
Third Sunday of Easter Sunday, April 26, 2020

The Collect: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 

work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a,36-41 read from the New International Version Bible

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,

both Lord and Messiah.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is

for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 

from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 

about three thousand were added to their number that day.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 116:1-3,10-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *

       because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

2 The cords of death entangled me;

  the grip of the grave took hold of me; *

       I came to grief and sorrow.



3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *

      "O Lord, I pray you, save my life."

10 How shall I repay the Lord *

       for all the good things he has done for me?

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *

       and call upon the Name of the Lord.

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *

       in the presence of all his people.

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *

       is the death of his servants.

14 O Lord, I am your servant; *

       I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;

       you have freed me from my bonds.

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *

       and call upon the Name of the Lord.

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *

       in the presence of all his people,

17 In the courts of the Lord's house, *

       in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

       Hallelujah!

Epistle: 1 Peter 1:17-23 read from the New Living Translation Bible

17 The Father is the One Who judges you by what you do. He does not respect one person 

more than another. If you call Him Father, be sure you honor Him with love and fear all the 

days of your life here on earth. 18 You know you were not bought and made free from sin by

paying gold or silver which comes to an end. And you know you were not saved from the 

punishment of sin by the way of life that you were given from your early fathers. That way of 

life was worth nothing. 19 The blood of Christ saved you. This blood is of great worth and no

amount of money can buy it. Christ was given as a lamb without sin and without spot. 

20 Long before the world was made, God chose Christ to be given to you in these last days. 

21 Because of Christ, you have put your trust in God. He raised Christ from the dead and 



gave Him great honor. So now your faith and hope are in God.

22 You have made your souls pure by obeying the truth through the Holy Spirit. This has 

given you a true love for the Christians. Let it be a true love from the heart. 23 You have 

been given a new birth. It was from a seed that cannot die. This new life is from the Word of 

God which lives forever.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 

miles[f] from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 

with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What 

are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad.[g] 

18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger 

in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 

19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,[h] 

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our 

chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 

21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.[i] Yes, and besides all this, it is 

now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his 

body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who 

said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just

as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish

you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not 

necessary that the Messiah[j] should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 

27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 

himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 



going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening

and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the 

table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes

were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to 

each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us[k] while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They 

were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told 

what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking 

of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On April 29th we celebrate the life of Catherine of Siena. Read from A 

Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Catherine Benincasa was the youngest of twenty-five children of a wealthy dyer of Siena. At 

six years of age, she had a remarkable vision that probably decided her life’s vocation. 

Walking home from a visit, she stopped on the road and gazed upward, oblivious to 

everything around her. “I beheld our Lord seated in glory with St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. 

John.” She went on to say, later, that the Savior smiled on her and blessed her.

From then on, Catherine spent most of her time in prayer and meditation, despite her 

mother’s attempts to force her to be like other girls. To settle matters, Catherine cut off her 

hair, her chief beauty. The family harassed her continually; but in the end, convinced that 

she was deaf to all opposition, her father let her do as she would: close herself away in a 

darkened room, fast, and sleep on boards. Eventually, she was accepted as a Dominican 

postulant.

Catherine had numerous visions, and was also tried most severely by loathsome 

temptations and degrading images. Frequently, she felt totally abandoned by the Lord. At 

last, in 1366, the Savior appeared with Mary and the Heavenly Host, and espoused her to 

himself, so ending her years of lonely prayer and struggle. She became a nurse, as 



Dominicans regularly did, caring for patients with leprosy and cancer, whom other nurses 

disliked to treat.

Opinion in Siena was sharply divided about whether she was a saint or a fanatic, but when 

the Bishop of Capua was appointed her confessor, he helped her to win full support from the

Dominican Mother House. Catherine was a courageous worker in time of severe plague; she

visited prisoners condemned to death; she constantly was called upon to arbitrate feuds and

to prepare troubled sinners for confession.

During the great schism of the papacy, with rival popes in Rome and Avignon, Catherine 

wrote tirelessly to princes, kings, and popes, urging them to restore the unity of the Church. 

She even went to Rome to press further for the cause.

Besides her many letters to all manner of people, Catherine wrote a Dialogue, a mystical 

work dictated in ecstasy. Exhausted and paralyzed, she died at the age of thirty-three.

Let us Pray: Everlasting God, you so kindled the flame of holy love in the heart of blessed 

Catherine of Siena, as she meditated on the passion of your Son our Savior, that she 

devoted her life to the poor and the sick, and to the peace and unity of the Church: Grant 

that we also may share in the mystery of Christ’s death, and rejoice in the revelation of his 

glory; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


