
Third Sunday after the Epiphany Sunday, January 26

The Collect: Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ 

and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may 

perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 9:1-4 read from the Lexham English Bible

9 But there will be no gloom for those who were in distress.

In former times he treated the land of Zebulun and Naphtali with contempt, but in the future 

he will honor the way of the sea beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

    light has shined on those who lived in a land of darkness.

3 You have made the nation numerous;

    you have not made the joy great.

They rejoice in your presence as with joy at the harvest,

    as they rejoice when they divide plunder.

4 For you have shattered the yoke of its burden

    and the stick of its shoulder,

    the rod of its oppressor, on the day of Midian.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 27:1, 5-13 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;

  whom then shall I fear? *

       the Lord is the strength of my life;

       of whom then shall I be afraid?

5 One thing have I asked of the Lord;

  one thing I seek; *

       that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;



6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord *

       and to seek him in his temple.

7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; *

       he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling

       and set me high upon a rock.

8 Even now he lifts up my head *

       above my enemies round about me.

9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation

  with sounds of great gladness; *

       I will sing and make music to the Lord.

10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; *

       have mercy on me and answer me.

11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." *

       Your face, Lord, will I seek.

12 Hide not your face from me, *

       nor turn away your servant in displeasure.

13 You have been my helper;

   cast me not away; *

       do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 read from the Message Bible

10 I have a serious concern to bring up with you, my friends, using the authority of Jesus, 

our Master. I’ll put it as urgently as I can: You must get along with each other. You must learn

to be considerate of one another, cultivating a life in common.

11-12 I bring this up because some from Chloe’s family brought a most disturbing report to 

my attention—that you’re fighting among yourselves! I’ll tell you exactly what I was told: 

You’re all picking sides, going around saying, “I’m on Paul’s side,” or “I’m for Apollos,” or 

“Peter is my man,” or “I’m in the Messiah group.”

13-16 I ask you, “Has the Messiah been chopped up in little pieces so we can each have a 



relic all our own? Was Paul crucified for you? Was a single one of you baptized in Paul’s 

name?” I was not involved with any of your baptisms—except for Crispus and Gaius—and 

on getting this report, I’m sure glad I wasn’t. At least no one can go around saying he was 

baptized in my name. (Come to think of it, I also baptized Stephanas’s family, but as far as I 

can recall, that’s it.)

17 God didn’t send me out to collect a following for myself, but to preach the Message of 

what he has done, collecting a following for him. And he didn’t send me to do it with a lot of 

fancy rhetoric of my own, lest the powerful action at the center—Christ on the Cross—be 

trivialized into mere words.

18 The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer silliness to those 

hellbent on destruction, but for those on the way of salvation it makes perfect sense. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 read from the Modern English Version Bible

12 Now when Jesus heard that John was put in prison, He left for Galilee. 13 And leaving 

Nazareth, He came and lived in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun 

and Naphtali, 14 that what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying:

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

    the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan,

    Galilee of the Gentiles:

16 The people who sat in darkness

    saw great light.

And on those who sat in the land of the shadow of death,

    light has dawned.”

17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent! For the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.”

18 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, 



and Andrew his brother, throwing a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And He said

to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 They immediately left their nets 

and followed Him.

21 And going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and 

John his brother, in a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He called 

them. 22 They immediately left the boat and their father and followed Him.

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of 

the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all sorts of diseases among the people.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 29 we celebrate the life of Andrei Rublev, Monk and 

Iconographer. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Generally acknowledged as Russia’s greatest iconographer, Andrei Rublev was born around

1365 near Moscow. While very young, he entered the monastery of The Holy Trinity and, in 

1405, with the blessing of his igumen (the Orthodox equivalent of abbot), he transferred to 

the Spaso-Andronikov monastery where he received the tonsure and studied iconography 

with Theophanes the Greek and the monk Daniel. Among his most revered works are those 

in the Dormition Cathedral in Vladimir, a city east of Moscow.

The icon (“image” in Greek) is central to Orthodox spirituality. It finds its place in liturgy and 

in personal devotion. An icon is two dimensional; despite being an image of someone, it is 

not a physical portrait. Western art, especially since the Renaissance, has sought to 

represent figures or events so that the viewer might better imagine them. A Western crucifix 

seeks to enable us to imagine what Golgotha was like. Icons seek to provide immediate 

access to the spiritual and the divine unmediated by the human, historical imagination.

Rublev was trained in the spiritual discipline of iconography. Writing an icon involved the 

ritual of preparing the surface, applying the painted and precious metal background, and 

then creating the image, first outlining it in red. Throughout, he would repeatedly say the 



“Jesus Prayer” (“Lord Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me”). He was creating a window 

into the Divine which he knew was always before him but which was invisible to the human 

eye. He knew he was able to create such an image of God because he himself was made in 

the image of God. His object was to be totally focused on receiving God’s love and loving in 

return.

Rublev is best known for his icon of the Holy Trinity based on the story of the three visitors of

Abraham in Genesis 18. He died peacefully in 1430. In 1551, the “Council of the One 

Hundred Chapters” decreed that all icons in the Russian church were to be drawn from the 

models provided by ancient Greek icon writers and Rublev.

As Jesus was the icon of God, so each one of us is also. Ascetic practice aims at freeing 

that image from sinful distraction and claiming it more and more. To venerate an icon is to 

find some of the ineffable beauty that is God, that is manifest in Christ and the saints, and is 

also in each one of us.

Let us Pray: Holy God, we bless you for the gift of your monk and icon writer Andrei Rublev,

who, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provided a window into heaven for generations to come, 

revealing the majesty and mystery of the holy and blessed Trinity; who lives and reigns 

through ages of ages. Amen.


