
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, June 28, 2020

The Collect: Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined 

together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Track 1 Genesis 22:1-14 Read from the Lexham English Bible

22 And it happened that after these things, God tested Abraham. And he said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 And he said, “Take your son, your only child, Isaac, 

whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one 

of the mountains where I will tell you.” 3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning and 

saddled his donkey. And he took two of his servants with him, and Isaac his son. And he 

chopped wood for a burnt offering. And he got up and went to the place which God had told 

him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and he saw the place at a distance. 

5 And Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the donkey, and I and the boy will 

go up there. We will worship, then we will return to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of 

the burnt offering and placed it on Isaac his son. And he took the fire in his hand and the 

knife, and the two of them went together. 7 And Isaac said to Abraham his father, “My 

father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Here is the fire and the wood, but 

where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 And Abraham said, “God will provide the lamb for a

burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went together.

9 And they came to the place that God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and 

arranged the wood. Then he bound Isaac his son and placed him on the altar atop the wood.

10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 And the 

angel of Yahweh called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham! Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here I am.” 12 And he said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the boy; do not do 

anything to him. For now I know that you are one who fears God, since you have not 

withheld your son, your only child, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked. 



And behold, a ram was caught in the thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 

ram, and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name 

of that place “Yahweh will provide,” for which reason it is said today, “on the mountain of 

Yahweh it shall be provided.”

The Word of the Lord

Old Testament: Track 2  Jeremiah 28:5-9 Read from the Read from the Lexham 

English Bible

5 Then Jeremiah the prophet said to Hananiah the prophet before the eyes of the priests 

and before the eyes of all the people who were standing in the house of Yahweh, 6 and 

Jeremiah the prophet said, “Amen! May Yahweh do so; may Yahweh fulfill your words that 

you have prophesied, to bring back the vessels of the house of Yahweh and all the exiles 

from Babylon to this place. 7 Nevertheless listen please to this word that I am speaking in 

your hearing and in the hearing of all the people, 8 The prophets who were before me and 

before you from ancient times prophesied against many countries and against great 

kingdoms of war, and of disaster, and of plague. 9 The prophet who prophesies peace, at 

the coming of the word of the prophet, will become known as the prophet that Yahweh has 

truly sent.”

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm 13 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 How long, O Lord?

  will you forget me for ever? *

       how long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,

  and grief in my heart, day after day? *

       how long shall my enemy triumph over me?

3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; *

       give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;

4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," *

       and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.



5 But I put my trust in your mercy; *

       my heart is joyful because of your saving help.

6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; *

       I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.

Track 2  Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; *

       from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; *

       you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; *

       I have sworn an oath to David my servant:

4 'I will establish your line for ever, *

       and preserve your throne for all generations.'"

15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! *

       they walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence.

16 They rejoice daily in your Name; *

       they are jubilant in your righteousness.

17 For you are the glory of their strength, *

       and by your favor our might is exalted.

18 Truly, the Lord is our ruler; *

       the Holy One of Israel is our King.

Epistle: Romans 6:12-23 read from the Message Bible

12-14 That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives. Don’t give

it the time of day. Don’t even run little errands that are connected with that old way of life. 

Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time—remember, you’ve been raised from the 

dead!—into God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t tell you how to live. After all, you’re not 

living under that old tyranny any longer. You’re living in the freedom of God.

15-18 So, since we’re out from under the old tyranny, does that mean we can live any old 



way we want? Since we’re free in the freedom of God, can we do anything that comes to 

mind? Hardly. You know well enough from your own experience that there are some acts of 

so-called freedom that destroy freedom. Offer yourselves to sin, for instance, and it’s your 

last free act. But offer yourselves to the ways of God and the freedom never quits. All your 

lives you’ve let sin tell you what to do. But thank God you’ve started listening to a new 

master, one whose commands set you free to live openly in his freedom!

19 I’m using this freedom language because it’s easy to picture. You can readily recall, can’t 

you, how at one time the more you did just what you felt like doing—not caring about others, 

not caring about God—the worse your life became and the less freedom you had? And how 

much different is it now as you live in God’s freedom, your lives healed and expansive in 

holiness?

20-21 As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn’t have to bother 

with right thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter. But do you call that a free 

life? What did you get out of it? Nothing you’re proud of now. Where did it get you? A dead 

end.

22-23 But now that you’ve found you don’t have to listen to sin tell you what to do, and have 

discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise! A whole, healed, put-

together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! Work hard for sin your whole 

life and your pension is death. But God’s gift is real life, eternal life, delivered by Jesus, our 

Master.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42 read from the Modern English Version Bible

40 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 

41 He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. 

And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a 

righteous man’s reward. 42 And whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little

ones in the name of a disciple, truly I tell you, he shall in no way lose his reward.”



The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 1st we remember Harriet Beecher Stowe Writer and Prophetic

Witness. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Harriet Beecher Stowe was born on June 14th, 1811, and from an early age was influenced 

by the humanitarian efforts of her famous parents. Her father, Lyman Beecher, was known 

for his zealous preaching and involvement with the temperance movement, while her 

mother, Roxana Foote Beecher, ran a school for girls and publicly advocated for the 

intellectual development of women. Her sister Catharine led the women’s opposition against 

the Jackson administration’s Indian Removal Bill. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe was an outspoken critic of slavery, an institution that she believed to 

be fundamentally incompatible with the theology of her Calvinist upbringing. An author of 

many works, she is justly famous for her novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852), a sermon like 

work that chronicled the life of a slave family in the south. In particular, it recounted the tragic

consequences of slavery on families, consequences that were for Stowe to be counted as 

one of the worst evils of slavery. Uncle Tom’s Cabin was the bestselling book of the 

nineteenth century, and was influential in both America and Britain. 

Stowe’s book inspired anti-slavery movements in the North and provoked widespread anger 

in the South. Her work intensified the sectional conflicts that would eventually lead to the 

Civil War. Abraham Lincoln, upon meeting Harriet Beecher Stowe, was alleged to have said, 

“So this is the little lady who started this great war!” 

Stowe’s book, together with her public anti-slavery work, was largely responsible for bringing

the evils of slavery to light not only in America, but in Britain, Europe, even Russia. Tolstoy 

greatly esteemed her work and her moral courage, heaping lavish praise on her. She was 

renowned then, as now, for her boldness and willingness to expose the harsh realities of 

slavery to the public eye.

She died in Hartford, Connecticut on July 1st, 1896.



Let us pray: Gracious God, we thank you for the witness of Harriett Beecher Stowe, whose 

fiction inspired thousands with compassion for the shame and sufferings of enslaved 

peoples, and who enriched her writings with the cadences of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Help us, like her, to strive for your justice, that our eyes may see the glory of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, when he comes to reign with you and the Holy Spirit in reconciliation and 

peace, one God, now and always. Amen.


