
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost , November 17, 2019

The Collect: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 

Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior

Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Isaiah 65:17-25 read from The Message Bible

17-25 “Pay close attention now:

    I’m creating new heavens and a new earth.

All the earlier troubles, chaos, and pain

    are things of the past, to be forgotten.

Look ahead with joy.

    Anticipate what I’m creating:

I’ll create Jerusalem as sheer joy,

    create my people as pure delight.

I’ll take joy in Jerusalem,

    take delight in my people:

No more sounds of weeping in the city,

    no cries of anguish;

No more babies dying in the cradle,

    or old people who don’t enjoy a full lifetime;

One-hundredth birthdays will be considered normal—

    anything less will seem like a cheat.

They’ll build houses

    and move in.

They’ll plant fields

    and eat what they grow.

No more building a house

    that some outsider takes over,



No more planting fields

    that some enemy confiscates,

For my people will be as long-lived as trees,

    my chosen ones will have satisfaction in their work.

They won’t work and have nothing come of it,

    they won’t have children snatched out from under them.

For they themselves are plantings blessed by God,

    with their children and grandchildren likewise God-blessed.

Before they call out, I’ll answer.

    Before they’ve finished speaking, I’ll have heard.

Wolf and lamb will graze the same meadow,

    lion and ox eat straw from the same trough,

    but snakes—they’ll get a diet of dirt!

Neither animal nor human will hurt or kill

    anywhere on my Holy Mountain,” says God. 

The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Old Testament: Malachi 4:1-2a read from The Message Bible

4 1-2a “Count on it: The day is coming, raging like a forest fire. All the arrogant people who 

do evil things will be burned up like stove wood, burned to a crisp, nothing left but scorched 

earth and ash— a black day. But for you, sunrise! The sun of righteousness will dawn on 

those who honor my name, healing radiating from its wings. 

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalms: Canticle 9 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

Surely, it is God who saves me; *

       I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *

       and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *



       from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *

       Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *

       see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *

       and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *

       for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

       as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Track 2 Psalm 98 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *

       for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *

       has he won for himself the victory.

3 The Lord has made known his victory; *

       his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *

       and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *

       lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *

       with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *

       shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *

       the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *

       and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,



       when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *

       and the peoples with equity.

Epistle: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 read from the Modern English Version Bible

6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw 

yourselves from every brother who walks in idleness and not according to the tradition that 

he received from us. 7 For you know how you should follow us. For we were not idle among 

you, 8 neither did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but we worked tirelessly and 

toiled night and day that we might not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because 

we did not have that right, but to make ourselves an example for you to follow. 10 For when 

we were with you, we commanded you that if any will not work, neither shall he eat.

11 For we hear that there are some among you who live in idleness, mere busybodies, not 

working at all. 12 Now, concerning those who are such, we command and exhort by our Lord

Jesus Christ that they quietly work and eat their own bread. 13 But you, brothers, do not be 

weary in doing good.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 read from the New American Standard Bible

5 And while some were talking about the temple, that it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and votive gifts, He said, 6 “As for these things which you are looking at, the days will come 

in which there will not be left one stone upon another which will not be torn down.”

7 They questioned Him, saying, “Teacher, when therefore will these things happen? And 

what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And He said, “See to it 

that you are not misled; for many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time is 

near.’ Do not go after them. 9 When you hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified; 

for these things must take place first, but the end does not follow immediately.”

10 Then He continued by saying to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom 

against kingdom, 11 and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and 

famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.



12 “But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, 

delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for 

My name’s sake. 13 It will lead to an opportunity for your testimony. 14 So make up your 

minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; 15 for I will give you utterance and 

wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. 16 But you will be 

betrayed even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of 

you to death, 17 and you will be hated by all because of My name. 18 Yet not a hair of your 

head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On November 21st we celebrate the lives of: William Byrd, John 

Merbecke, and Thomas Tallis, Musicians. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

John Merbecke was born in 1505, and nothing is known of his childhood. As a young man, 

he was a chorister at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, and from 1541 until near the time of his 

death in 1585, he served as chapel organist.

Only a small handful of works by Merbecke have survived, most notably the Booke of 

Common Praier Noted, 1550, composed to accompany the 1549 Book. The appearance of 

the 1552 Prayer Book made it obsolete, but more recently, Merbecke’s musical setting has 

been widely used. 

Thomas Tallis was born near the beginning of the sixteenth century, and very little is known 

of his early life. After a succession of appointments as a church musician, he spent most of 

his vocation in service to the Crown as musician to the Chapels Royal under four successive

monarchs, both Catholic and Protestant. Although always a Roman Catholic, Tallis had the 

political savvy to survive the shifts in ecclesial loyalties and the musical acumen to respond 

to the changing needs of the Church of England. He is regarded as the father of English 

Church music since the Reformation.

William Byrd was a student, colleague, business partner, and successor of Thomas Tallis. 

Most likely born in Lincolnshire in 1543, he was appointed organist and choirmaster of 



Lincoln Cathedral in 1563 and served until he joined Tallis as a gentleman of the Chapels 

Royal in 1572. Like Tallis, he was a lifelong Roman Catholic but was successful in winning 

the support for his music among Anglicans of Puritan tendencies, though not without 

occasional difficulties. His liturgical compositions cover a variety of musical forms: Mass 

settings, motets, graduals, psalm settings, English anthems, and occasional music for the 

great feasts of the church. Byrd composed for the keyboard and wrote works perhaps best 

described as consort music for the more popular enjoyment of the court.

Tallis and Byrd collaborated on a number of projects and together held the Crown Patent for 

the printing of music and lined music paper for twenty-one years.

Let us pray: O God most glorious, whose praises are sung night and day by your saints and

angels in heaven: We give you thanks for William Byrd, John Merbecke, and Thomas Tallis, 

whose music has enriched the praise that your Church offers you here on earth. Grant, we 

pray, to all who are touched by the power of music such glimpses of eternity that we may be 

made ready to join your saints in heaven and behold your glory unveiled for evermore; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.


