
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany Sunday, February 16, 2020

The Collect: O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our 

prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help

of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and 

deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or Sirach 15:15-20 both will be read from the 

World English Bible

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15 Behold, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and evil. 16 For I 

command you today to love Yahweh your God, to walk in his ways and to keep his 

commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances, that you may live and multiply, and that 

Yahweh your God may bless you in the land where you go in to possess it. 17 But if your 

heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away and worship other gods, and 

serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you will surely perish. You will not prolong your 

days in the land where you pass over the Jordan to go in to possess it. 19 I call heaven and 

earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and

the curse. Therefore choose life, that you may live, you and your descendants, 20 to love 

Yahweh your God, to obey his voice, and to cling to him; for he is your life, and the length of 

your days, that you may dwell in the land which Yahweh swore to your fathers, to Abraham, 

to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

The Word of the Lord

Sirach 15:15-20

15 If you choose, you can keep the commandments. 

To be faithful is a matter of your choice. 

16 He has set fire and water before you. 

You will stretch forth your hand to whichever you desire. 



17 Before man is life and death. 

Whichever he likes, it will be given to him. 

18 For the wisdom of the Lord is great. 

He is mighty in power, and sees all things. 

19 His eyes are upon those who fear him. 

He knows every act of man. 

20 He has not commanded any man to be ungodly. 

He has not given any man license to sin. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 119:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, *

       who walk in the law of the Lord!

2 Happy are they who observe his decrees *

       and seek him with all their hearts!

3 Who never do any wrong, *

       but always walk in his ways.

4 You laid down your commandments, *

       that we should fully keep them.

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct *

       that I might keep your statutes!

6 Then I should not be put to shame, *

       when I regard all your commandments.

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, *

       when I have learned your righteous judgments.

8 I will keep your statutes; *

       do not utterly forsake me.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

3:1 But I, brethren, could not address you as spiritual men, but as men of the flesh, as babes



in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food; for you were not ready for it; and even yet you 

are not ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you,

are you not of the flesh, and behaving like ordinary men? 4 For when one says, “I belong to 

Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apol′los,” are you not merely men?

5 What then is Apol′los? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 

assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apol′los watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he 

who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who 

plants and he who waters are equal, and each shall receive his wages according to his 

labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 read from the American Standard Version Bible

21 Ye have heard that it was said to them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 

shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 but I say unto you, that every one who is 

angry with his brother shall be in danger of the judgment; and whosoever shall say to his 

brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council; and whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be

in danger of the hell of fire. 23 If therefore thou art offering thy gift at the altar, and there 

rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee, 24 leave there thy gift before the altar,

and go thy way, first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 25 Agree 

with thine adversary quickly, while thou art with him in the way; lest haply the adversary 

deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into 

prison. 26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou have 

paid the last farthing.

27 Ye have heard that it was said, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 but I say unto you, that

every one that looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already

in his heart. 29 And if thy right eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck it out, and cast it from 

thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not thy whole 

body be cast into hell. 30 And if thy right hand causeth thee to stumble, cut it off, and cast it 

from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not thy 

whole body go into hell. 31 It was said also, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give 



her a writing of divorcement: 32 but I say unto you, that every one that putteth away his wife,

saving for the cause of fornication, maketh her an adulteress: and whosoever shall marry 

her when she is put away committeth adultery.

33 Again, ye have heard that it was said to them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, 

but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 but I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither 

by the heaven, for it is the throne of God; 35 nor by the earth, for it is the footstool of his feet;

nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, 

for thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, 

nay: and whatsoever is more than these is of the evil one.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On February 17th we celebrate the life of Janani Luwum Archbishop 

of Uganda, and Martyr. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses. 

Janani Luwum was born in 1922 at Acholi in Uganda, near the Sudanese border. After his 

early years as a teacher and lay reader in Gulu, he was sent to St. Augustine’s College, 

Canterbury. He was ordained priest in 1956 and returned to Uganda to assume 

responsibility for twenty-four congregations. After several years of service that included work

at a local theological college, Luwum returned to England on scholarship for further study at 

the London College of Divinity.

In 1969, Luwum became Bishop of Northern Uganda, where he was a faithful visitor to his 

parishes as well as a growing influence at international gatherings of the Anglican 

Communion. In 1974, he was elected Archbishop of the Church of Uganda, Rwanda, 

Burundi, and Boga-Zaire.

Luwum’s new position brought him into direct contact and eventual confrontation with the 

Ugandan military dictator, Idi Amin, as the Archbishop sought to protect his people from the 

brutality of Amin’s regime. In August of 1976, Makerere University was sacked by 

government troops. With Archbishop Luwum as their chair, the Christian leaders of the 

country drafted a strong memorandum of protest against officially sanctioned rape and 



murder.

In early February 1977, the Archbishop’s residence was searched for arms by government 

security forces. On February 16, President Amin summoned Luwum to his palace. He went 

there, accompanied by the other Anglican bishops and by the Roman Catholic cardinal 

archbishop and a senior leader of the Muslim community. After being accused of complicity 

in a plot to murder the President, most of the clerics were allowed to leave. However, 

Archbishop Luwum was ordered to remain behind. As his companions departed, Luwum 

said, “They are going to kill me. I am not afraid.” He was never seen alive again. The 

following day the government announced that he had been killed in an automobile accident 

while resisting arrest. Only after some weeks had passed was his bullet-riddled body 

released to his family for burial.

Early in his confrontation with the Ugandan government, Archbishop Luwum answered one 

of his critics by saying, “I do not know how long I shall occupy this chair. I live as though 

there will be no tomorrow. While the opportunity is there, I preach the gospel with all my 

might, and my conscience is clear before God.”

Let us pray: O God, whose Son the Good Shepherd laid down his life for the sheep: We 

give you thanks for your faithful shepherd, Janani Luwum, who after his Savior’s example 

gave up his life for the people of Uganda. Grant us to be so inspired by his witness that we 

make no peace with oppression, but live as those who are sealed with the cross of Christ, 

who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.


