Second Sunday after Pentecost , June 14, 2020
The Collect: Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that
through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with
compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7)
Track 2 Old Testament Exodus 19:2-8a Both will be read from The Amplified Bible
Genesis 18
1 Now the Lord appeared to Abraham by the terebinth trees of Mamre [in Hebron], while he
was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day. 2 When he raised his eyes and looked up,
behold, three men were standing [a little distance] from him. When he saw them, he ran from
the tent door to meet them and bowed down [with his face] to the ground, 3 and Abraham
said, “My [a]lord, if now I have found favor in your sight, please do not pass by your servant
[without stopping to visit]. 4 Please let a little water be brought [by one of my servants] and
[you may] wash your feet, and recline and rest comfortably under the tree. 5 And I will bring
a piece of bread to refresh and sustain [b]you; after that you may go on, since you have
come to your servant.” And they replied, “Do as you have said.” 6 So Abraham hurried into
the tent to Sarah, and said, “Quickly, get ready three [c]measures of fine meal, knead it and
bake cakes.” 7 Abraham also ran to the herd and brought a calf, tender and choice, and he
gave it to the servant [to butcher], and he hurried to prepare it. 8 Then he took [d]curds and
milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it before the men; and he stood beside
them under the tree while they ate.
9 Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10 He
said, “I will surely return to you at this [e]time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife will
have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in years; she was past [the age of]
childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself [when she heard the Lord’s words], saying,
“After I have become old, shall I have pleasure and delight, my lord (husband) being also

old?” 13 And the Lord asked Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh [to herself], saying, ‘Shall I
really give birth [to a child] when I am so old?’ 14 Is anything too difficult or too wonderful for
the [f]Lord? At the appointed time, when the season [for her delivery] comes, I will return to
you and Sarah will have a son.” 15 Then Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh”; because
she was afraid. And He (the Lord) said, “No, but you did laugh.”
Genesis 21
1 The Lord graciously remembered and visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for
her as He had promised. 2 So Sarah conceived and gave birth to a son for Abraham in his
old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham named his son
Isaac (laughter), the son to whom Sarah gave birth. 4 So Abraham circumcised his son
Isaac when he was eight days old, just as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born. 6 Sarah said, “God has made me laugh; all
who hear [about our good news] will laugh with me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said
to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have given birth to a son by him in his old
age.”
The Word of the Lord
Track 2 Exodus 19: 2 – 8a
2 When they moved out from Rephidim, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai and they
camped there; Israel camped at the base of the mountain [of Sinai]. 3 Moses went up to God
[on the mountain], and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Say this to the
house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how
I carried you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will in fact
obey My voice and keep My covenant (agreement), then you shall be My own special
possession and treasure from among all peoples [of the world], for all the earth is Mine;
6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation [set apart for My purpose].’
These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”
7 So Moses called for the elders of the people, and told them all these words which the Lord
commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, “We will do everything that
the Lord has spoken.”
The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm 116:1,10-17 Track 2 Psalm 100 both will be read from The Episcopal
Church Book of Common Prayer
Track 1 Psalm 116
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
10 How shall I repay the Lord *
for all the good things he has done for me?
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people.
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *
is the death of his servants.
14 O Lord, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people,
17 In the courts of the Lord's house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Hallelujah!
Track 2 Psalm 100
1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving;

go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
4 For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Epistle: Romans 5:1-8 read from The Douay-Rheims Bible
5 Being justified therefore by faith, let us have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ:
2 By whom also we have access through faith into this grace, wherein we stand, and glory in
the hope of the glory of the sons of God.
3 And not only so; but we glory also in tribulations, knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience trial; and trial hope;
5 And hope confoundeth not: because the charity of God is poured forth in our hearts, by the
Holy Ghost, who is given to us.
6 For why did Christ, when as yet we were weak, according to the time, die for the ungodly?
7 For scarce for a just man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man some one would dare to
die.
8 But God commendeth his charity towards us; because when as yet we were sinners,
according to the time,
The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 9:35—10:23 read from The God's Word Bible
35 Jesus went to all the towns and villages. He taught in the synagogues and spread the
Good News of the kingdom. He also cured every disease and sickness.
36 When he saw the crowds, he felt sorry for them. They were troubled and helpless like
sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is large, but the
workers are few. 38 So ask the Lord who gives this harvest to send workers to harvest his
crops.”

