
Day of Pentecost Whitsunday Sunday, May 31, 2020

The Collect: Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and 

nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by 

the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 read from the New International Version Bible

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound

like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 

on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 

6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one 

heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who 

are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?

9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; 

visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear 

them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they 

asked one another, “What does this mean?”

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 

Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I

say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, 

this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:



17 “‘In the last days, God says,

    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,

    your young men will see visions,

    your old men will dream dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women,

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,

    and they will prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in the heavens above

    and signs on the earth below,

    blood and fire and billows of smoke.

20 The sun will be turned to darkness

    and the moon to blood

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

21 And everyone who calls

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 104:25-35,37 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *

       in wisdom you have made them all;

       the earth is full of your creatures.

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea

   with its living things too many to number, *

       creatures both small and great.

27 There move the ships,

   and there is that Leviathan, *

       which you have made for the sport of it.

28 All of them look to you *

       to give them their food in due season.

29 You give it to them; they gather it; *



       you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *

       you take away their breath,

       and they die and return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *

       and so you renew the face of the earth.

32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *

       may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *

       he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *

       I will praise my God while I have my being.

35 May these words of mine please him; *

       I will rejoice in the Lord.

37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. *

       Hallelujah!

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 read from the New Living Translation Bible

3b No one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.

4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 

5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. 6 God works in different 

ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us.

7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit 

gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special 

knowledge. 9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one 

Spirit gives the gift of healing. 10 He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and 

another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a 

message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the 

ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is 



being said. 11 It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides 

which gift each person should have.

12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is 

with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and 

some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share 

the same Spirit.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 20:19-23 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 

his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, 

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord

or John 7:37-39 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried 

out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the one who believes in me drink. As 

the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now 

he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no 

Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 2 we remember Blandina and Her Companions the Martyrs of

Lyons. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

In the second century, after a brief respite, Christians in many parts of the Roman empire 



were once again subjected to persecution. At Lyons and Vienne, in Gaul, there were 

missionary centers which had drawn many Christians from Asia and Greece. They were 

living a devout life under the guidance of Pothinus, elderly Bishop of Lyons, when 

persecution began in 177.

At first, the Christians were socially excluded from Roman homes, the public baths, and the 

market place; insults, stones, and blows were rained on them by pagan mobs, and Christian 

homes were vandalized. Soon after, the imperial officials forced Christians to come to the 

market place for harsh questioning, followed by imprisonment.

Some slaves from Christian households were tortured to extract public accusations that 

Christians practiced cannibalism, incest, and other perversions. These false accusations 

roused the mob to such a pitch of wrath that any leniency toward the imprisoned Christians 

was impossible. Even friendly pagans now turned against them.

The fury of the mob fell most heavily on Sanctus, a deacon; Attalus; Maturus, a recent 

convert; and Blandina, a slave. According to Eusebius, Blandina was so filled with power to 

withstand torments that her torturers gave up. “I am a Christian,” she said, “and nothing vile 

is done among us.” Sanctus was tormented with red-hot irons. The aged Pothinus, badly 

beaten, died soon after. Finally, the governor decided to set aside several days for a public 

spectacle in the amphitheater.

Eusebius depicts Blandina in particular as standing in the person of Christ: “Blandina was 

suspended on a stake, and exposed to be devoured by the wild beasts who should attack 

her. And because she appeared as if hanging on a cross, and because of her earnest 

prayers, she inspired the combatants with great zeal. For they looked on her in her conflict, 

and beheld with their outward eyes, in the form of their sister, him who was crucified for 

them, that he might persuade those who believe in him, that every one who suffers for the 

glory of Christ has fellowship always with the living God.”

On the final day of the spectacle, writes Eusebius, “Blandina, last of all, like a noble mother 

who had encouraged her children and sent them ahead victorious to the King, hastened to 



join them.” Beaten, torn, burned with irons, she was wrapped in a net and tossed about by a 

wild bull. The spectators were amazed at her endurance.

Eusebius concludes: “They offered up to the Father a single wreath, but it was woven of 

diverse colors and flowers of all kinds. It was fitting that the noble athletes should endure a 

varied conflict, and win a great victory, that they might be entitled in the end to receive the 

crown supreme of life everlasting.” 

Let us pray:  Grant, O Lord, that we who keep the feast of the holy martyrs Blandina and 

her companions may be rooted and grounded in love of you, and may endure the sufferings 

of this life for the glory that shall be revealed in us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


