
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 18, 2020

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 

the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Exodus 33:12-23 read from the New Revised Standard Version

Bible Anglicized

12 Moses said to the Lord, ‘See, you have said to me, “Bring up this people”; but you have 

not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, “I know you by name, and 

you have also found favour in my sight.” 13 Now if I have found favour in your sight, show 

me your ways, so that I may know you and find favour in your sight. Consider too that this 

nation is your people.’ 14 He said, ‘My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’ 

15 And he said to him, ‘If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16 For 

how shall it be known that I have found favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you go

with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of

the earth.’

17 The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found 

favour in my sight, and I know you by name.’ 18 Moses said, ‘Show me your glory, I pray.’ 

19 And he said, ‘I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you 

the name, “The Lord”;[a] and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 

mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But’, he said, ‘you cannot see my face; for no one 

shall see me and live.’ 21 And the Lord continued, ‘See, there is a place by me where you 

shall stand on the rock; 22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, 

and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23 then I will take away my hand, 

and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.’

The Word of the Lord



Track 1 Psalm 99 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is King;

  let the people tremble; *

       he is enthroned upon the cherubim;

       let the earth shake.

2 The Lord is great in Zion; *

       he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *

       he is the Holy One.

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice,

  you have established equity; *

       you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God

  and fall down before his footstool; *

       he is the Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,

  and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *

       they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *

       they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *

       you were a God who forgave them,

       yet punished them for their evil deeds.

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God

  and worship him upon his holy hill; *

       for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 45:1-7 read from the New Revised Standard Version 

Bible Anglicized

45 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,

    whose right hand I have grasped



to subdue nations before him

    and strip kings of their robes,

to open doors before him—

    and the gates shall not be closed:

2 I will go before you

    and level the mountains,[a]

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze

    and cut through the bars of iron,

3 I will give you the treasures of darkness

    and riches hidden in secret places,

so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,

    the God of Israel, who call you by your name.

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob,

    and Israel my chosen,

I call you by your name,

    I surname you, though you do not know me.

5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;

    besides me there is no god.

    I arm you, though you do not know me,

6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun

    and from the west, that there is no one besides me;

    I am the Lord, and there is no other.

7 I form light and create darkness,

    I make weal and create woe;

    I the Lord do all these things.

The Word of the Lord

Track 2 Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13) read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *

       sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.



2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *

       proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *

       and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *

       he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *

       but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *

       Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *

       ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *

       bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *

       let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 [Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *

       he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;

       he will judge the peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

   let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *

       let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy

   before the Lord when he comes, *

       when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *

       and the peoples with his truth.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 read from the World English Bible

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the assembly of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ:* Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 



2 We always give thanks to God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers, 

3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father. 4 We know, brothers† loved by 

God, that you are chosen, 5 and that our Good News came to you not in word only, but also 

in power, and in the Holy Spirit and with much assurance. You know what kind of men we 

showed ourselves to be among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the 

Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you 

became an example to all who believe in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For from you the word 

of the Lord has been declared, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 

your faith toward God has gone out, so that we need not to say anything. 9 For they 

themselves report concerning us what kind of a reception we had from you, and how you 

turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from 

heaven, whom he raised from the dead: Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

15 Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how to entangle him in his talk. 16 And they 

sent their disciples to him, along with the Hero′di-ans, saying, “Teacher, we know that you 

are true, and teach the way of God truthfully, and care for no man; for you do not regard the 

position of men. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 

18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show 

me the money for the tax.” And they brought him a coin.[a] 20 And Jesus said to them, 

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, 

“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 

God’s.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled; and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 19, we celebrate the life of Henry Martyn, Priest, and 

Missionary to India and Persia. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses. 

Translator of the Scriptures and Prayer Book into Hindi and Persian, Henry Martyn, an 



English missionary in India, died in Armenia when he was thirty-one years old. Though his 

life was brief, it was a remarkable one.

Martyn was educated at Cambridge. He had intended to become a lawyer, but Charles 

Simeon, the notable Evangelical rector of Holy Trinity, Cambridge, inspired him to go to India

as a missionary. After serving as Simeon’s curate for a short time, Martyn traveled to 

Calcutta in 1806 as chaplain of the East India Company.

During his five years in India, Martyn preached the gospel, organized private schools, and 

founded churches. In addition to his work as a missionary, Martyn translated the New 

Testament and the Book of Common Prayer into Hindi, a valuable missionary aid to the 

young Anglican Church in India. He also began the study of Farsi, the language of Persia 

(modern Iran), and translated the New Testament into that language.

Martyn longed to go to Persia; in 1811, his persistence brought him to Shirmas, to become 

the first English clergyman in that city. He engaged in theological discussions with learned 

Muslims and corrected his Farsi translations. Obviously gifted with a remarkable facility for 

languages, Martyn hoped eventually to visit Arabia, and to translate the New Testament into 

Arabic.

While on his way to Constantinople in 1812, however, he died in the Turkish city of Tokat. 

The Christian Armenians of the city recognized his greatness and buried him with the honors

usually accorded to one of their own bishops. Very soon afterwards, his life of energetic 

devotion and remarkable accomplishment became widely known. He is remembered as one 

of the founders of the modern Christian Church in India and Iran.

Let us pray: O God of the nations, you gave your faithful servant Henry Martyn a brilliant 

mind, a loving heart, and a gift for languages, that he might translate the Scriptures and 

other holy writings for the peoples of India and Persia; Inspire in us a love like his, eager to 

commit both life and talents to you who gave them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


