
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 16, 2020

The Collect: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 

also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming 

work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Genesis 45:1-15 read from the 21 Century King James Version 

Bible

45 Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him; and he cried, 

“Cause every man to go out from me!” And there stood no man with him while Joseph made 

himself known unto his brethren.

2 And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, “I am Joseph. Doth my father yet live?” And his brethren

could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence.

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, “Come near to me, I pray you.” And they came near; 

and he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

5 Now therefore be not grieved nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither, for God sent 

me before you to preserve life.

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land, and yet there are five years in which 

there shall neither be planting nor harvest.

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives 

by a great deliverance.

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God; and He hath made me a father to 

Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

9 Hasten ye, and go up to my father and say unto him, ‘Thus saith thy son Joseph: God hath 

made me lord of all Egypt. Come down unto me, tarry not;

10 and thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me — thou, and 

thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks and thy herds and all that thou hast.

11 And there will I nourish thee (for yet there are five years of famine), lest thou and thy 



household and all that thou hast come to poverty.’

12 And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that 

speaketh unto you.

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye 

shall make haste and bring down my father hither.”

14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his 

neck.

15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them; and after that his brethren talked

with him.

The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 read from the 21 Century King James Version 

Bible

56 Thus saith the Lord, “Keep ye judgment, and do justice; for My salvation is near to come, 

and My righteousness to be revealed. 

6 Also the sons of the stranger that join themselves to the Lord to serve Him, and to love the 

name of the Lord, to be His servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, 

and taketh hold of My covenant,

7 even them will I bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon Mine altar, for Mine house 

shall be called a house of prayer for all people.”

8 The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, “Yet will I gather others to him, 

beside those that are gathered unto him.”

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm 133 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *

       when brethren live together in unity!

2 It is like fine oil upon the head *



       that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *

       and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon *

       that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *

       life for evermore.

Track 2 Psalm 67 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 May God be merciful to us and bless us, *

       show us the light of his countenance and come to us.

2 Let your ways be known upon earth, *

       your saving health among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *

       let all the peoples praise you.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *

       for you judge the peoples with equity

       and guide all the nations upon earth.

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *

       let all the peoples praise you.

6 The earth has brought forth her increase; *

       may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

7 May God give us his blessing, *

       and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

Epistle: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 read from the Lexham English Bible

11 Therefore I say, God has not rejected his people, has he? May it never be! For I also am 

an Israelite, from the descendants of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not 

rejected his people, whom he foreknew! Or do you not know, in the passage about Elijah 



29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For just as you formerly were 

disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of the disobedience of these, 

31 so also these have now been disobedient for your mercy, in order that they also may now 

be shown mercy. 32 For God confined them all in disobedience, in order that he could have 

mercy on them all. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 15: 10-28 read from the Message Bible

10-11 He then called the crowd together and said, “Listen, and take this to heart. It’s not what 

you swallow that pollutes your life, but what you vomit up.”

12 Later his disciples came and told him, “Did you know how upset the Pharisees were when 

they heard what you said?”

13-14 Jesus shrugged it off. “Every tree that wasn’t planted by my Father in heaven will be 

pulled up by its roots. Forget them. They are blind men leading blind men. When a blind man 

leads a blind man, they both end up in the ditch.”

15 Peter said, “I don’t get it. Put it in plain language.”

16-20 Jesus replied, “You, too? Are you being willfully stupid? Don’t you know that anything 

that is swallowed works its way through the intestines and is finally defecated? But what 

comes out of the mouth gets its start in the heart. It’s from the heart that we vomit up evil 

arguments, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, lies, and cussing. That’s what pollutes. 

Eating or not eating certain foods, washing or not washing your hands—that’s neither here 

nor there.”

21-22 From there Jesus took a trip to Tyre and Sidon. They had hardly arrived when a 

Canaanite woman came down from the hills and pleaded, “Mercy, Master, Son of David! My 

daughter is cruelly afflicted by an evil spirit.”

23 Jesus ignored her. The disciples came and complained, “Now she’s bothering us. Would 

you please take care of her? She’s driving us crazy.”

24 Jesus refused, telling them, “I’ve got my hands full dealing with the lost sheep of Israel.”

25 Then the woman came back to Jesus, went to her knees, and begged. “Master, help me.”

26 He said, “It’s not right to take bread out of children’s mouths and throw it to dogs.”

27 She was quick: “You’re right, Master, but beggar dogs do get scraps from the master’s 



table.”

28 Jesus gave in. “Oh, woman, your faith is something else. What you want is what you get!” 

Right then her daughter became well.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 18 we celebrate the life of Artemisia Bowden. Read from A 

Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The Rt. Rev. James Steptoe Johnston, Bishop of the Missionary District of Western Texas 

(1888–1916), desired to provide education and skill development for newly emancipated 

blacks in the mission field. Bishop Johnston traveled to Raleigh, North Carolina, in search of a

young, black, female teacher. In 1902, Ms. Artemisia Bowden courageously accepted Bishop 

Johnston’s invitation and assumed leadership of the St. Philip’s Vocational Day School for 

Colored Children in San Antonio, Texas.

She began with less than ten students. After leading the school for 52 years, a small day 

school was transformed into a fully accredited junior college offering over 100 degree and 

certificate programs. In 2016, St. Philip’s College has an enrollment of over 11,000 students. 

St. Philip’s College carries the dual designation of being a Historically Black College and a 

Hispanic Serving Institution Bowden’s work, which began more than 110 years ago, continues

to be an essential piece of the educational system in South Texas.

Her participation in various social causes included the Texas Commission on Interracial 

Relations, the Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club, the City Federation of Clubs, 

the Southern Conference of Christians and Jews, the Coordination Council of Juvenile 

Delinquency in the Texas Social Welfare Association, the American Friends Service 

Commission, the Texas T.B. Association of Bexar County, and the National Association of 

College Women’s Clubs.

Her visionary leadership at St. Philip’s, as well as in the community, earned her honorary 

degrees, and recognition as one of ten outstanding women in the field of education by the 

National Council of Negro Women in 1946; she was honored as Zeta Phi Beta’s Woman of 



the Year in 1955. Dr. Bowden died in 1969, after a full and rich life of faith in Christ and fidelity

to Christ’s Church, having served both the School and St. Philip’s Church in the Diocese of 

West Texas for more than sixty-seven years.

Let us pray: O God, by your Holy Spirit, you give gifts to your people so that they might 

faithfully serve your Church and the world: We give you praise for the gifts of perseverance, 

teaching, and wisdom made manifest in your servant, Artemisia Bowden, whom you called far

from home for the sake of educating the daughters and granddaughters of former slaves in 

Texas. We thank you for blessing and prospering her life’s work, and pray that, following her 

example, we may be ever mindful of the call to serve where you send us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who with you and the Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.


