
Second Sunday of Easter Sunday, April 19, 2020

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new

covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's

Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a,22-32 read from Modern English Version Bible

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice and said to them,

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth was a man attested to you by God 

with powerful works and wonders and signs, which God did through Him in your midst, as 

you yourselves know. 23 You have taken Him, who was handed over to you by the ordained 

counsel and foreknowledge of God, and by lawless hands have crucified and killed Him, 

24 whom God raised up by loosening the pull of death, because it was not possible that He 

should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him:

‘I foresaw the Lord always before me,

    for He is at my right hand,

    that I may not be shaken.

26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

    moreover my flesh will dwell in hope.

27 For You will not abandon my soul to Hades,

    nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.

28 You have made known to me the ways of life;

    You will make me full of joy with Your presence.’[b]

29 “Brothers, I may speak confidently to you concerning the patriarch David, that he both 

died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 But being a prophet, and 

knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of his seed according to the flesh, He 

would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he foresaw this and spoke concerning the 

resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh see 

corruption. 32 God raised up this Jesus, of which we all are witnesses.

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; *

       I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord,

       my good above all other."

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, *

       upon those who are noble among the people.

3 But those who run after other gods *

       shall have their troubles multiplied.

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, *

       nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; *

       it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; *

       indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; *

       my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 I have set the Lord always before me; *

       because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; *

       my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, *

       nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life; *

       in your presence there is fullness of joy,

       and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

Epistle: 1 Peter 1:3-9 read from the New American Standard Bible

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 

mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will 

not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through



faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even 

though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various [c]trials, 7 so 

that the [d]proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which [e]is perishable, even 

though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not 

see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and [f]full of glory,

9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of [g]your souls.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 20:19-31 read from the New Century Version Bible

19 When it was evening on the first day of the week, Jesus’ followers were together. The 

doors were locked, because they were afraid of the elders. Then Jesus came and stood right

in the middle of them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and his side. His followers were thrilled when they saw the Lord.

21 Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, I now send you.” 

22 After he said this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 

forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven. If you don’t forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

24 Thomas (called Didymus), who was one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 The other followers kept telling Thomas, “We saw the Lord.”

But Thomas said, “I will not believe it until I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger

where the nails were and put my hand into his side.”

26 A week later the followers were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. The 

doors were locked, but Jesus came in and stood right in the middle of them. He said, “Peace

be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put 

your hand here in my side. Stop being an unbeliever and believe.”

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you see me. Those who believe without 

seeing me will be truly blessed.”

30 Jesus did many other miracles in the presence of his followers that are not written in this 



book. 31 But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God. Then, by believing, you may have life through his name.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: April 22 John Muir, Naturalist and Writer, and Hudson Stuck, Priest 

and Environmentalist. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses. 

Born in Scotland in 1838, John Muir immigrated to the United States in 1849, settling in 

Wisconsin. Muir sought the spiritual freedom of the natural world. As a college student, Muir 

studied botany, of which he later said, “This fine lesson charmed me and sent me flying to 

the woods and meadows with wild enthusiasm.”

In 1868, Muir arrived in Yosemite Valley, California, which he called “the grandest of all the 

special temples of nature.” During a hiking trip through the Sierras, Muir developed theories 

about the development and ecosystem of the areas. Some years later, Muir took up the 

cause of preservation, eventually co-founding the Sierra Club, an association of 

environmental preservationists.

Muir, an ardent believer in the national parks as “places of rest, inspiration, and prayers,” 

adamantly opposed the free exploitation of natural resources for commercial use. This 

position put him at odds with conservationists who saw natural forests as sources of timber 

and who wanted to conserve them for that reason.

Muir was influential in convincing President Theodore Roosevelt that federal management 

and control were necessary to insure the preservation of the national forests. Today, he is 

revered as an inspiration for preservationists and his life’s work stands as a powerful 

testament to the majesty and beauty of God’s creation.

Hudson Stuck was an Episcopal priest and explorer. Born in England in 1863, he came to 

the United States in 1885. He graduated from The University of the South in 1892. From 

1894 to 1904, Stuck was Dean of the Episcopal Cathedral in Dallas, Texas. In 1905 he 

moved to Fort Yukon, Alaska, where he spent the rest of his life, serving as archdeacon of 



the Diocese of Alaska.

With a group of fellow explorers, Stuck was the first to completely ascend Denali (Mt. 

McKinley). He later wrote of the experience as a “privileged communion” to be received in 

awe and wonder. Upon reaching the pinnacle of Denali, Stuck led the climbers in prayer and 

thanksgiving. Archdeacon Stuck died in 1920.

Let us pray: Blessed Creator of the earth and all that inhabits it: We thank you for your 

prophets John Muir and Hudson Stuck, who rejoiced in your beauty made known in the 

natural world; and we pray that, inspired by their love of your creation, we may be wise and 

faithful stewards of the world you have created, that generations to come may also lie down 

to rest among the pines and rise refreshed for their work; in the Name of the one through 

whom you make all things new, Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


