
The Presentation of our Lord Sunday, February 02, 2020

The Collect: Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son 

was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean 

hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-4  read from the New American Standard Bible

3 “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the 

Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the 

covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts. 2 “But who 

can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 

refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3 He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will 

purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the 

Lord offerings in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 84 or Psalm 24:7-10 both will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of 

Common Prayer

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! *

       My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD;

       my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house

  and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *

       by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts,

       my King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *

       they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *



       whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *

       for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height, *

       and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *

       hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God; *

       and look upon the face of your Anointed.

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *

       and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God

       than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; *

       he will give grace and glory;

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold *

       from those who walk with integrity.

12 O LORD of hosts, *

       happy are they who put their trust in you!

Psalm 24:7 - 10

7 Lift up your heads, O gates;

  lift them high, O everlasting doors; *

       and the King of glory shall come in.

8 "Who is this King of glory?" *

  "The LORD, strong and mighty,

       the LORD, mighty in battle."

9 Lift up your heads, O gates;

  lift them high, O everlasting doors; *

       and the King of glory shall come in.

10 "Who is he, this King of glory?" *

      "The LORD of hosts,

       he is the King of glory."



Epistle: Hebrews 2:14-18 read from the New Century Version Bible

14 Since these children are people with physical bodies, Jesus himself became like them. 

He did this so that, by dying, he could destroy the one who has the power of death—the 

devil— 15 and free those who were like slaves all their lives because of their fear of death. 

16 Clearly, it is not angels that Jesus helps, but the people who are from Abraham. 17 For 

this reason Jesus had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every way so he could be 

their merciful and faithful high priest in service to God. Then Jesus could die in their place to 

take away their sins. 18 And now he can help those who are tempted, because he himself 

suffered and was tempted.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 read from the New International Version Bible

22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and 

Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the 

Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in 

keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 

was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought 

in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in 

his arms and praised God, saying:

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

    you may now dismiss your servant in peace.

30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,

31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

    and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts 



of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 

fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God 

and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong;

he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

The Gospel of the Lord

The Closing Prayer: On February 5th we remember Roger Williams, and Anne 

Hutchinson, Prophetic Witnesses. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses. 

Born in London in 1603, Roger Williams was ordained and served as a priest in the Church 

of England. Williams found that he could not abide by the rigorous, high-church policies of 

Archbishop William Laud, and in 1630, he sailed to New England in search of religious 

liberty.

Upon his arrival in Boston, Williams encountered further obstacles to religious freedom. In 

particular, Williams objected to the ability of the civil authorities to punish religious offenses, 

and in his book The Bloody Tenet of Persecution, he advocated for a “wall of separation” 

between civil and religious powers. He believed also in the fundamental right of all people to 

follow their consciences in matters of religious belief. He left Massachusetts and founded a 

nearby settlement called Providence, believing God had guided him to this new land. He 

was eventually granted a charter for the colony of Rhode Island, the new constitution of 

which granted wide religious latitude and freedom of practice. Williams founded the first 

Baptist Church in Providence, though he refused to be tied to the tenets of an established 

church.

Like Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson (born Anne Marbury at Alford, Lincolnshire, England, 

in July 1591), also immigrated to Massachusetts in hope of finding religious freedom. She 



was an outspoken advocate of the rights and equality of women, challenging the dominant 

views of the Puritan leadership. She held Bible studies in her home for the women of her 

community, at which she welcomed critical examination of the faith. As a result of her 

activities, she found herself at odds with not only the religious authorities, but the state civil 

authorities as well, and, in 1638, she was tried by the General Court of Massachusetts, 

presided over by Governor John Winthrop, and was branded as a dangerous dissenter and 

banished from the colony. Anne eventually relocated to what is now the Bronx, New York, 

where she and her family were killed, save one daughter, by a group of Siwanoy Indians on 

August 20, 1643.

Today, both Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson are remembered as early champions of 

religious liberty in the United States and as prophets of the individual’s freedom of fellowship

with the Creator.

Let us pray: O God, our light and salvation, who makes all free to worship you: May we 

ever strive to be faithful to your call, following the example of Roger Williams and Anne 

Hutchinson, that we may faithfully set our hands to the Gospel plow, confident in the truth 

proclaimed by your Son Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.


