.

17 And so will we never turn away from you; *

        give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *

        show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Track 2 Psalm 82 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *

        he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:

2 “How long will you judge unjustly, *

        and show favor to the wicked?

3 Save the weak and the orphan; *

        defend the humble and needy;

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; *

        deliver them from the power of the wicked.

5 They do not know, neither do they understand;

   they go about in darkness; *

        all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, *

        and all of you children of the Most High;

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *

        and fall like any prince.’”

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *

        for you shall take all nations for your own.



Epistle: Hebrews 11:29-12:2 read from the God's Word Bible

29 Faith caused the people to go through the Red Sea as if it were dry land. The Egyptians 

also tried this, but they drowned.

30 Faith caused the walls of Jericho to fall after the Israelites marched around them for seven 

days.

31 Faith led the prostitute Rahab to welcome the spies as friends. She was not killed with 

those who refused to obey God.

32 What more should I say? I don’t have enough time to tell you about Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets. 33 Through faith they conquered 

kingdoms, did what God approved, and received what God had promised. They shut the 

mouths of lions, 34 put out raging fires, and escaped death. They found strength when they 

were weak. They were powerful in battle and defeated other armies. 35 Women received their

loved ones back from the dead. Other believers were brutally tortured but refused to be 

released so that they might gain eternal life. 36 Some were made fun of and whipped, and 

some were chained and put in prison. 37 Some were stoned to death, sawed in half, and 

killed with swords. Some wore the skins of sheep and goats. Some were poor, abused, and 

mistreated. 38 The world didn’t deserve these good people. Some wandered around in 

deserts and mountains and lived in caves and holes in the ground.

39 All these people were known for their faith, but none of them received what God had 

promised. 40 God planned to give us something very special so that we would gain eternal 

life with them.

12 Since we are surrounded by so many examples of faith, we must get rid of everything that 

slows us down, especially sin that distracts us. We must run the race that lies ahead of us 

and never give up. 2 We must focus on Jesus, the source and goal of our faith. He saw the 

joy ahead of him, so he endured death on the cross and ignored the disgrace it brought him. 

Now he holds the honored position—the one next to God the Father on the heavenly throne. 

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Luke 12:49-56 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

49 “I came to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already set ablaze! 50 But I have 

a baptism to be baptized with, and how it consumesMe until it is finished! 51 Do you think that

I came here to give peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on, 

five in one household will be divided: three against two, and two against three.

53 They will be divided, father against son,

son against father,

mother against daughter,

daughter against mother,

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law,

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”[o]

54 He also said to the crowds: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, right away you say, 

‘A storm is coming,’ and so it does. 55 And when the south wind is blowing, you say, ‘It’s 

going to be a scorcher!’ and it is.56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 

the earth and the sky, but why don’t you know how to interpret this time?

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 20th we celebrate the life of Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux.

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Bernard was the son of a knight and landowner who lived near Dijon, France. He was born in 

1090 and given a secular education, but in 1113 he entered the Benedictine Abbey of Citeaux.

His family was not pleased with his choice of a monastic life, but he nevertheless persuaded 

four of his brothers and about twenty-six of his friends to join him. After only three years, the 

abbot of Citeaux deployed Bernard and a small company of monks to establish a monastery 

at Clairvaux in 1115.

The work at Clairvaux, and the extreme rigors of the Benedictine rule practiced by the 

Cistercian community, were taxing. Tasked with much, Bernard denied himself sleep to the 

detriment of his health that he might have time to write letters and sermons. He preached so 



persuasively that sixty new abbeys were founded, all affiliated with Clairvaux. Famed for the 

ardor with which he preached love for God “without measure,” he fulfilled his own definition of 

a holy man: “seen to be good and charitable, holding back nothing for himself, but using his 

every gift for the common good.”

By 1140, his writings had made him one of the most influential figures in Christendom. His 

guidance was sought by prelates and princes, drawing him into active participation in all 

manner of controversy involving the Church, from settling disputes among secular rulers to 

sorting contentious theological debates. An ardent opponent of a growing movement of his 

time to reconcile inconsistencies of doctrine by reason, he felt that such an approach was a 

downgrading of the mysteries. This conflict took particular expression in his fierce opposition 

to the formidable theologian, Abelard.

When a former monk of Clairvaux was elected Pope Eugenius III, papal reliance upon 

Bernard grew. Commissioned by the Pope, Bernard preached the Crusade against the 

Albigensians and the Second Crusade to liberate Jerusalem, winning much support for the 

latter in France and Germany. When that Crusade ended in disaster, Bernard was roundly 

attacked for having supported it. He died soon after in 1153.

Among Bernard’s writings are treatises on papal duty, on love, on the veneration of Mary, and 

a commentary on the Song of Songs. Among well known hymns, he is credited with having 

written “O sacred head sore wounded” (The Hymnal 1982, #168; #169), “Jesus, the very 

thought of thee” (#642) and “O Jesus, joy of loving hearts” (#649; #650).

Let us pray: O God, by whose grace your servant Bernard of Clairvaux, kindled with the 

flame of your love, became a burning and a shining light in your Church: Grant that we also 

may be aflame with the spirit of love and discipline and walk before you as children of light; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.


