
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 19, 2020

The Collect: Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we 

ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us 

those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 

through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Genesis 28:10-19a read from the New Living Translation Bible

10 Meanwhile, Jacob left Beersheba and traveled toward Haran. 11 At sundown he arrived 

at a good place to set up camp and stopped there for the night. Jacob found a stone to rest 

his head against and lay down to sleep. 12 As he slept, he dreamed of a stairway that 

reached from the earth up to heaven. And he saw the angels of God going up and down the 

stairway.

13 At the top of the stairway stood the Lord, and he said, “I am the Lord, the God of your 

grandfather Abraham, and the God of your father, Isaac. The ground you are lying on 

belongs to you. I am giving it to you and your descendants. 14 Your descendants will be as 

numerous as the dust of the earth! They will spread out in all directions—to the west and the

east, to the north and the south. And all the families of the earth will be blessed through you 

and your descendants. 15 What’s more, I am with you, and I will protect you wherever you 

go. One day I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have finished giving 

you everything I have promised you.”

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I wasn’t 

even aware of it!” 17 But he was also afraid and said, “What an awesome place this is! It is 

none other than the house of God, the very gateway to heaven!”

18 The next morning Jacob got up very early. He took the stone he had rested his head 

against, and he set it upright as a memorial pillar. Then he poured olive oil over it. 19 He 

named that place Bethel (which means “house of God”), 

The Word of the Lord



Track 1 Psalm 139:1-11, 22-23 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *

       you know my sitting down and my rising up;

       you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *

       and are acquainted with all my ways.

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *

       but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before *

       and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *

       it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? *

       where can I flee from your presence?

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *

       if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.

8 If I take the wings of the morning *

       and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

9 Even there your hand will lead me *

       and your right hand hold me fast.

10 If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, *

       and the light around me turn to night,"

11 Darkness is not dark to you;

   the night is as bright as the day; *

       darkness and light to you are both alike.

22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *

       try me and know my restless thoughts.

23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *

       and lead me in the way that is everlasting.



Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 44:6-8 read from the New Living Translation Bible

6 This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies: 

“I am the First and the Last;

    there is no other God.

7 Who is like me?

    Let him step forward and prove to you his power.

Let him do as I have done since ancient times

    when I established a people and explained its future.

8 Do not tremble; do not be afraid.

    Did I not proclaim my purposes for you long ago?

You are my witnesses—is there any other God?

    No! There is no other Rock—not one!”

Track 2 alternative Wisdom of Solomon 12:13,16-19 read from The Episcopal Church 

Book of Common Prayer

13 For neither is there any god besides you, whose care is for all people,

to whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly;

16 For your strength is the source of righteousness,

and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all.

17 For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness of your power,

and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it.

18 Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness,

and with great forbearance you govern us;

for you have power to act whenever you choose.

19 Through such works you have taught your people

that the righteous must be kind,

and you have filled your children with good hope,

because you give repentance for sins.

Track 2 Psalm 86:11-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

11 Teach me your way, O Lord,



   and I will walk in your truth; *

       knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name.

12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, *

       and glorify your Name for evermore.

13 For great is your love toward me; *

       you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit.

14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God,

   and a band of violent men seeks my life; *

       they have not set you before their eyes.

15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, *

       slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; *

       give your strength to your servant;

       and save the child of your handmaid.

17 Show me a sign of your favor,

   so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; *

       because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

Epistle: Romans 8:12-25 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh— 13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 

glorified with him.

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 

about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 

the children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the 



will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We 

know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 

wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope 

that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do 

not see, we wait for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible 

Anglicised

24 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26 So when the plants 

came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the 

householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 

Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28 He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The

slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” 29 But he replied, “No; for

in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them 

grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds 

first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 

saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 37 He answered, ‘The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 

sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 

40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.

41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of

sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 



of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 21st we remember Albert John Luthuli, Prophetic Witness in 

South Africa. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Albert John Mvumbi Luthuli was the first African to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, in 

recognition of his leadership in South Africa’s nonviolent struggle against apartheid. A man of

noble bearing, charitable, intolerant of hatred, and adamant in his demands for equality and 

peace among all people, Luthuli forged a philosophical compatibility between two cultures—

the Zulu culture of his native Africa and the Christian-democratic culture of Europe.

Born into a Christian family in 1898, Luthuli was educated in mission schools, took a college 

degree in Durban, and spent the first fifteen years of his working life as a school teacher 

before taking on the responsibilities of political activism. In 1936, he was elected a Zulu chief

and was made responsible for a five thousand person community in the sugar lands of 

Natal. This led to a number of other elected and appointed positions related to the struggle 

for civil rights in South Africa, culminating in his election as President of the Natal region of 

the African National Congress in 1945, becoming National President in 1952. He was 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1960 for his work against apartheid.

Luthuli’s increasing prominence as a leader of the anti-apartheid movement was met with 

significant resistance by the white South African government. His movements were 

restricted, his publications banned, and he was imprisoned on several occasions. 

A Methodist lay preacher, Luthuli believed the struggle for civil rights was a Christian 

struggle and his participation and leadership grew out of his understanding of Christian 

discipleship. “My own urge because I am a Christian, is to get into the thick of the struggle 

with other Christians, taking my Christianity with me and praying that it may be used to 

influence for good the character of the resistance.” When confronted by the South African 

government with an appeal to suspend his activism, Luthuli is reported to have said, “The 

road to freedom is via the cross.”



Although Luthuli’s death on July 21st, 1967, was nearly a quarter century before the end of 

apartheid in South Africa, he is remembered as a Christian statesman in the fight against 

political, racial, and religious oppression.

Let us Pray:  God of peace, who called your servant Albert Luthuli to be a leader in the 

struggle against apartheid: Strengthen your Church, that in union with his example and 

prayers, we might resist injustice in all its forms; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for all time. Amen.


