
Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King Sunday, November 24, 2019

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-

beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the 

earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most 

gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.

Track 1 and Track 2 Old Testament: Jeremiah 23:1-6 read from the New Century 

Version Bible

23 “How terrible it will be for the leaders of Judah, who are scattering and destroying my 

people,” says the Lord.

2 They are responsible for the people, so the Lord, the God of Israel, says to them: “You 

have scattered my people and forced them away and not taken care of them. So I will punish

you for the evil things you have done,” says the Lord. 3 “I sent my people to other countries, 

but I will gather those who are left alive and bring them back to their own country. Then they 

will have many children and grow in number. 4 I will place new leaders over my people, who 

will take care of them. And my people will not be afraid or terrified again, and none of them 

will be lost,” says the Lord.

5 “The days are coming,” says the Lord,

    “when I will raise up a good branch in David’s family.

He will be a king who will rule in a wise way;

    he will do what is fair and right in the land.

6 In his time Judah will be saved,

    and Israel will live in safety.

This will be his name:

    The Lord Does What Is Right.

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm: Canticle 16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *



       he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *

       born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,

that he would save us from our enemies, *

       from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers *

       and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *

       to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear, *

       holy and righteous in his sight

       all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *

       for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give people knowledge of salvation *

       by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God *

       the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *

       and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

       as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Track 2 Psalm Psalm 46 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 God is our refuge and strength, *

       a very present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *

       and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;

3 Though its waters rage and foam, *

       and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.



4 The Lord of hosts is with us; *

       the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *

       the holy habitation of the Most High.

6 God is in the midst of her;

  she shall not be overthrown; *

       God shall help her at the break of day.

7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *

       God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.

8 The Lord of hosts is with us; *

       the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, *

       what awesome things he has done on earth.

10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *

       he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,

       and burns the shields with fire.

11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; *

       I will be exalted among the nations;

       I will be exalted in the earth."

12 The Lord of hosts is with us; *

       the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Epistle: Colossians 1:11-20 read from the New International Version Bible

11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have 

great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has 

rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He 



is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 

him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things 

in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 read from the New Living Translation Bible

33 When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the 

criminals were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the 

soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.

35 The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save 

himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers mocked him, too, by 

offering him a drink of sour wine. 37 They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, 

save yourself!” 38 A sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the 

Jews.”

39 One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove

it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”

40 But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been 

sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything 

wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”

43 And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer:On November 25th we remember  James Otis Sargent Huntington

Priest and Monk, 1935. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

In the Rule for the Order of the Holy Cross, James Huntington wrote: “Holiness is the 

brightness of divine love, and love is never idle; it must accomplish great things.” 

Commitment to active ministry rooted in the spiritual life was the guiding principle for the 



founder of the first permanent Episcopal monastic community for men in the United States.

James Otis Sargent Huntington was born in Boston in 1854. After graduation from Harvard, 

he studied theology at St. Andrew’s Divinity School in Syracuse, New York, and was 

ordained deacon and priest by his father, the first Bishop of Central New York. In 1880 and 

1881, he ministered in a working-class congregation at Calvary Mission, Syracuse.

While attending a retreat at St. Clement’s Church, Philadelphia, Huntington received a call to

the religious life. He considered joining the Society of St. John the Evangelist, which had by 

that time established a province in the United States, but he resolved to found an indigenous

American community.

Huntington and two other priests began their common life at Holy Cross Mission on New 

York’s Lower East Side, ministering with the Sisters of St. John the Baptist among poor 

immigrants. The taxing daily regimen of Eucharist, prayer, and long hours of pastoral work 

soon forced one priest to leave for reason of health. The other dropped out for lack of a 

vocation. Huntington went on alone; and on November 25, 1884, his life vow was received 

by Bishop Potter of New York.

As Huntington continued his work among the immigrants, with emphasis on helping young 

people, he became increasingly committed to the social witness of the Church. His early 

involvements in the single-tax movement and the labor union movement were instrumental 

in the eventual commitment of The Episcopal Church to social ministries.

The Order attracted vocations, and, as it grew in the ensuing years, the community moved, 

first to Maryland, and, in 1902, to West Park, New York, where it established the monastery 

which is its mother house. Huntington served as Superior on several occasions, continuing 

his energetic round of preaching, teaching, and spiritual counsel until his death on June 28, 

1935.

Let us pray: O loving God, by your grace your servant James Huntington gathered a 

community dedicated to love and discipline and devotion to the holy Cross of our Savior 



Jesus Christ: Send your blessing upon all who proclaim Christ crucified and move the hearts

of many to look upon him and be saved; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