10 Jesus called his twelve disciples and gave them authority to force evil spirits out of
people and to cure every disease and sickness.
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first and foremost, Simon (who is called
Peter) and his brother Andrew; James and his brother John, the sons of Zebedee; 3 Philip
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James (son of Alphaeus), and
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who later betrayed Jesus.
5 Jesus sent these twelve out with the following instructions: “Don’t go among people who
are not Jewish or into any Samaritan city. 6 Instead, go to the lost sheep of the nation of
Israel. 7 As you go, spread this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ 8 Cure the sick,
bring the dead back to life, cleanse those with skin diseases, and force demons out of
people. Give these things without charging, since you received them without paying.
9 “Don’t take any gold, silver, or even copper coins in your pockets. 10 Don’t take a traveling
bag for the trip, a change of clothes, sandals, or a walking stick. After all, the worker
deserves to have his needs met.
11 “When you go into a city or village, look for people who will listen to you there. Stay with
them until you leave that place. 12 When you go into a house, greet the family. 13 If it is a
family that listens to you, allow your greeting to stand. But if it is not receptive, take back
your greeting. 14 If anyone doesn’t welcome you or listen to what you say, leave that house
or city, and shake its dust off your feet. 15 I can guarantee this truth: Judgment day will be
better for Sodom and Gomorrah than for that city.
16 “I’m sending you out like sheep among wolves. So be as cunning as snakes but as
innocent as doves. 17 Watch out for people who will hand you over to the Jewish courts and
whip you in their synagogues. 18 Because of me you will even be brought in front of
governors and kings to testify to them and to everyone in the world. 19 When they hand you
over to the authorities, don’t worry about what to say or how to say it. When the time comes,
you will be given what to say. 20 Indeed, you’re not the ones who will be speaking. The Spirit
of your Father will be speaking through you.

21 “Brother will hand over brother to death; a father will hand over his child. Children will
rebel against their parents and kill them. 22 Everyone will hate you because you are
committed to me. But the person who patiently endures to the end will be saved. 23 So
when they persecute you in one city, flee to another. I can guarantee this truth: Before you
have gone through every city in Israel, the Son of Man will come.
The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 15th we remember Evelyn Underhill, writer. Read from A
Great Cloud of Witnesses.
The only child of a prominent barrister and his wife, Evelyn Underhill was born in
Wolverhampton, England, on December 6th, 1875, and grew up in London. She was
educated there and in a girls’ school in Folkestone, where she was confirmed in the Church
of England. She had little other formal religious training, but her spiritual curiosity was
naturally lively, and she read widely, developing quite early a deep appreciation for
mysticism. At sixteen, she began a life-long devotion to writing.
Evelyn had few childhood companions, but one of them, Hubert Stuart Moore, she
eventually married. Other friends, made later, included such famous persons as Laurence
Housman, Maurice Hewlett, and Sarah Bernhardt. Closest of all were Ethel Ross Barker, a
devout Roman Catholic, and Baron Friedrich von Hügel, with whom she formed a strong
spiritual bond. He became her director in matters mystical.
In the 1890’s, Evelyn began annual visits to the continent of Europe, and especially to Italy.
There she became influenced by the paintings of the Italian masters and by the Roman
Catholic Church. She spent nearly fifteen years wrestling painfully with the idea of converting
to Roman Catholicism, but decided in the end that it was not for her.
In 1921, Evelyn Underhill became reconciled to her Anglican roots, while remaining what she
called a “Catholic Christian.” She continued with her life of reading, writing, meditation, and
prayer. She had already published her first great spiritual work, Mysticism. This was followed
by many other books, culminating in her most widely read and studied book, Worship in

1937.
Evelyn Underhill’s most valuable contribution to spiritual literature must surely be her
conviction that the mystical life is not only open to a saintly few, but to anyone who cares to
nurture it and weave it into everyday experience, and also (at the time, a startling idea) that
modern psychological theories and discoveries, far from hindering or negating spirituality,
can actually enhance and transform it.
Evelyn Underhill’s writings proved appealing to many, resulting in a large international circle
of friends and disciples, making her much in demand as a lecturer and retreat director. She
died, at age 65, in London on June 15th, 1941.
Let us pray: O God, Origin, Sustainer, and End of all creatures: Grant that your Church,
taught by your servant Evelyn Underhill, guarded evermore by your power, and guided by
your Spirit into the light of truth, may continually offer to you all glory and thanksgiving, and
attain with your saints to the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have promised us by
our Savior Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

