Second Sunday after Christmas Sunday, January 05, 2020

The Collect: O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself
to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:7-14 read from the New Revised Standard Version
Anglicized
7 For thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
‘Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.’
8 See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labour, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9 With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’

11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,



and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14 | will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.
The Word of the Lord

Psalm:84 or 84:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of

the Lord;

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find

it a place of springs, *



for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
9 For one day in your courts is better than
a thousand in my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will the Lord withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.
12 O Lord of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!]

Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a read from The World English Bible

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and without defect before him in

love, 5 having predestined us for adoption as children through Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his desire, 6 to the praise of the glory of his grace, by

which he freely gave us favor in the Beloved,

15 For this cause | also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, and
the love which you have toward all the saints, 16 don’t cease to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the

eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what



are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to that working of the strength of
his might

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 or Luke 2:41-52 or Matthew 2:1-12 read from the

Revised Standard Version Bible

Matthew 2: 13 — 15, 19 — 23 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till
| tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took
the child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the
death of Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt

have | called my son.”

19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, 20 “Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother, and
went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archela’us reigned over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to
the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Luke 2:41-52 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. 42 And when
he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; 43 and when the feast was
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did
not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they

sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; 45 and when they did not find him, they



returned to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; 47 and all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when they saw him they were
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and | have been looking for you anxiously.” 49 And he said to them, “How is it that you
sought me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?” 50 And they did not
understand the saying which he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came
to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.

The Gospel of the Lord

Matthew 2:1-12 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is he who has been born king
of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.” 3 When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet:

6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will govern my people Israel.”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star appeared; 8 and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him bring me word, that | too may come and worship

him.” 9 When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had
seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child

was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; 11 and going into
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and

myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own



country by another way.
The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On January 10th we remember William Laud Archbishop of
Canterbury, read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

William Laud, born in 1573, became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1633, having been Charles
I’s principal ecclesiastical adviser for several years before. He was the most prominent of a
new generation of churchmen who disliked many of the ritual practices which had developed

during the reign of Elizabeth I, and who were bitterly opposed by the Puritans.

Laud believed the Church of England to be in direct continuity with the medieval Church, and
he stressed the unity of Church and State, exalting the role of the king as the supreme
governor. He emphasized the priesthood and the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist, and
caused consternation by insisting on the reverencing of the altar, returning it to its pre-

Reformation position against the east wall of the church, and hedging it about with rails.

As head of the courts of High Commission and Star Chamber, Laud was abhorred for the

harsh sentencing of prominent Puritans. His identification with the unpopular policies of King
Charles, his support of the war against Scotland in 1640, and his efforts to make the Church
independent of Parliament, made him widely disliked. He was impeached for treason by the

Long Parliament in 1640, and finally beheaded on January 10, 1645.

Laud’s reputation has remained controversial to this day. Honored as a martyr and
condemned as an intolerant bigot, he was compassionate in his defense of the rights of the
common people against the landowners. He was honest, devout, loyal to the king and to the
rights and privileges of the Church of England. He tried to reform and protect the Church in
accordance with his sincere convictions. But in many ways he was out of step with the views

of the majority of his countrymen, especially about the “Divine Right of Kings.”

He made a noble end, praying on the scaffold: “The Lord receive my soul, and have mercy
upon me, and bless this kingdom with peace and charity, that there may not be this effusion

of Christian blood amongst them.”



Let us pray: Keep us, O Lord, constant in faith and zealous in witness, that, like your
servant William Laud, we may live in your fear, die in your favor, and rest in your peace; for

the sake of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



