
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, October 11, 2020

The Collect: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may 

continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament:Exodus 32:1-14 read from the New International Version Bible

32 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they 

gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this 

fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”

2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your 

daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings and

brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the 

shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who 

brought you up out of Egypt.”

5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there 

will be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt 

offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and 

got up to indulge in revelry.

7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out 

of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I 

commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have 

bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who 

brought you up out of Egypt.’

9 “I have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 

10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy 

them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”



11 But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger 

burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty 

hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to 

kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce 

anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this 

land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the Lord relented and 

did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

The Word of the Lord

Track 1 Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *

       for his mercy endures for ever.

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord *

       or show forth all his praise?

3 Happy are those who act with justice *

       and always do what is right!

4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, *

       and visit me with your saving help;

5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect

  and be glad with the gladness of your people, *

       that I may glory with your inheritance.

6 We have sinned as our forebears did; *

       we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *

       and worshiped a molten image;

20 And so they exchanged their Glory *

       for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.



21 They forgot God their Savior, *

       who had done great things in Egypt,

22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *

       and fearful things at the Red Sea.

23 So he would have destroyed them,

   had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *

       to turn away his wrath from consuming them.

Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 25:1-9 read from The New International Version Bible

25 Lord, you are my God;

    I will exalt you and praise your name,

for in perfect faithfulness

    you have done wonderful things,

    things planned long ago.

2 You have made the city a heap of rubble,

    the fortified town a ruin,

the foreigners’ stronghold a city no more;

    it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will honor you;

    cities of ruthless nations will revere you.

4 You have been a refuge for the poor,

    a refuge for the needy in their distress,

a shelter from the storm

    and a shade from the heat.

For the breath of the ruthless

    is like a storm driving against a wall

5     and like the heat of the desert.

You silence the uproar of foreigners;

    as heat is reduced by the shadow of a cloud,

    so the song of the ruthless is stilled.

6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare



    a feast of rich food for all peoples,

a banquet of aged wine—

    the best of meats and the finest of wines.

7 On this mountain he will destroy

    the shroud that enfolds all peoples,

the sheet that covers all nations;

8     he will swallow up death forever.

The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears

    from all faces;

he will remove his people’s disgrace

    from all the earth.

The Lord has spoken.

9 In that day they will say,

“Surely this is our God;

    we trusted in him, and he saved us.

This is the Lord, we trusted in him;

    let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Psalm 23 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is my shepherd; *

       I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *

       and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *

       and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

  I shall fear no evil; *

       for you are with me;

       your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *



       you have anointed my head with oil,

       and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *

       and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Epistle: Philippians 4:1-9 read from the New Living Translation Bible

4 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stay true to the Lord. I love you and long to see 

you, dear friends, for you are my joy and the crown I receive for my work.

2 Now I appeal to Euodia and Syntyche. Please, because you belong to the Lord, settle your

disagreement. 3 And I ask you, my true partner, to help these two women, for they worked 

hard with me in telling others the Good News. They worked along with Clement and the rest 

of my co-workers, whose names are written in the Book of Life.

4 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 5 Let everyone see that you are 

considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon.

6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and 

thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds 

anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 

Christ Jesus.

8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and 

honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are 

excellent and worthy of praise. 9 Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from

me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with 

you.

The Word of the Lord



Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he 

sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 

dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to 

the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 

his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king

was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then 

he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go 

therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 

10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 

bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 

hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 14 we celebrate the life of Samuel Isaac Joseph 

Scherechewsky, Bishop of Shanghai. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The story of Joseph Schereschewsky is unique in the annals of the Church. He was born on 

May 6, 1831, of Jewish parents, in the Lithuanian town of Tauroggen. His early education 

was directed toward the rabbinate, but, during graduate studies in Germany, he became 

interested in Christianity through missionaries of the London Society for Promoting 

Christianity Amongst the Jews and through his own reading of a Hebrew translation of the 

New Testament.



In 1854, Schereschewsky immigrated to America and entered the Western Theological 

Seminary in Pittsburgh to train for the ministry of the Presbyterian Church. After two years, 

he decided to become an Episcopalian, and to finish his theological studies at the General 

Theological Seminary in New York City, from which he graduated in 1859.

After ordination, and in response to Bishop Boone’s call for helpers in China, 

Schereschewsky left for Shanghai. Always facile in languages, he learned to write Chinese 

during the voyage. From 1862 to 1875, he lived in Peking and translated the Bible and parts 

of the Prayer Book into Mandarin. After Bishop Williams was transferred to Japan, 

Schereschewsky was elected Bishop of Shanghai in 1877 and was consecrated in Grace 

Church, New York City. He established St. John’s University in Shanghai, and began his 

translation of the Bible and other works into Wenli. Stricken with paralysis, he resigned his 

see in 1883.

Schereschewsky was determined to continue his translation work, and, after many 

difficulties in finding support, he was able to return to Shanghai in 1895. Two years later, he 

moved to Tokyo. There he died on October 15, 1906.

With heroic perseverance, Schereschewsky completed his translation of the Bible, typing 

some 2,000 pages with the middle finger of his partially crippled hand. Four years before his 

death, he said, “I have sat in this chair for over twenty years. It seemed very hard at first. But

God knew best. He kept me for the work for which I am best fitted.” He is buried in the 

Aoyama Cemetery in Tokyo, next to his wife, who supported him constantly during his labors

and illness.

Let us Pray: O God, in your providence you called Joseph Schereschewsky to the ministry 

of this Church and upheld him in his infirmity, that he might translate the Holy Scriptures into 

Chinese languages: Inspire us, by his example and prayers, to commit our talents to your 

service, confident that you uphold those whom you call; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


