
Second Sunday in Lent Sunday, March 08, 2020

The Collect: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to

embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 12:1-4a read from the Message Bible

12 God told Abram: “Leave your country, your family, and your father’s home for a land that I

will show you.

2-3 I’ll make you a great nation

        and bless you.

    I’ll make you famous;

        you’ll be a blessing.

    I’ll bless those who bless you;

        those who curse you I’ll curse.

    All the families of the Earth

        will be blessed through you.”

4-6 So Abram left just as God said, and Lot left with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 

when he left Haran. 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 121 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *

       from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the Lord, *

       the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved *

       and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *



       shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; *

       the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *

       nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *

       it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *

       from this time forth for evermore.

Epistle: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 read from the Modern English Version Bible

4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our father according to the flesh, has found? 2 If 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

3 What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.”

4 Now to him who works, wages are not given as a gift, but as a debt. 5 But to him who does

not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness.

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his descendants received the promise that 

he would be the heir of the world, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who 

are of the law become heirs, faith would be made void and the promise nullified, 15 because

the law produces wrath, for where there is no law, there is no sin.

16 Therefore the promise comes through faith, so that it might be by grace, that the promise 

would be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the law, but also to 

those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 17 (as it is written, “I have 

made you a father of many nations”) before God whom he believed, and who raises the 

dead, and calls those things that do not exist as though they did.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: John 3:1-17 read from the New American Standard Bible

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 2 this man

came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as 

a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 

answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 

the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus *said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a 

second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of 

God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 

wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is 

going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered and said to him, 

“Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to 

you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our

testimony. 12 If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell 

you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from 

heaven: the Son of Man. 14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 

the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 

in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world 

to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On March 9 we remember Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, read from A 

Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Gregory was a man enchanted with Christ and dazzled by the meaning of his Passion. He 



was born in Caesarea in Cappadocia (Turkey) about 334, the younger brother of Basil the 

Great, and, in his youth, was but a reluctant Christian.

When he was twenty, the transfer of the relics of the Forty Martyrs of Sebaste to the family 

chapel at Annesi quickened Gregory’s faith, and he became a practicing Christian and a 

lector. He abandoned this ministry, however, to become a rhetorician like his father.

His brother Basil, in his struggle against the Emperor Valens, compelled Gregory to become 

Bishop of Nyssa, a town ten miles from Caesarea. Knowing himself to be unfit for the 

charge, Gregory described his ordination as the most miserable day of his life. He lacked the

important episcopal skills of tact and understanding, and had no sense of the value of 

money. Falsely accused of embezzling Church funds, Gregory went into hiding for two 

years, not returning to his diocese until Valens died.

Although he resented his brother’s dominance, Gregory was shocked by Basil’s death in 

379. Several months later, he received another shock: his beloved sister Macrina was dying.

Gregory hastened to Annesi and conversed with her for two days about death, and the soul, 

and the meaning of the resurrection. Choking with asthma, Macrina died in her brother’s 

arms.

The two deaths, while stunning Gregory, also freed him to develop as a deeper and richer 

philosopher and theologian. He reveals his delight in the created order in his treatise, On the

Making of Man. He exposes the depth of his contemplative and mystical nature in his Life of 

Moses and again in his Commentary on the Song of Songs. His Great Catechism is still 

considered second only to Origen’s treatise, On First Principles.

In 381, Gregory attended the Second Ecumenical Council at Constantinople, where he was 

honored as the “pillar of the Church.” In the fight for the Nicene faith, he was one of the three

great Eastern theologians, with Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, known as the 

Cappadocian Fathers.

Gregory died on March 9, probably in Nyssa, in about the year 394.



Let us pray: Almighty God, you have revealed to your Church your eternal Being of glorious

majesty and perfect love as one God in Trinity of Persons: Give us grace that, like your 

bishop Gregory of Nyssa, we may continue steadfast in the confession of this faith, and 

constant in our worship of you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and reign for ever 

and ever. Amen.


