
First Sunday of Advent Sunday, December 01, 2019

The Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 

the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to 

visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 2:1-5 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 In days to come

    the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

    and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

3     Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

    to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways

    and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,

    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 He shall judge between the nations,

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares,

    and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

    neither shall they learn war any more.

5 O house of Jacob,

    come, let us walk

    in the light of the Lord!

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 122 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I was glad when they said to me, *

      "Let us go to the house of the Lord."

2 Now our feet are standing *

       within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *

       that is at unity with itself;

4 To which the tribes go up,

  the tribes of the Lord, *

       the assembly of Israel,

       to praise the Name of the Lord.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *

       the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *

      "May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls *

       and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *

       I pray for your prosperity.

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, *

       I will seek to do you good."

Epistle: Romans 13:11-14 read from The New Revised Standard Version Bible 

Anglicized

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of 

light; 13 let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44  read from the World English Bible

36 “But no one knows of that day and hour, not even the angels of heaven,[e] but my Father 

only. 37 As the days of Noah were, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in 

those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ship, 39 and they didn’t know until the 

flood came and took them all away, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two 

men will be in the field: one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding 

at the mill: one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Watch therefore, for you don’t know in 

what hour your Lord comes. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in 

what watch of the night the thief was coming, he would have watched, and would not have 

allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore also be ready, for in an hour that you don’t

expect, the Son of Man will come. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On December 2nd we celebrate the life of Channing Moore Williams

Missionary Bishop in China and Japan. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Bishop Williams, a farmer’s son, was born in Richmond, Virginia, on July 18th, 1829, and 

brought up in straitened circumstances by his widowed mother. He attended the College of 

William and Mary and the Virginia Theological Seminary.

Ordained deacon in 1855, he offered himself for work in China, where he was ordained 

priest in 1857. Two years later, he was sent to Japan and opened work in Nagasaki. His first 

convert was baptized in 1866, the year he was chosen bishop for both China and Japan.

After 1868, he decided to concentrate all his work in Japan, following the revolution that 

opened the country to renewed contact with the western world. Relieved of his responsibility 

for China in 1874, Williams made his base at Yedo (now Tokyo), where he founded a divinity 

school, later to become St. Paul’s University. At a synod in 1887, he helped bring together 

the English and American missions to form the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Holy Catholic Church 

of Japan, when the Church there numbered fewer than a thousand communicants.



Williams translated parts of the Prayer Book into Japanese; and he was a close friend and 

warm supporter of Bishop Schereschewsky, his successor in China, in the latter’s arduous 

work of translating the Bible into Chinese.

After resigning his jurisdiction in 1889, Bishop Williams stayed in Japan to help his 

successor there, Bishop John McKim, who was consecrated in 1893. Williams lived in Kyoto 

and continued to work in the opening of new mission stations until his return to America in 

1908. He died in Richmond, Virginia, on December 2nd, 1910.

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant Channing Moore 

Williams, whom you called to preach the Gospel to the people of China and Japan. Raise up

in this and every land evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, that your Church may 

proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.


