
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 20, 2019

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 

the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:27-34 read from The New International Version 

Bible 

27 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will plant the kingdoms of Israel and 

Judah with the offspring of people and of animals. 28 Just as I watched over them to 

uproot and tear down, and to overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch over them

to build and to plant,” declares the Lord. 29 “In those days people will no longer say,

‘The parents have eaten sour grapes,

    and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’

30 Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; whoever eats sour grapes—their own teeth 

will be set on edge.

31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord,

    “when I will make a new covenant

with the people of Israel

    and with the people of Judah.

32 It will not be like the covenant

    I made with their ancestors

when I took them by the hand

    to lead them out of Egypt,

because they broke my covenant,

    though I was a husband to them,”

declares the Lord.

33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel

    after that time,” declares the Lord.

“I will put my law in their minds



    and write it on their hearts.

I will be their God,

    and they will be my people.

34 No longer will they teach their neighbor,

    or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’

because they will all know me,

    from the least of them to the greatest,”

declares the Lord.

“For I will forgive their wickedness

    and will remember their sins no more.”

The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Old Testament: Genesis 32:22-31 read from The New International Version 

Bible

22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven 

sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he 

sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till 

daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of 

Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man 

said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”

27 The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.

28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have 

struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”

29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.

30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet 

my life was spared.”

31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his 

hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the



hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm 119:97-104 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

97 Oh, how I love your law! *

        all the day long it is in my mind.

98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, *

        and it is always with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, *

        for your decrees are my study.

100 I am wiser than the elders, *

        because I observe your commandments.

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, *

        that I may keep your word.

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, *

        because you yourself have taught me.

103 How sweet are your words to my taste! *

        they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; *

        therefore I hate every lying way.

Track 2 Psalm 121 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *

        from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the Lord, *

        the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved *

        and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *

        shall neither slumber nor sleep;



5 The Lord himself watches over you; *

        the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *

        nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *

        it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and

                          your coming in, *

        from this time forth for evermore.

Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 read from the New Living Translation Bible

14 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, 

for you know you can trust those who taught you. 15 You have been taught the holy 

Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that 

comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach 

us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are 

wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to 

do every good work. 

4 I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the 

living and the dead when he comes to set up his Kingdom: 2 Preach the word of God. Be 

prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your

people with good teaching.

3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. 

They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their 

itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths.

5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the 

Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given 

you.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

18 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect

for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me 

justice against my opponent.’ 4 For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I

have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering 

me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 6 And 

the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his 

chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, 

he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 

on earth?” 

Closing Prayer: On October 26th we remember Alfred the Great, King of the West 

Saxons. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses. 

Alfred, alone of all English rulers, has been called “the Great,” because of his courage and 

Christian virtues. Born in 849 at Wantage, Berkshire, the youngest of five sons of King 

Aethelwulf, Alfred spent his life in a time of “battle, murder, and sudden death” during the 

Viking invasions and settlement in Britain. He was deeply impressed when, on a visit to 

Rome at the age of four, he was blessed by Pope Leo IV, and two years later, when he 

witnessed the marriage of Aethelwulf to a young princess of the Frankish court. Following his

father’s death and the short reigns of his brothers, Alfred became King in 871.

In heroic battles and by stratagems against the Danes, Alfred halted the tide of their invasion

and secured control of the southern, and part of the midland, regions of England for the 

English. After a decisive victory in 878 at Edington over the Danish leader Guthrum, he 

persuaded his foe to accept baptism. Alfred died on October 26, 899, and was buried in the 

old Minster at Winchester.

A man of deep piety, Alfred’s leadership in battle and administration was grounded by his 

faith. His biographer Asser wrote of his commitment to a monastic influenced life of prayer, 

“He learned the daily course, that is, the celebrations of the Hours, and after that certain 



psalms and many prayers, gathered together in one book for the sake of prayer, which he 

carried around with him everywhere on his person by day and night, just as we have seen, 

inseparable from himself, in all of the doings of this present life.”

In his later years, Alfred sought to repair the damage that the Viking invasions had inflicted 

on culture and learning, especially among the parish clergy. With the help of scholars from 

Wales and the Continent, he supervised translations into English of important classics of 

theology and history, including works of Pope Gregory the Great, Augustine of Hippo, and 

the Venerable Bede. In one of them he commented: “He seemed to me a very foolish man, 

and very wretched, who will not increase his understanding while he is in the world, and ever

wish and long to reach that endless life where all shall be made clear.”

Let us pray: O God, who called your servant Alfred to an earthly throne that he might 

advance your heavenly kingdom and gave him zeal for your Church and love for your 

people: Grant that we, inspired by his example and prayers, may remain steadfast in the 

work you have given us to do for the building up of your reign of love; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.


