
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost , September 22, 2019

The Collect: Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 

heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold 

fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 read from the Revised Standard Version 

Bible

18 My grief is beyond healing,

    my heart is sick within me.

19 Hark, the cry of the daughter of my people

    from the length and breadth of the land:

“Is the Lord not in Zion?

    Is her King not in her?”

“Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images,

    and with their foreign idols?”

20 “The harvest is past, the summer is ended,

    and we are not saved.”

21 For the wound of the daughter of my people is my heart wounded,

    I mourn, and dismay has taken hold on me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead?

    Is there no physician there?

Why then has the health of the daughter of my people

    not been restored?

9 O that my head were waters,

    and my eyes a fountain of tears,

that I might weep day and night

    for the slain of the daughter of my people! 

The Word of the Lord



Track 2 Old Testament: Amos 8:4-7 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

4 Hear this, you who trample upon the needy,

    and bring the poor of the land to an end,

5 saying, “When will the new moon be over,

    that we may sell grain?

And the sabbath,

    that we may offer wheat for sale,

that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great,

    and deal deceitfully with false balances,

6 that we may buy the poor for silver

    and the needy for a pair of sandals,

    and sell the refuse of the wheat?”

7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:

    “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm 79:1-9 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance;

   they have profaned your holy temple; *

         they have made Jerusalem a heap of rubble.

2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food for the

                             birds of the air, *

        and the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts

                             of the field.

3 They have shed their blood like water on every side

                             of Jerusalem, *

        and there was no one to bury them.

4 We have become a reproach to our neighbors, *

        an object of scorn and derision to those around us.

5 How long will you be angry, O Lord? *

        will your fury blaze like fire for ever?



6 Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who have not

                            known you *

        and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon

                            your Name.

7 For they have devoured Jacob *

        and made his dwelling a ruin.

8 Remember not our past sins;

  let your compassion be swift to meet us; *

        for we have been brought very low.

9 Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your Name; *

        deliver us and forgive us our sins, for your Name’s sake.

Track 2 Psalm 113 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

  Give praise, you servants of the Lord; *

        praise the Name of the Lord.

2 Let the Name of the Lord be blessed, *

        from this time forth for evermore.

3 From the rising of the sun to its going down *

        let the Name of the Lord be praised.

4 The Lord is high above all nations, *

        and his glory above the heavens.

5 Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high *

        but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

6 He takes up the weak out of the dust *

        and lifts up the poor from the ashes.

7 He sets them with the princes, *

        with the princes of his people.

8 He makes the woman of a childless house *

        to be a joyful mother of children.



Epistle: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 read from the American Standard Version Bible

2 I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings, be 

made for all men; 2 for kings and all that are in high place; that we may lead a tranquil and 

quiet life in all godliness and gravity. 3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 

Saviour; 4 who would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 

truth. 5 For there is one God, one mediator also between God and men, himself man, Christ 

Jesus, 6 who gave himself a ransom for all; the testimony to be borne in its own 

times; 7 where unto I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I speak the truth, I lie not), a

teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13 read from The Douay-Rheims Bible

16 And he said also to his disciples: There was a certain rich man who had a steward: and 

the same was accused unto him, that he had wasted his goods.

2 And he called him, and said to him: How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy

stewardship: for now thou canst be steward no longer.

3 And the steward said within himself: What shall I do, because my lord taketh away from 

me the stewardship? To dig I am not able; to beg I am ashamed.

4 I know what I will do, that when I shall be removed from the stewardship, they may receive

me into their houses.

5 Therefore calling together every one of his lord's debtors, he said to the first: How much 

dost thou owe my lord?

6 But he said: An hundred barrels of oil. And he said to him: Take thy bill and sit down 

quickly, and write fifty.

7 Then he said to another: And how much dost thou owe? Who said: An hundred quarters of

wheat. He said to him: Take thy bill, and write eighty.

8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, for as much as he had done wisely: for the 

children of this world are wiser in their generation than the children of light.

9 And I say to you: Make unto you friends of the mammon of iniquity; that when you shall 

fail, they may receive you into everlasting dwellings.

10 He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in that which is greater: and he that 



is unjust in that which is little, is unjust also in that which is greater.

11 If then you have not been faithful in the unjust mammon; who will trust you with that which

is the true?

12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's; who will give you that which is

your own?

13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 

he will hold to the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On September 27 we remember Vincent de Paul Religious, and 

Prophetic Witness. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Born in France in 1580 to a peasant family, Vincent took his theological studies at Toulouse 

and was ordained in 1600.

When called to hear the confession of a dying man, Vincent was shocked by the spiritual 

naivete of the penitent. In response, Vincent preached sermons on confession in the village 

chapel of Folleville, calling people to the necessity of repentance. So persuasive were his 

sermons, that villagers stood in line to go to confession. Vincent had underestimated their 

spiritual hunger. In 1626, Vincent and three priests pledged to “aggregate and associate to 

ourselves and to live together as a Congregation and to devote ourselves to the salvation of 

the people.”

Vincent devoted great energy to conducting retreats for clergy because of the widespread 

deficiencies in theological education and priestly formation. He was a pioneer in the renewal 

of theological education and was instrumental in establishing seminaries.

For Vincent, charity was a predominant virtue that was to be extended to all. He established 

charitable confraternities to serve the spiritual and physical needs of the poor and sick. He 

called upon the women of means in Paris to collect funds for his missionary projects, 

particularly hospitals to serve the poor.



Vincent was, by temperament, a very irascible person. He said that except for the grace of 

God he would have been “hard and repulsive, rough and cross.” But he became tender and 

affectionate, very sensitive to the needs of others. He had an extraordinary capacity to 

connect with all types of people and to move them to be empowered by the gospel of Jesus. 

In the midst of the most distracting occupations his soul was always intimately united with 

God. Though honored by the great ones of the world, he remained deeply rooted in humility.

At Vincent’s funeral, the preacher declared that Vincent had just about “transformed the face

of the Church.” “The Apostle of Charity” breathed his last in Paris, on September 27, 1660, 

at the age of eighty. He is honored in the tradition as the patron saint of charitable causes. 

Let us pray: Loving God, we thank you for your servant Vincent de Paul, who gave himself 

to training clergy to work among the poor and provided many institutions to aid the sick, 

orphans, and prisoners. May we, like him, encounter Christ in the needy, the outcast, and 

the friendless, that we may come at length into your kingdom where you reign, one God, 

holy and undivided Trinity, for ever and ever. Amen.


