
First Sunday after Pentecost Trinity Sunday, June 07, 2020

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by 

the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 

power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and 

worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the

Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 1:1-2:4a read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible 

Anglicized

1 In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept 

over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4 And 

God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was

morning, the first day.

6 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.’ 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the 

dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let 

the dry land appear.’ And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 

were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, 

‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth 

that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants

yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 

saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 



night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. 16 God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and 

the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over

the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 

was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ 21 So God created the great sea monsters and 

every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 

winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, ‘Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23 And

there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. 25 God made the wild 

animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 

upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind[c] in our image, according to our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,[d] and over every creeping thing that creeps

upon the earth.’

27 So God created humankind[e] in his image,

    in the image of God he created them;[f]

    male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 

subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 

every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29 God said, ‘See, I have given you every 

plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 



you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given

every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and 

indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on the 

seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from

all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because 

on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 8 or Canticle 2 or 13 All will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of 

Common Prayer

1 O Lord our Governor, *

       how exalted is your Name in all the world!

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children *

       your majesty is praised above the heavens.

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, *

       to quell the enemy and the avenger.

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, *

       the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? *

       the son of man that you should seek him out?

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; *

       you adorn him with glory and honor;

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; *

       you put all things under his feet:

8 All sheep and oxen, *

       even the wild beasts of the field,



9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, *

       and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10 O Lord our Governor, *

       how exalted is your Name in all the world!

Canticle 2

Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed are thou for the name of thy Majesty; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed are thou in the temple of thy holiness; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed are thou that beholdest the depths, and dwellest between the Cherubim; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed are thou in the firmament of heaven; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Blessed are thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

praised and exalted above all for ever. 

Canticle 13

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *

       you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *

       we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *

       on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *

       we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *

       in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.



Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *

       we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 read from the World English Bible

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be perfected. Be comforted. Be of the same mind. Live in 

peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy 

kiss. 

13 All the saints greet you. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20  read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus 

came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 8 we remember Roland Allen Mission Strategist. Read from 

A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Roland Allen was an English missionary, supported by the Society for the Propagation of the

Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG) who served briefly in North China and for many years in East 

Africa. Allen believed that the mission work of the western churches was paternalistic and 

deeply rooted in colonialist values that were incompatible with the gospel. 

Allen was born in Bristol, England, on December 29, 1868; his father was an Anglican priest.

He attended St. John’s College at Oxford and was ordained to the priesthood in 1893. His 

first assignment with SPG was to North China where he served for seven years before 



returning to England because of poor health. He served briefly as a parish priest before 

turning to research and writing on mission work and missionary methods. This work led him 

to East Africa, particularly to Kenya, where he lived for much of the rest of his life. 

Allen’s most famous work, Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours, was published in 1912. 

Allen argued that St. Paul’s vision was to build a community, and raise up leaders so that the

sacraments could be administered. The community could be left alone to do its work of 

converting others to Jesus under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Allen continued to refine his

methods in later writings emphasizing the need for indigenous leadership as opposed to 

bishops and other leaders coming from foreign territories. In many situations, Allen favored 

clergy who were “tentmakers”—engaged in secular employment while serving their 

congregations—after the example of St. Paul. 

Allen possessed a gregarious temperament combined with absolute confidence in his ideas. 

He raised people’s ire no matter where he went, but he was also praised for the clarity of his 

convictions, his passion for the gospel, and his desire to see every local faith community 

thrive under its own leadership. 

Even though Allen’s ideas were often viewed with derision or, at least, suspicion, in his own 

day, he was the catalyst for the reform of mission strategy throughout the world. He died on 

June 9, 1947, in Nairobi, Kenya.

Let us pray:  Almighty God, by your Spirit you opened the Scriptures to your servant Roland

Allen, so that he might lead many to know, live, and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ: 

Give us grace to follow his example, that the variety of those to whom we reach out in love 

may receive your saving Word and witness in their own languages and cultures to your 

glorious Name; through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


