
First Sunday after the Epiphany Sunday, January 12, 2020

The Collect: Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 

him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized 

into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and 

Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-9 read from the American Standard Version Bible

42 Behold, my servant, whom I uphold; my chosen, in whom my soul delighteth: I have put 

my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 2 He will not cry, nor lift up his 

voice, nor cause it to be heard in the street. 3 A bruised reed will he not break, and a dimly 

burning wick will he not quench: he will bring forth justice in truth. 4 He will not fail nor be 

discouraged, till he have set justice in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his law.

5 Thus saith God Jehovah, he that created the heavens, and stretched them forth; he that 

spread abroad the earth and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the 

people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 6 I, Jehovah, have called thee in 

righteousness, and will hold thy hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the

people, for a light of the Gentiles; 7 to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from 

the dungeon, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house. 8 I am Jehovah, that is 

my name; and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise unto graven images. 

9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare; before they 

spring forth I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm: Psalm 29 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *

       ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *



       worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;

  the God of glory thunders; *

       the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *

       the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *

       the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *

       and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;

  the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *

       the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *

       and strips the forests bare.

9 And in the temple of the Lord *

       all are crying, "Glory!"

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *

       the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *

       the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Second Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 read from the Douay-Rheims Bible

34 And Peter opening his mouth, said: In very deed I perceive, that God is not a respecter of

persons.

35 But in every nation, he that feareth him, and worketh justice, is acceptable to him.

36 God sent the word to the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord 

of all.)

37 You know the word which hath been published through all Judea: for it began from 

Galilee, after the baptism which John preached,

38 Jesus of Nazareth: how God anointed him with the Holy Ghost, and with power, who went



about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.

39 And we are witnesses of all things that he did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, 

whom they killed, hanging him upon a tree.

40 Him God raised up the third day, and gave him to be made manifest,

41 Not to all the people, but to witnesses preordained by God, even to us, who did eat and 

drink with him after he arose again from the dead;

42 And he commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is he who was 

appointed by God, to be judge of the living and of the dead.

43 To him all the prophets give testimony, that by his name all receive remission of sins, who

believe in him.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 read from the God's Word Bible

13 Then Jesus appeared. He came from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. 

14 But John tried to stop him and said, “I need to be baptized by you. Why are you coming 

to me?”

15 Jesus answered him, “This is the way it has to be now. This is the proper way to do 

everything that God requires of us.”

Then John gave in to him. 16 After Jesus was baptized, he immediately came up from the 

water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down as a 

dove to him. 17 Then a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love—my Son with 

whom I am pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 12 we remember Aelred, Abbot of Rievaulx

Aelred was born in 1109, of a family which had long been treasurers of the shrine of 

Cuthbert of Lindisfarne at Durham Cathedral. While still a youth, he was sent for education 

in upper-class life to the court of King David of Scotland, son of Queen Margaret. The King’s 

stepsons, Simon and Waldef, were his models and intimate friends. After intense disillusion 

and inner struggle, Aelred went to Yorkshire, where he became a Cistercian monk at the 

abbey of Rievaulx in 1133.



Aelred soon became a major figure in English church life. Sent to Rome on diocesan affairs 

of Archbishop William of York, he returned by way of Clairvaux. Here he made a deep 

impression on Bernard, who encouraged the young monk to write his first work, Mirror of 

Charity, on Christian perfection. In 1143, Aelred led the founding of a new Cistercian house 

at Revesby. Four years later, he was appointed abbot of Rievaulx. By the time of his death 

from kidney disease in 1167, the abbey had more than 600 monks, including Aelred’s 

biographer and friend, Walter Daniel. During this period, Aelred wrote his best known work, 

Spiritual Friendship.

Friendship, Aelred teaches, is both a gift from God and a creation of human effort. While 

love is universal, freely given to all, friendship is a particular love between individuals, of 

which the example is Jesus and John the Beloved Disciple. As abbot, Aelred allowed his 

monks to hold hands and give other expressions of friendship. In the spirit of Anselm of 

Canterbury and Bernard of Clairvaux, Aelred writes:

There are four qualities which characterize a friend: Loyalty, right intention, discretion, and 

patience. Right intention seeks for nothing other than God and natural good. Discretion 

brings understanding of what is done on a friend’s behalf, and ability to know when to correct

faults. Patience enables one to be justly rebuked, or to bear adversity on another’s behalf. 

Loyalty guards and protects friendship, in good or bitter times.

Aelred died in 1167.

Let us pray: Almighty God, you endowed the abbot Aelred with the gift of Christian 

friendship and the wisdom to lead others in the way of holiness: Grant to your people that 

same spirit of mutual affection, that, in loving one another, we may know the love of Christ 

and rejoice in the gift of your eternal goodness; through the same Jesus Christ our Savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


