
Seventh Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 24, 2020

The Collect: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 

Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone 

before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 1:6-14 read from the King James Bible

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this 

time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father

hath put in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 

uttermost part of the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 

received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by

them in white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 

Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 

seen him go into heaven.

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem

a sabbath day's journey.

13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, 

and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James 

the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

The Word of the Lord



Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *

       let those who hate him flee before him.

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *

       as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *

       let them also be merry and joyful.

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;

  exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *

       YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, *

       God in his holy habitation!

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; *

       but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, *

       when you marched through the wilderness,

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,

  at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *

       at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *

       you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10 Your people found their home in it; *

       in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *

       sing praises to the Lord.

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *

       he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.

35 Ascribe power to God; *

       his majesty is over Israel;

       his strength is in the skies.

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! *

       the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people!



       Blessed be God!

Epistle: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 read from the Lexham English Bible

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, when it takes place to 

test you, as if something strange were happening to you. 13 But to the degree that you 

share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, so that also at the revelation of his glory you may 

rejoice and be glad. 14 If you are reviled on account of the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you at 

the right time, 7 casting all your cares on him, because he cares for you.

8 Be sober; be on the alert. Your adversary the devil walks around like a roaring lion, looking

for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, because you know the same 

kinds of sufferings are being accomplished by your community of believers in the world. 

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 

suffered for a short time, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To 

him be the power forever and ever Amen.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 17:1-11 read from the New Century Version Bible

17 After Jesus said these things, he looked toward heaven and prayed, “Father, the time has

come. Give glory to your Son so that the Son can give glory to you. 2 You gave the Son 

power over all people so that the Son could give eternal life to all those you gave him. 3 And 

this is eternal life: that people know you, the only true God, and that they know Jesus Christ, 

the One you sent. 4 Having finished the work you gave me to do, I brought you glory on 

earth. 5 And now, Father, give me glory with you; give me the glory I had with you before the

world was made.

6 “I showed what you are like to those you gave me from the world. They belonged to you, 

and you gave them to me, and they have obeyed your teaching. 7 Now they know that 



everything you gave me comes from you. 8 I gave them the teachings you gave me, and 

they accepted them. They knew that I truly came from you, and they believed that you sent 

me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for people in the world but for those you gave 

me, because they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And my glory is

shown through them. 11 I am coming to you; I will not stay in the world any longer. But they 

are still in the world. Holy Father, keep them safe by the power of your name, the name you 

gave me, so that they will be one, just as you and I are one.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On May 25th we celebrate the life of Bede, the Venerable Priest and 

Monk of Jarrow. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

At the age of seven, Bede’s parents brought him to the nearby monastery at Jarrow (near 

Durham in northeast England) for his education. There, as he later wrote, “spending all the 

remaining time of my life . . . I wholly applied myself to the study of Scripture, and amidst the

observance of regular discipline, and the daily care of singing in the church, I always took 

delight in learning, teaching, and writing.”

Bede was ordained deacon at nineteen, and presbyter at thirty. He died on the eve of the 

Ascension in 735 while dictating a vernacular translation of the Gospel According to John. 

About 1020, his body was removed to Durham and placed in the Galilee, the Lady Chapel at

the west end of the Cathedral nave.

Bede was the greatest scholar of his time in the Western Church. He wrote commentaries 

on the Scriptures based on patristic interpretations. His treatise on chronology was standard 

for a long time. He also wrote on orthography, poetic meter, and especially on history. His 

most famous work, the Ecclesiastical History of England, written in Latin, remains the 

primary source for the period 597 to 731, when Anglo-Saxon culture developed and 

Christianity triumphed. In this work, Bede was clearly ahead of his time. He consulted many 

documents, carefully evaluated their reliability, and cited his sources. His interpretations 

were balanced and judicious. He also wrote The Lives of the Holy Abbots of Wearmouth and

Jarrow, and a notable biography of Cuthbert, both in prose and verse.



His character shines through his work—an exemplary monk, an ardent Christian, devoted 

scholar, and a man of pure and winsome manners. He received the unusual title of 

Venerable more than a century after his death. According to one legend, the monk writing 

the inscription for his tomb was at a loss for a word to fill out the couplet:

Hac sunt in fossa  Bedae—blank—ossa

(This grave contains  the—blank—Bede’s remains)

That night an angel filled in the blank: Venerabilis. (Venerable)

Let us pray:  Almighty God, who has enriched your Church with the learning and holiness of

your servant Bede: Grant us to find in Scripture and disciplined prayer the image of your Son

our Savior Jesus Christ, and to fashion our lives according to his likeness, to the glory of 

your great Name and the benefit of your holy Church; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.


